
To

subject:-

No. EDN-SE (10) F (13) 03/20206
Directorate of` School  Education
Himachal  Pradesh

Dated:                     Shimla-171001             the                      September, 2026

All the Deputy Director of school  Education

(Secondary)
Himachal Pradesh

Holding of National Level ``Dhai Akhar Letter Writing "Competition for the year
2026-27  on  the  theme  "  A  Letter  to  Mother  Earth:     My  Promise  to  Protect
Nature.''

Please  find  enclosed  herewith  a  copy  of  letter  No.  Phil/5-23/Dhai  Akhar  /2026-27

dated 31.07.2026 alongwith  its enclosures received from the Assistant Director (Phil) O/o Chief Postmaster

General, H.P. Circle Shimla -9,.on the subject cited above.

In  this context,  it  is  intimated that the ``Dhai  Akhar"  Letter Writing  Competition,

an  initiative  of the  Department  of Posts,  commenced  on 01.08.2026 and  will  continue  up  to..31.10.2026.

Th9  participants  may  write  letters  in EnglishAIindi on  a  plain  A-4  size  paper,  with  a' viord  limit  of not

more  than 1,000  words,  or  on  an Inland  Letter  Card  ¢LC),  with  a  word  limit  of not  more  than 500

words.  Only llandwritten  letters will be accepted.  You are, therefore, directed to examine the matter and

circulate  the  same  amongst  all  the  Heads  of Government  Schools  under  your  control  and  encourage  the

students/teachers  to  participate  in  the  above-mentioned  campaign  within  the  stipulated  period.  The  letters

written  by the  students/participants  should  be  addressed  to the Chief Postmaster  General,  H.P.  Circle,

Ka'sumpti, Shim]a-09.

i                                       Direcfrchooi Education

Himachal Pradesh
Endst.No.    Even     dated      Shimla-]7100l       the      September,2026
Copy for information and necessary action to:-

1.    The Assistant Director (Phil)  O/o Chief Postmaster General, H.P.  Cir.cle Shimla -9 iv.r.t.  his /her

vZ
letter referred above.
The Nodal  Officer-IT  Cell,  Directorate of School  Education,  H.P,  Shimla-I  with the remarks to
upload the same on departmental website

3.    Guardfile.

•`i`irate  of.School  Education

0  7   SEP   2026

•J,t  ' ,-,,  J,   ;h

i,'
Director School Education
Himachal  Pradesh
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/Govt. Of India

in rifflrfu / rmnis of communications

| fry-t>y-

Shimla-171001

Sub: -   Holding of National Level "Dhai Akhar Letter Writing "Competition for the year 2026-27 on the
theme "A I,Otter to Mother Earth: My Promise to Protect Nature "

This is regarding "Dhal Akhar'Letter witing Competition on the theme "A Letter to Mother Earth:
My Promise to Protect Nature " for the F.Y 2026-27.

2.           Dhai Akbar Letter writing competition, an initiative by Deparment, not only promotes the art of letter

whting but also fosters creativity, critical thinking and empathy among participants on key issues concerning the

Nation. The Department of Posts though its Philately Division, has been conducting the National level, Dbal

Akhar letter whting competition since 2017, receiving a tremendous response.

3.           For the current financial year 2026-27, the Dhal Akhar campaign commenced on ol.08.2026 and will

continue up to 31.10.2026.  Letters posted after 31.10.2026 will not tje entertained.  Letter sbould be written in

English"ndi Languages on a plain A4 size paper with a word linit of not more than  1000 words or on an

Inland Letter Card aLC) with a word linit of not more than 500 words. Only HANDWRITTEN LET'RERS

will be accepted. The embossed envelope and the Inland Letter card quc) is the permitted stationery. This is

open to all and incl.ndes  all nee groups.  The writer of the letter will have to go to the Post Office and.post the

letter in the letter box. The letters so writteii should be addressed to The Chief Postmaster General, Himachal

Pradesh Circle, Kasumpti Shim!a-171009. '

4.          The categories for National Level Dhai Akhar Letter writing campaign are as under:-

(a)        LTp to lfryfadrsL(eatt8eer :Sac:nc:tie.::£°26)

2.           Envelope category

a)          Above 18 years (age as.on o1.01.2026)
1.            Inland Letter card.Category/



5.             Top three letters in each category will be shortlisted by the Circle and prizes will be awarded:£o these

entries:at Circle level/State Level. The selected letters at Circle Level/State Level will be sent to the Directorate

for further evaluation in each category at the National Level.

