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T0 provide for 1he constitution nl l11.1me Guards fo r use in emergency and 
for other purposes conneclL:d ;Im ewit h in H imachal Pradesh . 

Be it enacted by the Legislative /,ssembl y of Himachal Pradesh in the 
Nineteenth Year of the Republic of India a ~ lilllows:-

I . t l ) This Acl may be calktl !he Himachal Pradesh Home Guards Shrnt !l!k 
Act. 1968 bren: anl! 

(2) It extends to the Wholi: of Himachal Pradesh. 
(3) l,t shall come into for· :1: at once. 

2. The Government may. by riot ification. exclude any district or 
area from the operation o!' thi s Act. 

3. In this Act. unless the con1t:xt otherwise requires,-
(a) 'Form ' means a fcrm in the Schedule to this Act; 
(b) 'Government' means the Government of Himachal 
Pradesh; 
(c) ' Local authority' means a municipal, small town or 
notified area committee. zila parishad, gram ,panchayat or other 
authority legally 
entitled to, or entrusted b) the Government with, the control or 
·management of a municip :. ' or local fund; 
(d) ·notification' 1rn~an s notification published under 
proper authority 
in the official gazette; 
( e) 'Official Gazetl ~ · · means the Rajpatra, H imachal 
Pradesh: and 
(f) ·prescribed' me.1·1s prescribed by rules made under 
this Act. 
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4. (I) The Government sh.i :I by notificat ion constitute for the Constitutil o11 
Union territory of Himal I ,al Pradesh a volunteer body called of Home 
the Home Guards, the members of which shall discharge such Guard and 
functions and duties in rel ?,lion to the protection of persons, the appointment 0 1 

security of property, the p.iblic safety and the maintenance of Commandant 
essentia l services as ma) be assigned to them in accordance Gene ral and 
with the provisions of this ·.1ct and the rules made there under Commandant 
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l'n•11,1cJ 111.11 !he Go1't-r111 11cnt 111.1\ . b\ nntil.1cat ion. divide 
the Uniun territory ur I li1.' .n:h.il l' r.aJe: h 111lll two l)r murt 
arcas and appoint a Com11 ·. 1n .l.1n t t"t>r each -;uch area . 

(21 ) The adm inistration and , .... 11111.111J ol the Home Guards 
Constituted under sub-section , · ' rur any area shall under the 
overal l command and contro l o . the Commandant General. be 
vested in the Commandant , .. i,._, >hall be appointed by the 
Government: 

Provided that the Com111 andan1 may, with the approval 
of the Commandant Gene1 al. t e legate such administrative and 
disciplinary functions as 1na:1 he necessary fo r the efficient 
functioning o f the organin11 iu1• In any o rficcr subordinate 10 
h11n . 
(iii) The genera l supervision and c11ntro l .. r the Home Guard > 
throughout Hi111achal Pradesh .ha ll vest in the Commandant 
General who shall be appo1r,1etl by the Government. 

(iv) Until a Commandanl is •·r·r ointed in nn area under sub
section( I) the Commandant C::ic11rn1I may also exercise the 
powers and perform the functi i11s ass igned to the Commandant 
by or under this Act. 

(I) Subject to the approval a l the Commandant General, the Commandant 111.11 
appoint as members of the ho1 11 e Guards such number of persons, who are fi t an~I 
willing to serve, as may, from 1:me to time, be determined by the Government and 
inay appoint any such me111b.: r to any office of Command in the Home Guards 
under him . 
(2) Notwithswnding anything contained in sub-section ( I), the Commanda111 
General may appoint any such member to any office of Command unde r his 
immediate control. ., 
(3) A member of the Home C.·uards shall on appointment, make a declarat ion 1n 
form I and receive a certifit;:.te of appointment in form II under the seal and 
signatures of such officer as 1nay be prescribed. 
(4) Subject to any rules mad•: in this behalf;a member of the Home Guards shal l 
be required to serve the Ho111e Guards organization for a period of three ) car, 
(including the period spent 1·1 training) which period may be extended b) the 
Government to such further pt:riod as it may consider necessary, and the member 
of the Home Guards shall, 1 ~ ·1erea fter, serve i·n the reserve force of the Home 
Guards constituted as hereina tier provided, fo r a period of three years and shall. 
while serving in such reserve fo rce , be liable to be called out for duty at an, 
time. 

Notwithstanding anyth ing contained in sub-section (4) of section 5. Ille 
Commandant General or the <.:ommandant shall have the authority to discharge 
any member of the Home Guarc.ls al any time subject to such conditions as ma) 
be prescribed, if, in his opin ion. the services of such member are no lcltlt:cr 
required . 

The Government shall, by notilication, constitute a reserve force of the I l11111c 
Guards consisting of members of the Home Guards who under sub-section ( ~ lo t" 

section 5 are required to sene in the reserve force . 

