No.12/31/2019-BPC&TRG.
Government of India
Ministry of Finance
Department of Economic Affairs

(BPC & Trg. Section)
North Block, New Delhi,
23" September, 2019.

TRAINING CIRCULAR

Subject:- Singapore Cooperation Programme: Workshop on “Preparation for Goods
Schedules and Negotiations” in Singapore from 26" to 28" November, 2019.

The Republic of Singapore has invited nominations for the above mentioned training
workshop to be held in Singapore under the Technical Assistance Programme with India.
The workshop is intended for mid-level trade officials who handle trade in goods issues
and have had or will have some involvement in Trade in Goods market access
negotiations in free trade agreements. The eligibility conditions and other information
about the course are mentioned in the Information Brochure received from the
sponsoring Government (Annex-I). Number of slots available for India is one.

2. Nomination of candidates is regulated by the guidelines prescribed by DEA, a
synopsis of which is attached as Annex-II.

3. The course is sponsored by Government of Singapore, who will provide
accommodation, local transport, medical insurance and daily allowance. The nominated
candidate or his/her nominating authority shall have to bear the cost of round trip
air fare and other travel related expenses. An undertaking to this effect has to be given
by the participant or his/her Ministry/Department/State Government in case they agree
to bear the travel expenses in the prescribed format (Annex-III).

4. The following forms need to be duly completed and certified by the participant and
the competent authority of the nominating Ministry/Department:-

(1) Sponsoring Government's application to be filled online (available
athttps./. scpcatalog. wixsite.com./scp2019/goods-schedules-and-negotiations).
Printed copy of application submitted by the candidate online to SCP may be sent
to DEA along with the other forms.

(1) DEA's proforma - duly countersigned by competent authority (Annex-IV).

5. Application Form complete in all respects is to be sent at the following address
not later than 9.10.2019 positively:-

Shri R. Murali,

Section Officer (BPC&T),

Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance,
Room No. 271 B, North Block, New Delhi.

Ph- 2309 5135

Email- murali.r@nic.in

6. Incomplete applications and nominations received after the cut-off date will not be
entertained. This may please be noted for strict compliance to avoid disappointment at a
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later stage. The candidates are advised to have their applications processed through
their administrative Departments well in time and send complete information asked for in
the forms specified above. Details of various short-term training programmes are
regularly uploaded on the website of Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of
Finance at www.dea.gov.in under the link “Foreign Training Programme".

(Sanjay &ﬂ(

Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel: 23095233

1. Additional Secretary (Investment), D/o Economic Affairs, North Block, New Delhi
2. Joint Secretary (Admn.), D/o Commerce, Udyog Bhavan, New Delhi.

3. Joint Secretary (Admn.) of all Ministries/Departments, Government of India.

4. Chief Secretaries of all States Governments/UTs.

TO BE UPLOADED ON MOF'S WEBSITE
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ANNEX-Y

——

SINGAPORE COOPERATION PROGRAMME
GENERAL INFORMATION BROCHURE

WORKSHOP ON PREPARATION FOR
GOODS SCHEDULES AND NEGOTIATIONS

26 TO 28 NOVEMBER 2019

Sponsored by the

SINGAPORE COOPERATION PROGRAMME

under the

SINGAPORE COOPERATION PROGRAMME TRAINING AWARD

to be conducted by the

MTI TRADE ACADEMY

in collaboration with the

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

Singapore Cooperation Programme

Singapore has provided technical assistance to other
developing countries since the 1960s. As a country
whose only resource is its people, Singapore believes
that human resource development is vital for economic
and social progress. Singapore itself has benefited
from training provided by other countries and
international organisations

In 1992, the Singapore Cooperation Programme
(SCP) was established to bring together under one
framework the wvarious technical assistance
programmes offered by Singapore. Through the SCP,
the range and number of training programmes were
increased to share Singapore's development
experience with other developing countries.

To date, over 127,000 officials from more than 170
countries and territories have participated in our
courses and study visits. The SCP is managed by the
Technical Cooperation Directorate of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Singapore.

MTI Trade Academy

The MTI Trade Academy was set up by the Ministry
of Trade and Industry (MTI) of Singapore to develop
and coordinate training on topics relating to trade,
industry development and foreign economic policy
for Singapore public officers. It does so by working
closely with MTI's divisions and other Singapore
government agencies

Beyond training for Singapore public officers, the
Academy works with various international partners
on Third Country Training Programmes (TCTPs)
under the SCP.
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SINGAPORE COOPERATION PROGRAMME
GENERAL INFORMATION BROCHURE

Course Objectives

This workshop aims to equip participants with the
knowledge and skills to prepare requests and offers
with respect to goods market access concessions.
Whilst focused on FTA negotiations, the skills would
also be applicable for other plurilateral, regional or
multilateral negotiations relating to market access for
exports of goods.