6.           The following awards will be given to circle Levevstate Level wirmers:-
'          Prize to be giveri to the winners in each category at circle Level:-

(a)  First prize in each category          = Rs. 25000/-(Rs. Twenty Five Thousand only)

a)  Second Prize in each category    = Rs.10,000/-(Rs. Ten Thousand Only)

(c)  Thirdprize in each Category        =Rs. 59000/-Qs. Five Thousand only)

7.           The proposed prize money to be given to the wirmers-at National Level in each category of letters is as

follows:-

Prize to be given to the winners in each Category at National Level:-

{a)  First prize in each category          = Rs 50,000/-Qis. Fifty Thousand only)

a)  Second prize in each category    =Rs. 25,000/-Qs. Twenty Five Thousand only)        .

(c)  Thirdprize in each category       =Rs,10,000/-a:i. Ten Thousand only)

8.         The participants have to give a certificate of their age on the letter such as  "I certify th?t I am

below/above the age of 18" as on 01/01/2026.

9.           The competition provides an excellent opportunity for students across the state to showcase their writing

skills and express their thoushts on the theme "A Letter to Mother Earth: My Promise to Protect Nature."

Special efforts may be made to encourage participrtion from students of Government scliools; particularly those

located in niral and remote areas, so that they may also benefit from this oppornmity and compete for the awards.

10.        You are, therefore, requested to make wide publicity of this campaign though your departmeri, so that
•  mexinunL students along with teachers may participate in the campaign.

11.         It is worfuwhile to mention here that this competition is not restricted to students only but open for all.

The SOP on the same is enclosed for reference.

Enclosed: As Above

aiTrfuprLI`ittHitt`5-
0/o Chief Postmaster General

fy. F. ffigd, giv-17lco9
H.P. Circle Shimia -17100



iii=



Standard OrserastnE ?Ficcedure for `ELai fidear' A?apeiapai Level .L§§er \feiritir6tz Competition

1 0bieerfe

Dhai  Akhar  is  c!  national  level  init!c!tive  teu  re-iritrclduce  the  younger  generations  to  post  arid

ph,ilcltely  while  encouraging  creadvity,  originality,  anci  self-expression.  It  ls  also  a  platform  fo`r
individuals to display tbeirwriting skills and talent.

in today's fast-paced digital world, moments of peuse and digital detox have become essential.
Studies highlight that handwriting is a funda7nental skill that shapes students' reeling, writing,
tenguage abilities,  and critical thin!cin8, \^rhiie also playing a vital  role ir`  brain development.  It ig
therefore inportant to encourage chifdren to write dy hand alongside the use Of technology in
classrooms,  as this supports success across academic subjects. With  most communication no\^r
happening  on  digital  platforms,  tbe  timeless  art  Of  letler  \Arriting  has  gradually faded  into  the
backgrc)ur`c!.  Yet,  letters continue to  hold  a  unique appeal  -carrying nosta®a,  warmth,  and  a

personal touch that no text message or email can truly replace.

The Dhai Akhar National  Level Letter Writing Campaien is more thari just a celebration of the art
Of letter writirig.  it serves  as  a  platform for  people  across the  na*on  to  share  their thoughts,
emotions,  arid  ideas  in  a  sincere and  impactful way. The campaign  also rrurtures empathy and
strengthens critical thinlcing skits amc)ng its patticipants.

i Descrf*cF: Of the Scheitte

Dhai  Akhar  is  a  National  Level  Letter  Writing Competit]on  on  a theme /  subject decidecl  by the
Department of Pc>sts for the citizer`s of India. Parricipants will write a Letter expressing their views
on the subject, addressed to the Chief Postmaster General concernecl \^;hich would be eligible fcir
Cash everds if shQrtlisted, first a{ Circle level and then at the Directorate level. Alongside, it also
serves  as  an  opportunity.to  re-introduce  younger  generations  to  rich  legacy  of  the  postal
department.