(I) The G:ommandant Gener~ I . 1l1e Commandant, the District Magistrate or al\\ 

other oftker authorized by ·t·c C t>111111andant may at any time call out a 111c1nli.:1 
of the Home Guards for 1n11ni11 ~ or tu discharge any of the functions or Jutic, 

· assigned to the Home G~arj ; in accordance with the provisions of this Ac t •mJ 
the rules made there under. _ 
(2) The Commandant Gt:riern l 111ay, in an emergency, ca~I out a member a t Ho111e 
Guards for training or 10 di ~ . c hargc any of the said funclions or duties in any part 
of f-j imachal Pradesh. 

9. (I) ~ member of the 1-fomc GuarJs when called out under section 8_ shall have 
the same powers, privile;:es and protection as an office of pohce appointee.I under 
any law for the time being :ri force. . 
(2) No prosecution shall b~ instituted against a member o_f the Home Guards in 

respect of anything done •l · :iurpllrt ing 10 be done by him in_ the discharge ,1f Im 
functions or dut ies as s•1c'1 member e~ce pt wHh the previous sanc11on 11 t the 
'U •r.i·ii:r. ' 11\ J l.-r r:Hr 
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I 0. The 111e111bers of the ~ ! ll lll ~ Guards when called out under section 8 in .11J · •I 

I I. 

the police force shall be unt! ~r the control of the officers of the police l'<' rc·c· 111 
. such manner. and to sud ~;.; 11~ nt . as ma y he prescribed. 

(I) Every person who fc,1• a1·;· reason ceases to be a member of 
the l'!.ome Guards shall fi1rth .1 ith deliver up to the Commandant 
or to such person, and at sud1 place. as the Commandant may 
direct, his certi{icatc o f .J,Jp:i1ntmcnt or o f office, identity card 

and arms, ammunition. accoutrements. clothing and other 
necessaries which have been furni shed to him as such member. 
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(2) Any Magistrate or. lur ·;p..:ciJI ri.:a>ons wh ich shall be 
recorded in writing, any p11li ..:• : n lfo.: ..:r. 1111t below the rank of an 
Assistant or Deputy Superirt cndcnl of Police, may issue a 
warrant to search for anj sei;.e, wherever they may be found 
any certificate, identity c.ird . ;,·ms. ammunition, accoutrements, 
clothing or other necessaries 11 .. 1t so de livered up. Every warrant 
so issued shall be executfd in accordance with the provisions oi 
the Code of Criminal PrccedL re. 1898. by a police officer or, if 

. the Magistrate or the poli c1: officer issuing the warrant so 
directs, by any other pcrS•)'1 . 
(3) Nothing in this section , ha ll b1.: deemed to appl y to any 
article which under the order> of the Commandant General has 
become the property of the person to whom the same was 
furnished . 
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(I) The Commandant G :nera l or the Commandant shall have 
the authority to suspend. •c:duce in rank. or dismiss or fine to an 
amount not exceeding, Ii f:y rupees, any member of the Home 
Guards under his control. if rnch member, on being called out 
under section 8, without reasonable cause, neglects or refuses to 
obey such order or to dis.:harge his functions and duties as a 
member of Home Guard~ or 10 obey any other lawful order or 
direction given to him for the performance of his functions and 
duties, is guilty of any br!ach of discipline or misconduct. The 
Com'mandant General or the Commandant Shall also have the 

1898 

--
authority to dismiss any me1r:ber of the Hume Gua1us un tlr1.:· 
ground of conduct which has Id to his conviction on a crim inal 
charge. 
(2) When the Commandam Ge11eral or the Commandant passes 
an order for suspending, reduc :ng in rank, dismissing or fining 
any member of the Home (j uards under section sub- section ( I) 
he shall record such order. 01 cause the same to be recorded, 
together with the reasons the ·cf ore and a note of the enquiry 
made, in writing and SUl'.h order shall no~ Qe passed by the 
Commandant General or thl: Commandant unless the person 
concerned is given an opportunitl to be heard in his defence. 
(3) Any member of the Home Guards aggrieved by an order of 
the Commandant may appi:al against such order to the 

• Commandant General and an:1 such member Guards aggrieved 
by an order of the Commandant General may appeal against 
such order to the Governrm:nt. with in th irty days of the date on 
which he was served wit:1 notice of' such order. The 
Commandant General, or t11e Ciovernment. as the case may be, 
may pass such order as he ilr it thinks fit. 
(4) The Commandant Genera .. or the· Government may, at any . 
time, call for and examine the record of any order passed by the 
Commandant or the Commandant General. respectively under 
sub-section ( 1) for the pL11 po.;1.: of satisfying himself as to the 
legality or propriety of SLi(·h •>rder passed by the Commandant 
or the Commandant Gene•al, as the case may be, and may pass 
such order with reference t11ereto as he or it thinks fit. 
(5) Every order if no appeal i!. made there from as hereinbefore 
provided, and every order passed in appeal or revision under 
this section, shall be final. 

. (6) Any 'fine imposed unJ1.:r th is section may be recovered in 
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the manner provided by tile rn J·: u1· Criminal Procedure, 1898. 
for the recovery of fint!s i111pmc:d h~ a court as if such fines 
were imposed by a coun . 

