Urgent
File No. Per (AR) E (5)-2/2020
Government of Himachal Pradesh
Administrative Reforms Organization

******
02 nd March, 2022

Dated: Shimla-17l002, the
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject:-

Transfer of applications under the RTI Act, 2005,
clarification(s)- thereof.

The undersigned is directed to refer to the subject cited above and
to say that as per sub-section (3) of Section 6 of the RTI Act, 2005, if an
application is received by a public authority of which is more closely connected with
the subject matter relating to another public authority seeking an information which
is held by another public authority or which is more closely connected with the
subject matter relating to another public authority, the public authority receiving
the application should transfer the application to the concerned public authority but
it has been brought to the notice of this Department that there are the cases where
information is related to multi public authorities and the application is being
transferred/distributed

amongst

the

multi

public

authorities

or

sometimes

information is scattereg with many public authorities and recipient public authority
intends to collect the information from multi public authorities before supplying the
same to the applicant.

2.

It is clarified that if only a part of the information is available with a

public authority and a part of the information concerns 'another public authority' in
such case, the PIO should supply the information available with him and a copy of
the application should be sent to that another public authority under intimation to
the applicant but in case mutli public authorities are involved for parts of the
information or the information is scattered with many public authorities, the
recipient PIO of the public authority should give information relating to him and
advise applicant to make separate applications to the concerned public authorities
for obtaining information, as it is beyond the scope of the Act for a public authority
to create or collect the information.

-2-

The Section 6(3) of the RTI Act, 2005 refers to another 'public authority' not

3.
'other

public

authorities',

which

means

application

is

not

required

to

be

transferred/distributed amongst the multi public authorities to create or collect the
information. However, clarification in this regard has already been issued by Govt of
India, DoP&T, vide OM No. 10/2/2008-IR, dated: 12th June, 2008 and 24th September,
2010, contents of the same as per para 3(iii) is reproduced as under:

"A person makes an application to a public authority for information, a part of
which is available with that public authority and the rest of the information is
scattered with more than one other public authorities. In such as a case, the PIG of
the public authority receiving the application should give information relating to it
and advise the applicant to make separate applications to the concerned public
authorities for obtaining information from them. If no part of the information sought,
is available with it but is scattered with more than one other pubic authorities, the
PIG should inform the applicant that information is not available with the public
authority and that the applicant should make separate applications to the concerned
public authorities for obtaining information from them. It may be noted that the Act
requires the supply of such information only which already exists and is held by the
public authority or held under the control of the public authority. It is beyond the
scope of the Act for a public authority to creat information. Collection of information,
parts of which are available with different public authorities, would amount to
~

creation of information which a public authority under the Act is not required to do.
At the same time, since the information is not related to anyone particular public
authority, it is not the case where application should be transferred under subsection (3) of Section 6 of the Act. It is pertinent to note that sub-section (3) refers
to 'another public authority' and not 'other public authorities'. Use of singular form in
the Act in this regard is important to note"

4.

The PIOs are also further advised that if the details of public authorities who

may have the information sought by the applicant are available with the PIO, such
details may be provided to the applicant.

5.

Contents of this OM may be brought to the notice of all concerned.
By Order
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Nisha Singh, lAS
Additional Chief Secretary (AR) to the
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Copy is forwarded for information and necessary action to:
1. All the Administrative Secretaries to the Govt of Himachal Pradesh.
2. The Resident Commissioner, HP Himachal Bhawan, Sikandra Road, New Delhi.
3. All Head of the Departments in Himachal Pradesh.
4. All the Divisional Commissioners in Himachal Pradesh.
5. All the Deputy Commissioners in Himachal Pradesh.
6. The Secretary to the Governor Himachal Pradesh, Raj Bhawan, Shimla-2
7. The Secretary, Himachal Pradesh Vidhan Sabha, Shimla-4
8. The Secretary to Lokayukta, Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-2
9. The Registrar General, H.P High Court, Shimla-l
10. The Managing Directors/Chief Executive Officers/Secretaries/Registrars of all
Boards/ Commissions/Corporations/Autonomous Bodies/PSUs/ Govt Universities
etc.

~

(Rajesh Sharma)
Joint Secretary CAR) to the
Government of H~macha l Pradesh