3. Gene3Ef CcRditions

Periediatig` The  Ohai  Akhar  National  Level  Letter Writing  Compentlon  is organised  every  yeaL'
"s year ngnggrigB }ir!i|peftfrom ls[ August to 31St October 2026 (three monthsL Letters po5tecd
after 31St october 2026 will not be accepted.

ibpic: The theme and topic for the competitiori is decided dy the Department Of Posts with the
approval Of the Competer!t Authority.

This }iec&rt topicgivr &faof fififrarfe fi Letter to ftflcther Eartit: RIfly Promise to Protect Nature"

iangiiagr: The letter can be `^/ritten in English or Hiridi or any Vernacular.
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Categories: The competition will be in the following categories:

(i) Up to 18 years: -
(a) lrilancl Letter Card Category
(b) Envelope Category

(ii) Above 18 years: -

(a) lr!land Letter Card Category
(b) Envelc)pe Category

Permitted Staticmefty-: The  embossecl  erive!ope/ envelope with  stamp affixed  for plain A4 size

paper letter and  the  Inland  Letter Cai`d  (!LC)  will  be the  permitted  stattonery.  The  lercer can  be
written on  piain A4 size paper with  a word  limit of not more than  1000 words, or iri  an  inland
Letter  Carcl  (lLC)  (not more  thar` 500 words).  Letters  must  be  hand written  and  in  any case,  no

typed letter will be accepted.
S*enRrever,  eft€ries  collected  t!irectl¥  from  the  se'nc!®!stha5tit`ra-one/co!tege  by  ttie  resperfu¥e
d!uisiari may quslifry erembtion from affiriflg §tait2?.

4. Eligib'lfty

Ariy citizen of India can partieipate in this €ompetitiort. There is no minimum or maximcm age
prescribed  for  participation.  Any  citizen  Of  India  can  participate  in  their  respective  category
according to his/herchoice and age. The participants have to give a certificate of their age on the
letter such  as "I  ceTffiy that I, am  belot#/above tfae age ®f 18 as on Ogf$1/2ti26".  in  case  Of
winning entries, the respective Circle will verify the age and other !D cerdficates before sending
the 03 best entries in each category to the Directorate,

5. Se!ectien Procedure

The  best 03 (three) entries in each category will be shortlisted by every Circle and  prizes wi'}l be.
award8d  to  these  03  Entries  at  Circle  level.  These  best  03  entries  of each  category  (12  in  aii)
chosen at Circle level will be sent to the Directorate for further evaluation of final best 03 entries
in each category at the National Level.

To shortlist candic]ates at Circle level, an Evaluation Committee will be cc>nstituted of which CPMG

will be the Chairperson, Other members of the committee must be an ac=demician cr a sch.o!ar
Of the particular language/literature/ associatec! with journalism including a professor/teaching
faculty in  a  college/school. The opinion of the scholars  shall  be given utmost importance while
makillg  qualitative  selection.   Selection  Committee   at  National   Level  will   be  constituted   at
Directorate level for ev.aluation of final best 03 entries in each category at Natiorial Level.

8. Prises

The prize money to be given to the winners Of Circle Level and National  Level Letters in each
category is as follows:



The prize money to be given to the winners Of Circle Level and National Level letters in each
category i6 as follows:

Prize to be givenio the `^/inners in each Category at Circle Le\rel: (A|

pri.ze Category {P7i2e AmQune) x (N®. Of €ategories} x (if®. of T®eal.Amouri
Circies'

First Prize in each Rs. 25,000/-x 4 x 23 Rs.