Synopsis of Topics
Topics to be covered include:

« Overview of the current trends in merchandise
trade and related trade profiles in identifying
position of participating countries in global goods
trade;

s Review of goods schedule architecture and key
obligations and Interpretation of goods schedules;
Market access negotiations on goods (both
industrial and agriculture) with mock simulations;
and

» What could constitute a “Model" trade in goods
chapter in FTAs.

Methodology

The programme is designed with seminars and hands-
on workshop and presentations to ensure maximum
participation and diversity of engagement for the
participants such that the key learning points are
entrenched well.

Duration

The course will be held from 26 to 28 November 2019.

Application Information

Applicants should be:

* Middle-level trade officials who handle trade in
goods issues and have had or will have some
involvement in Trade in Goods market access
negotiations in free trade agreements;

= Nominated by their respective Governments;

* Proficient in written and spoken English; and

* In good health.

Terms of Award

The course is sponsored by the Government of
Singapore under the Singapore Cooperation
Programme Training Award.

Under this programme arrangement, the
Government of Singapore will bear the following
expenses for the successful applicants (thereafter
known as participants) during their training in
Singapore. These expenses include:

* Daily training allowance;
[Complimentary breakfast is provided in the
hotel from the first day to one day after the
course.]

* Transportation to course venue and site visits;

* Accommodation for the entire duration of the
course; and

* Basic hospitalisation and surgical insurance
[This does not cover any pre-existing
conditions/ilinesses and/or any outpatient
medical/dental treatment. Participants are
personally liable for all medical expenses
beyond what is covered by the insurance

policy.]

Note:

(a) The nominating Government will be
responsible for its participants’ round-trip
airfares;

(b) Participants are advised to have money for
miscellaneous expenses that might be incurred
prior to receiving their training allowance; and

(c) As the basic hospitalisation and surgical
insurance coverage is limited, participants are
also advised to purchase comprehensive travel
insurance which includes medical evacuation in
case they encounter any unexpected
emergencies.

Regulations

Participants are required to comply with the
following:

(a) Strictly observe course schedules and not miss
training sessions;

(b) Not bring any member of their family and/or
aide for the duration of the course,

(c) Carry out instructions and abide by conditions
as may be stipulated by the nominating
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SINGAPORE COOPERATION PROGRAMME
GENERAL INFORMATION BROCHURE

Authority or the Government of Singapore with
respect to the course;

(d) Refrain from engaging in political activities, or any
form of employment for profit or gain while in
Singapore;

(e) Discontinue the course, in the event they fall
seriously ill and are considered unable to continue
the training or have committed an improper act;
and

() Return to their respective home countries upon
completion of the course.

Application Procedure
(Closing date for nomination: 16 October 2019)

The Government of Singapore is pleased to invite the
respective National Focal Point for Technical
Assistance to nominate one (1) suitable applicant
Selection of candidates will be based on merit. Should
there be more applicants than training places, the
Government of Singapore seeks the understanding of
the respective National Focal Point for Technical
Assistance in the event that its nominee(s) is not
selected

All nominees are to submit their applications online at
https://scpcatalog.wixsite.com/scp2019/goods-
schedules-and-negotiations by Wednesday, 16
October 2019. All application forms must also be
endorsed by the respective Ministry of Foreign Affairs
or National Focal Point for Technical Assistance.

Note:

e All applications should be completed in full.
Incomplete application forms or forms which are
not endorsed will not be considered. Please

contact Celia Tang@mfa.gov.sg if you encounter

technical issues during application;

« Applicants should refrain from making telephone
and email inquiries on the status of their
applications;

« The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore will
inform all applicants of the outcome of their
applications. The National Focal Point will also be
informed directly or through Singapore's
diplomatic representations in the nominating
country; and

« Flight arrangements are to be made only upon
receipt of the Letter of Acceptance to the course.

Information on Singapore

For more information about Singapore, you may
wish to visit the Singapore Tourism Board website

at www.yoursingapore.com

ollow us at
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Annex.1]

SUMMARY OF GUIDELINES PRESCRIBED BY DIPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC ATTARIRS

Before applying for the training programme. the candidates are requested to satisfy themselves whether
they fulfill the eligibility conditions as per the guidelines on Foreign Tiaimng FProgrammes (FTP) adminisiered by the
Department of Economic Affaiys (DEAY summanzed bolow

Eligibility Conditions

Duration | No. of years of service Uppc-r age Cooling Limit on participation in nuinber of
of Training | completed in Govi. as  limit as onthe | oif trainings in a year
| on the date of FTP date of FTP period |

U;lu o '| 5 years | Liess than b | Six | Two FTPs of duration of less than ene week in

week years months | 2 calendaryear = ¥

One to Two | 7 years Lc_"ssﬁ\an 58 | One One FTP of duration of one to twe weeks in a l
| weeks e _ lyears  !year :calendarycar -

More than | § years less than 55 Two One FTP of duration more than two weeks i1,
| two weeks

Note:- Pm}em-wléied tram;ng /official visits abroad are exempt from the provision of cooling off

2.

| | years _Lyears | aperiod of two years . |

Candidates and nominating authonties in Mimstries/Departments/State Govis. etc. should also satisfy

themselves about the eligibility conditions prescribed by the sponscring foreign Government/agency before
sending the nominations to DEA.

