
To

Subject:

No. EDN(SE)-H(10)F(10) /2026 -Anti Drugs
Directorate of School Education
Himachal Pradesh

Dated:  Shimla-171001 the rgnAV26fe

Hiitiach,a\Pradesh,Shim\a.171001

All the Deputy Directors of School Education
Himachal Pradesh

Mandatory compliance of Section 6(b) of the Cigarettes and Other
Tobacco  Products  Act (COTPA), 2003 - Installation  of statutory
warning  signage  and  protection  of  the  loo-yard  Tobacco-Free
Zone around all Schools.

Memo;

Reference is invited to the communication dated 24 June 2026 received
from  the  Mission  Director,  National  Health  Mission,  Himachal  Pradesh  regarding  st.rict
compliance with Section 6(b)  of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA),
2003.

In   this   context,   it   has   been   observed   during   enforcement   and
monitoring activities done by Flying Squads that tobacco products continue to be solchwithin
loo yards of Schools in violation of Section 6(b)  of COTPA,  2003.  Further, many  Schools
have  not  displayed  the  mandatory  waning  signage  prescribed  under  the  Act  and  Rules
fromed thereunder. During enforcement drives, violations have been detected across the State
and action has been taken against offending vendors as well  as  Heads  of Schools for non-
compliance with statutory provisions.

In  view  of'the  above,  all  Government  Schools  and  Private  Schools
shall ensure strict coinpliance with the following directions:
I.                                   DISPLAY OF MANDATORY WARNING SIGNAGE

The statutory waming board prescribed under Section 6(b) of COTPA,
2003,    as   per   Annexure-I,    shall    be    installed   immediately    and
prominently displayed at the main gate,  all  entry/exit gates and other
conspicuous locations along the outer boundary of every  School.  The
signage shall always remain clearly visible and legible.
PROTECTION 0F THE loo-YARD TOBACCO-FREE ZONH
Every  Principal/IIeadmaster  shall  undertake  mapping  and  line`-listing
of all  shops,  kiosks,  street  vendors  and  commercial  establishments
located  within  100  yards  of the  school  boundary.  For the purpose  of
Section .6(b)  of COTPA,  2003,  the  prohibited  distance  of  100  yards
shall be measured radially from the outer boundary of the .school and
not by walking distance, road distance or route distance. Accordingly,
all   shops,:  kiosks,.  vendors   and   commercial   establishments   falling
within the 'rl00-yard radius of the school  boundary shall be treated as
falling  within  the  prohibited  zone.  A  general  notice,  in the  enclosed
format, shall be issued to all such establishments informing them that
sale of tobacco products within this prohibited zone is an offence under
Section  6(b)  of COTPA,  2003.  A  sample  notice  is  enclosed  as  per
Annexure-II for ready reference. A copy of the notice shall invariably



be   endorsed' to   the   lnchange   of  the   nearest   Police   Station/Police
Chowki for infomation and necessary action.
RESPONSIBILITY OF HEADS 0F SCIIOOI.S
The above  d.iiectious are  statutory  requirements under COTPA, 2003
and not merely advisory in nature. Every Principal/IIeadmaster shall be
personally   respeusible   for   installation   of  the   prescribed   signage,
protection    of    the     100-yard    Tobacco-Free    Zone,    mapping    of
eestablishments  and  issuance  of notices.  Failure  to  comply  with these
requirements    shall    be    treated    as    non-compliance    of   statutory
provisions. ,Iri  case  any  violation  is  detected  during  inspections  or
enforoement  drives,  the   concerned  Head  of  School  shall  be  held
personally  ,responsible  and  lial)le  for  action  under  the  provisions .of
COTPA, 2003 and Rules franed thereunder.
TIRELINE
All government and private schools shall complete the above activities
positively  by  30th June  2026.  The  Deputy  Directors  concerned  shall
personally   monitor  compliance   and   ensure  completion  within  the
stipulated tim€`line. A consolidated District-wise Action Taken Report
(ATR),  in the enclosed format as per Annexure-A,  shall be submitted
to the office |',f the undersigned with cc to osdncdhD(Z}rmail.com on or
before 5th July 2026.
Therefore  you  are  directed  to  issue  necessary  instructions  to  all  the

Govt. and Private schools under }'our control that matter may be given top priority, and these
instructions may be complied with ;n letter and spirit.

Endst No. Even             Dated: Shimla-17100l
Copy for information to:

ool Education
achal Pradesh

June 2026.

1.   The  Secretary  (Health)  to  the  Government  of Himachal  Pradesh  cum  Chairperson
State   Level   Coordination   Committee,   Shimla-2,   for   Tobacco   Control   for  kind
information please.

2.   The Secretary (Education) to the Government of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla for kind
infomation please.

3.   The   Mission   Director   National   Health   Mission,   Himachal   Pradesh   fort  kind

v,
information please.
The  Nodal  Officer  IT  Cell  with  the  request  to  upload  the  sane  on  departmental
website.

5.   Gurdrile.

2   5  JUN  2026

!'.-!,mach.a\Pradesh,Shin\a-1"

Education
achal Pradesh
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