Category 23,00,000/-

Second Prize iri eachCategory Rs. 10,000/- x 4 x 23 Rs. 9,20,000/-

Third Prize in eachCategory Rs. 5,000/- x 4 x 23 Rs. 4,60,000/-

TOTAL (Rs. Thirty-six l@kh eighty thousar`d only) Rs. 36,80,000/-

Requisite   funds   to   this   effect   under   Major   Head   "Scholarships"   Of   Philately   (A/c   head
3201.01.001.03.01.34) are allotted to each Circle uncier BE of respective Financial Year.

r±ize_to_bej!iven in each CateEorv at National Level: (a)

przae Category {PriEe Amount} x (ivlo. Of Categories) Tcca! Amount

First Prize in each Category Rs. 50,000/- x 4 Rs- 2,00,000/-

Second Prize in each Category Rs.  25,000/-`x 4 Rs.  1,00,000/-

Third Prize in each Category Rs. 10,000/- x 4 Rs. 40,000/-

TOTAL (Rs. Tliree iakh forty thousand only) Rs. 3,40,000/-

Requisite   funds   to   this   effect   under   Major   Head    "Scholarship"   of   Philately   (A/c   head
3201.01.001JEJne4} are kept with philately Division.

7. Process

The  following  process  shc)uld  be  followed  by  each  Di\Jision  to  successfully  implement the Dhai

Akhar Letter Writing Competition:
1.    Training of on-ground teams
2.    Outreach  in schools & colleges as per targets
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3.    Installatlon Of Dhai Akhar letterbox in Schools and in Post Offices
4.    Collection &Judging

8. ha plementation Strategy

a     Vvide   publicity  of  the  Campaign  shan  be  gi\/en   through  newspaper  adt/ertisements,

electronic  media,  social  media  and  other  media  including  display  If  bermers  and  lcica!
level pamphlet distribution.

a      Cireles  wcluld  make  on  around  teams  underao  oriline  trainjna  for__effective  outreach  LLc]

schciclls and t]ublic (dates to be decided bv Circle}_
a      Circles  woulc!  contact/visit schools,  hc]ld \^/orkshops/5emmars/gi\re  presentations etc.  to

inform about the scheme in detail to ensure maximum participation
•      Ensure videoaraphv and Dhotoarat2hv of activity to use as socitil media content.
a      Circles  \^rouid  also  write  to  State  Go\rernmeut  Education  &  School  8o3rds  &  District

Administration eec informing them Of the scheme and seeking support for its propegation.
•     Web push notifications. by schoois having web5ites/app to be encoufegeci.
a      Awareness  about  the  competition  during  Account  openirig  drive/PL!  &  RPLI  Mela/Daic

Chaupal.
•     Postman staff be sensitized to make residents aware about the competition \whife eifecting

delivery.
a     Services of Marketing team along with pR!s{P)/Postmen be utilized for promotion.
•     CEj±g!§es to ensure creation c)f small hanainci Dhai Akhar letter box to create a photcl car:g££

in Schciolsicollecies.  Desiaris for the Same is alreaciv with the Circles. As Der t.ne size Of the
division,  4-5 sets of these should be r9gdv__w!Ih__ e_gch divjsiorl. This setup will travel i_rcim
ohe school/colleae to another.

a      ln addidc]n, Circles mayadopt their owri local strategy to implement the scheme. Any Such

adoption may be communicatecl to the Directorate so that it can be shared with all c7ther
Circles.

a     Targets ofobtainingentrfe wiH be assigned tothe c!rctes on the basis of Number of post
Offices and past performance.

a     To  make Dhal Akhar Letter Writing Campaign a grand success,  Circles will have to ensure

that sufficient stationery (lLC and envelopes) is available in their Grcles
a     Circle `^rill ensure that r`o letter posted remains unattended either at Letter boxes or post

`  offices. To adhere to timelines, it is to be ensured that Letter bo>tes are opened/dearecl es
scheduled and with no delay.

a     Special arrangement Of clelivery of such  letters in coordination \hrith  participating schools

be made.
a     Circles to hold letter writing competition in schools/colleges as per programme c!etailed

below:



Sequence Acti-dyfty Ses=ripti-08! Time   I

1 Setup a      lristallafron of travelling photoboc)th arid 30-
small Ietterbox for a period Of uptcl 6 days irl 60
one school. mins

a     Alsci set up the prc}jectorancl introducton

space as allocated by school/college, cind do
a tech-check.

