Report of Community Clean-up Drive

A Community Clean-up Drive was stared on 1st June, 2023 for
representatives of Panchayati Raj Institutions, Mahila Mandals, Yuvak
Mandals, Anganwari Workers, NGOs, Social Workers, and Volunteers from
different organization including general public with an objective of spreading
legal awareness about clean and healthy environment and to protect and
improve the same as a part of fundamental duty. During the weeklong drive
approximately 8000 Gram Panchayats, Mahila Mandals, Yuvak Mandals,
Anganwaris, and more than 1600 NOGs, SHGs, Social Workers etc. have
participated and they made aware about importance of environment and
cleanliness. During this drive, 29 tonns of garbage was removed from 2504

hotspots in the rural areas.

In the first phase of Cleanliness Drive, started in 61
Urban/Semi-Urban Bodies w.e.f. 18th May, 2023 to 31st May, 2023, 110

tonns of garbage removed from 504 Hotspots.

On 5th June, 2023, Word Environment Day was observed by
HP State Legal Services Authority throughout the State by associating
representatives of Panchayati Raj Institutions, Mahila Mandals, Yuvak
Mandals, Anganwari Workers, NGOs, Social Workers, and Volunteers

from different organization including general public.

On this occasion, Hon’ble Shri Justice Tarlok Singh Chauhan,
Judge, High Court of Himachal Pradesh and Executive Chairperson, HP
State Legal Services Authority virtually interacted with all above
stakeholders. More than 7,000 people joined virtual interaction from

almost 200 locations through the State.

Hon’ble Executive Chairperson, HP State Legal Services
Authority said that this year, the World Environment Day theme is
"#BeatPlasticPollution".

Hon’ble Executive Chairperson further added that as we all
faced pandemic for more than two years, it has highlighted the significance of
safe, clean and sustainable environment like never before. Now, it is alarming
for all of us to take care of the mother earth and its resources. It is our first
and foremost responsibility to look after the usage of every resource. The

environment has become extremely polluted and full of toxins which has




harmful impact on our health.

Hon’ble Executive Chairperson impressed upon to do
something about it and protect the environment without which the life on the
earth is impossible at all. Some small initiatives by us can make a big impact
like

v Stop using plastic on day-today basis

v Plantation of trees

v" Keep our surroundings clean and maintain hygiene

v" Not to throw garbage in open areas, rivers and water bodies

v" Be mindful using the things and recycle them

v' Save water as much as we can

v Increase in the forest area by reducing the use of wood and tree.

His Lordship during interaction said that PRIs, SHGs, NGOs and
Voluntary Organizations and other Stakeholders are always pro-active in
carrying out various legal services activities at the door steps of public. I
remember that in the year 2021 during Pan India Awareness Campaign, large
participation of all stakeholders was noticed by me, while joining this
campaign in District Shimla, Bilaspur, Solan and Hamirpur. This shows the
trust of public being reposed on the programs of Legal Services

Institutions.

I believe that legal services should always be within the
reach of the public and needy ones. We have opened Legal Care and
Support Centers for cluster of villages. Para Legal Volunteers are deployed in
these centers for easy access of the public for legal services. Legal Services
not only include providing legal aid in court based matters to the eligible
beneficiaries such as a Member of Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribes; a
woman or a child, an industrial worker, person in custody, HIV affected
persons, transgender and those of general category having annual income
less than 3 lacs, but also includes spreading legal literacy and awareness
amongst the people, in particular to educate weaker sections of society about
their rights and benefits guaranteed by social welfare legislations and

administrative programmes and measures.



In the end His Lordship shared some of the activities may took

place during the long day Community Clean-up Drive:-

v' Cleaning up of Panchayat Ghars, Village Community Centers, Mahila
Mandals and Yuvak Mandal Bhawans, Anganwaris, Senior Citizen

Centers etc.

v' Junk and Trash pickup from the village streets, temples, playgrounds,

vacant spots etc.

v' Cleaning up water resources such as Wells, Ponds, Water Bodies, Water

Tanks etc.

During day long Community Clean-up Drive 835 of
Panchayati Raj Institutions, 978 Mahila Mandals, 162 Yuvak Mandals,
3005 Anganwari Workers, 68 NGOs/SHGs/Social Workers participated
and approximately 12.5 tons of garbage was removed from 1384

hotspots till 03:00 PM.