HOW TO APPLY

3. i of lication fo 2~

Ensure that the DER proforma is duly filled in and is complete in all respects. Without this proforma,
apphcations will not be entertained.

(11) Ensure that the application form prescribed by the sponsoring agency is also complete in. all respects.
Wherever the sponsonng agency asks for Country Repont, the same should also be attached.

(1) The column relating to Vigilance Clearance in DEA proforma should be filled in and certified by the
competent authority. Alternately, vigilance clearance certificate by the concermed authority can also be
attached. Applications without vigilance clearance at the time of applying will not be entertained.

(iv) In case of training programmes which are not fully sponsored and where expenses on Air travel or any
other expenses have to be borne by the candidate or his sponsoring Department, ensure that Part-A or Part-B,
as the case may be, of the Undertaking Form is duly completed. Applications received without undertaking
form will be summarily rejected. It may be noted that submission of undertaking form is not necessary in

respect of fully funded training programmes and the candidate can mention ‘Not Applicable’ in the
form.

4. ominations:-

(i) In case there is more than one nomination for a particular course, the nominating authority State/Cenral
Government should clearly indicate the prioritization of the nominees.

(i) Application for the training programme is to be forwarded through the concerned Ministry/Department after

completing all necessary formalities.  Applications are not to be sent to the sponsoring foreign country/
agency direct unless the same has been endorsed by the Nodal Department i.e. DEA.

5. Clearances:-

Once the nomination forwarded by DEA to the sponsonng foreign Government 1s accepted and conveyed tc

the applicant, he/she will be responsible to complete all pre-departure formalities like obtaining political
clearance from MEA and have the sanction order 1ssued from his/her administrative Department efc.

Abbreviations:- — — —

JICA - Japan International Cooperation Agency, SCPTA - Singapore Cooperation Programme Training Award,
IMF - International Monetary Fund, MTCP — Malaysian Technical Cooperation Programme
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To be filled only in case the Training Programme is not fully sponsored
PART-A

UNDERTAKING

This is to certify that o the event of selection, Mimstry/ Department/ State Governmemnt

ol undertakes ta bear the cost of round-trip airfare and other related expenses

(which may also include the expenditure on local travel, accommodation, insurance, living and othei

expenses, depending upon the terms of sponsorship for each course/training, as specified in the
brochure/letter of

concerned sponsoring organization) in respect of
Shri/Ms.

__Designation___ working in this

Department/  Ministry/  State

Government for attending Traming Programme/Course on

. sponsoredby __ from ____ . to
Signature of Competent Aothority
Name
Designation
(SEAL) -
-OR -
PART- B

UNDERTAKING FOR SELF FINANCING

This is to certify that in the event of my selection, | holding the
of

in the Ministry/Department/State  Government of
undertake to bear the cost of round-trip airfare and other related expenses
(which may also include the expenditure on local travel, accommodation, insurance, living and other

post

expenses, depending upon the terms of sponsorship for each course/training, as specified

in the
brochure/ letter of concerned sponsoring organization) for attending Training
Programme/Course on sponsored by from

to

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

(Signature of the candidate)
Name, Designation (With seal)
Countersigned by:

Signature of Competent Authority
Name, Designation (With seal)

Either Part A or Part B (whichever is applicable) to be filled
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NNEX-1V
DEA PROFORMA FOR FOREIGN TRAINING
1. Name ' -
2. Dateof Birth | o 13. Male/Female | - |
4 Educational | o o 1
5. Service to which| lammo{mgu_ oular | ) - '
the officer Rt |
¥ M__Mhdddmiqgﬂnhﬁﬁnm from the present):
S.No. Post held “'""“"u f“""""""‘, I t/ Nature of work/Job profile
m | | |
S — = =
|

CERTIFICATE

Certified that Shri/Ms
the programme is not fully funded, Underl.aki_ngln the prescribed proforma (Part A/Part B) is attached.

is clear from vigilance angle. In case

ﬁ|4|r1|'.||"
- 'I"'-—

: mmpetent
iministrative authority of the