2 Introduction Start with perscmal introductl.ons to create a good 5mins
atmosphere and cor`riect with the ciiildren.

3 Shortvideo       ' Video Capsules/Short Movies on India Post/Philately 10-
to be pla\Jed to set context and interest amorlgst 15
childrer\ mins
Videos are already with the Circles.

4 Presentation Take the children through a brief history of the 10-

postal department, key concepts of post and 15

philately and current schemes such as Sparsh before ming
leading to Dhai A{(bar. The presentaljon would also
highlight the importance of writing by hand.
Presentatiorl already provided during past
ccimpetitions carl be edited, if required.

5 Philately Quiz Quiz will be organised containing 5-10 questions 15-
based on Philately outlining the famous 20,

personalities, heritage, places eec. on which CPS/ mins

Special Covers have been issL!ecl.

Question deck already provided can be suitably
modified as per Circle reqiiiremerlt.
Winners of the Quiz wiil be awarded with prizes

(worth Rs. 50 to 100/-approx.). Expenditure to this
effect may be incurred into the Philately Promotion
Head of the Circles

6 Dhai Akhar Letter The main activity i.e. Dhai Akhar Letter Writing 40
Writing Competition will co mmence sii bsequerttly. Students mjns

will bE writmg a letter on the Theme as decicled by
the Directorate.

7 About the Theme Introduce children to the theme ar`d discuss about 10
the participant guicle specific to the theme that we mins
will share with schools



8 Documentation Gcicd Quality photographs/Short videos Of the all

above activities to be shared on Social Media the
handles Of the India Post on the same day of the time

activity performed

9 Opening Of After Letter Writing, efforts to be made to open 30

Philatelic aub in Philatelic Deposit Accounts/ Phi!ateiic Clubs in the rT\ir'S

School and  PD Schools. The School Administraticm should be
Accounts informed as to how a Philatelic Club can make a

positi-ve impact on the leaning of students and they
be made acquainted with the various important

personalities anci their contribution in Nation
building, with the various aspects of rich  art &
culture and prosperous heritage of India as depicted
in  stamps.

9. T€melines

a     The Dhai Akhar letter writi.ng competition will start from lst August 2026.
®     last date of submission ofentrieswill be 31St october 2026.
a      Letters pctsted after 31S! October 2026v/ill notbe accepted.

Each Circle must arrange and ensure to declare their respective State/Circle level result by 31St
Decerhoer 2026.

Circle will also ensure that a monthly repc}rt iri the following Performa be sent to Directorate by
30th of every month Of inception of event and till completion Of event.

Month No. oi. entries No. of No.  of Philate!ic Ph„atelic Activities Remarks
receiveci schools/ participant:s Club Deposit uploadecl if any
ram Letter colleges opened account o\|Sc'cja!

boxes during.hemonth participated opened Media

The wiming entries (12 for each Circle) will be sent to the Directorate by 15[b January 2027.  It is
tc) be ensured by Circles that the winning entries in Vernacular (other than Hindi/ English) should
be  sent  to  the  Directorate  along  with  English  Translated  Versions  within  the  target  date  as
mentioned above.

`+'
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The entries received from the Circles w.il{be evaluated at Directorate level and best 12 entries
(03 in each 04 categories) will be selected for tyationa{ Level prize.

10. Desired outcene

Post and Philately have been piliars of communication but are being fast forgotten along with the
importance of hand written communication. Dhai Akhar, while focusing on the writing skills and

gra`Art'h Of ir,dividuals,  also aims tci connect.masses to  the Post C)ffice. This activity with  its level
of piTticjp=tion ac,-ass lnclia VIJould lead to:

a     Giving greater visibility to  Philately  across  the  gamut and  majnstreaming of Philately in

School & educatton8l curriculum,
a     Creating awareness about philately among parents, academic!ans, chilciren and public at

large
a      ln{.rease in the number of phllateiy DepositAccounts
a      Creating the linkages between all the stakeholders in philately I..e. Philatelists, Department

of Posts, Children & Youth and the prospective Philatelists
a      Involving/ Using experrise of philatelist in promotion of philately amongst children/youth

across India
a      Asource of revenue by sale of Envelopes and postage stamps.
a      Winners of the competition to be brand Ambassadors for motivating and inspiring others

to develop interest in philately.