Total 4748 institutions participated today in this drive,
which is a record number of institutions joining programme of HP State

Legal Services Authority.
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HPSLSA's #BeatPlasticPollution and Massive
Community Clean-up Drive Removes 139
Tonnes of Garbage from Himachal
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Author: Kuldeep Chauhan, Editor-in-Chief

BSHIMLA- In a state-wide clean-Himachal and BeatPlasticPollution
drive to promote healthy environment, a Community Clean-up Drive
iRemoved 139 Tonnes of Garbage involving 4748 institutions from
across Himachal Pradesh. The drive has sensitized the stakeholders,
red-flagging a dire need for a clean and healthy environment on
orld Environment Day.

e ‘\ was HP State Legal Services Authority(HPSLSA), which spearheaded
the drive across the state, while government remaons a fence sitter.

HPSLSA organized a special event involving representatives from various
organizations and the general public to observe WorldEnvironmentDay.

During a virtual interaction, Shri Justice Tarlok Singh Chauhan, Judge of the High
Court of Himachal Pradesh and Executive Chairperson, HPSLSA, who had
launched the drive  engaged with over 7,000 participants from nearly 200
locations across the state.

The drive saw the active participation of representatives from various
organizations, along with the general public that clean up traditional baudis and
rivers and khads, roadsides and water sources across the state, informed Prem Pal
Ranta, member secretary, HPSLA, who is also a District and Sessions Judge.

As many as 8,000 Gram Panchayats, Mahila Mandals,
Yuvak Mandals, Anganwari Workers, NGOs, Social
Workers, and Volunteers worked together to raise legal
awareness about the importance of a clean and healthy
environment in Himachal Pradesh.

Over 29 tonnes of garbage were cleared from 2,504 hotspots in rural areas that

speak volumes for the urgency of tackling the cleanliness issue.

This initiative followed the first phase of the Cleanliness Drive, which took place
from May 18 to May 31, 2023,



During this phase, 110
tonnes of garbage were
removed from 504 hotspots . ..
in 61 Urban/Semi-—Urbaan '
Bodies. i
Shri Justice Chauhan highlighted thisj#d:

year's World Environment  Dayiss,
theme- #BeatPlasticPollution. &

He stressed the crucial need tof
protect the environment and itspe
resources, especially in the wake offs
the pandemic, which has underscored '
the significance of a safe and cleang
environment.

Executive Chairperson i
urged individuals to takeg
small yet impactful steps & o .
such as reducing plastic usage, planting trees, maintaining
cleanliness, proper waste disposal, recycling, water
conservation, and minimizing wood consumption, thereby
increasing forest cover.

He acknowledged the active involvement of PRIs, SHGs, NGOs, and Voluntary
Organizations in various legal services activities, indicating the trust and support
of the public towards these initiatives.

The Community Clean-up Drive encompassed diverse activities like cleaning
community centers, streets, temples, and water resources, making a substantial
impact on the environment.

The magnitude of the drive is understandable as over 4,748
institutions participated in this drive, setting a new record for the
HPSLSA.

This collective effort showcases the power of unity and determination in
preserving and safeguarding the environment for a brighter future of the present
and coming generation.



Besides, HPSLA drive personnel from
Lterritorial army also cleaned the
Dhalli-Charrabra-Kufri stretch of the
highway which was littered with trash
and junk dumped by the tourists and
road side vendors who care damn to
collect the garbage and dispose it off
‘the designated spots.

(But Shimla Municipal Corporation
and HP Tourism department have not
Bcven bothered to keep dust bins at
\ | tourist places on this route.

=as ritual, Much will depend on how
hese organisations put in place a
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12.5tonnes of
trashremoved
. from1,384 spots

SHIMLA, JUNE 5
The HP State Legal Services
Authority today observed the
World Environment Day
across the state, with the par-
ticipation of Panchayati Raj
Institutions, Mahila Mandals, °
Yuvak Mandals, Anganwadi
workers, NGOs, social work-
ers, and volunteers from vari-
ous organisations.

.On the occasion, Justice
Tarlok Singh Chauhan
Himachal Pradesh High
Court virtually interacted
with the participants. More
than 7,000 individuals joined
the virtual interaction from
as many as 200 locations.

A community clean-up
drive was organised in which
approximately 12.5 tonnes of
garbage were removed from
1,384 spots. As many as 835
Panchayati Raj institutions,.
978 Mahila Mandals, 162
Yuvak Mandals, 3,005 Angan-
wadi workers, 68 NGOs,
SHGs and social workers
took part in the drive. —OC