(6) ~ny punish~ent i~~fo:ted 1>11 a member of the Home Guards under rh 1, 
Sect.ion shall be m add1t10n to the penalty to which such member is liable und.:r 
section 13 or any other law for the time being in force . 

E.yplana1ion:--- When the C C•mmandanl General. while exercising the pill\ er' 
of the·Commandant, pas~cs all'; urtlcr under sub-section (I) or section 6---

a. the appeal tr0rn1 su1.:h ortlt!r shall lie to the Government· 
b. for the purposes e r sub-section (4), the powers of revision in rc.: , rc.:cl 

of such order sh al I vest m the Government. 
I? · (I) If any member of the Home Guards, on being cal led out under section 8. 

without reaso~abl~ excuse. n ~glee ts or refuses to obey such order. tlr 1l
1 

d~scharge his tunct1ons a! suc11 member or to obey any lawful order or dirc.:c
11

.,,, 

• g1v~n to him for the perforr.1.111ce of his duties, he shall. on convictil1n. be 
punishable with simple :·nprisonment for a term which may extend to 1hrec 
months, or with fine which 1TI T ·1 extend to two hundred and fifty rupees. or 11 ith 
both . 

. (2) If an.y mei:nber or tht Home Guards willfully neglects or refu, c:, to 
deliver up his certificate 1Jf «i:•pointment or of office or of any other artide. in 

accordance with the pr0wisi 11 : 1~ nf sub-section ( 1) of section 11 . he ,11.1 11. " " 
conviction. be punished with '. 1npriso11111ent for a term which ma) extend ,,, 1•11c· 
month. or with tine i.\•hi;;h 111.1y .:xtend to one month, or with tine which 111a 1 

extend to one hundred rupee~ . or with both . 
(3) No proceeding shall be instituted in any court under sub-, .:c t11u1 

( l) or (2) without the previous sanction of the Commandant General. 
(4) A police officer may arrest without warrant any person 11 ho 

commits an offence punishable under sub-section ( l) or (2). 
14. ( l) The Government may. by notification, make rules consistent 111 th thi> 
Act.-
( a)' . regulating the po\.\ers exercisap,le by the Commandant Gem:r;d. the.: 

Commandant, the D·s trict Magistrate or other officers authorized h~ the 
Commandant under ~:<:ction 8: 

(b) providing for the exi.:rcisc of control by officers of the police fore..: '"c:r 
members of the Horr.c- Guards when acting in aid of the police fo rce . 

(c) regulating the organisation. appointment, conditions of scr\ 1 ~e . 
qualifications. 1\.mc;ions. duties, discipline, arms, accoutrements anti 
clothing of member:; of the Home Guards and the manner in which the~ 
'may be called out for service or be required to undergo any training 

(d) regulating the exercise by members of the Home Guards of an~ ,, r th e.: 
powers exercisable under section 9 of this Act; and 

(e) generally for giv.rig t:ffect to the provisions of this Act. 
(2) Every rule made un:ler this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be a lier it i' 

made, before the Legislati\e Assembly while it is in session for a total period l'r 
not less than fourteen d:iys '.vhich may be comprised in one session or in l\\ o l'r 
more successive sessions a:'J if before the expiry of the session in which it i, "' 

r - .. -~ 

... 
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laid or lhe sess ions afo1<' ~<11r .. the 1\ssem bly makes any modification in th.: ruk 
or decides that the rule ~ hot:ld not be made, the rule shall therafier havi: d frc·1 
only in such modified lorm or be or no effect, as the case may be. so, hu11 ..:1 c·1 
that any such modifi c:11ior. or annulment shall be without prejudice 10 tile· 
validil} or anything pn:1· i ou · . I ~ dt)ne under that rule. 

I 5. Members uf 1 mme Guards acting under this 
Act shall be deemed tt· ht- ruhlic servants within the 
meaning of sec tion 21 of the Indian Pena l Code . 

'1 6. ( I) Notwith;tanding anything contained to 
the contrary in any other law for the lime being in force, a 
member of the Home Ot1ards, shall not be disqualified for 
being chosen as, and fo r be ing. a member of any local 
authority or legislative meri: ly by reason of the fact that he 
is a member of the Home ()uards. 

(2) For the remova l of doubts. it is hereby declared 
ihat a Commandant ()er ual or Commandant appointed 
under section 4 shall not I;.; a member of the Home Guards 
and as such , he shall be .lisqualified for being chosen as. 
and for being, a merrohcr of any local authority or 
legislature . 
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17. The Bombav Home guards Act, 1947, as Repeal .mt! 

applicable to the areas corn~irised in Himachal Pradesh savings 
immediately before the Isl November. 1966, and the East 
Punjab Volunteer Corps Act . 1947. as in force in the areas 
added to Himachal Pradesh o.111der section 5 of the Punjab 
Re-organisation Act, 1966 a11: hereby replaced . 

Provided that anything done or any action taken. 
including any rule, appoinur1';nt. declaration, or delegation 
made, order, notification. Certificate or notice issued, 
direction given. Home Guards or reserve force constituted, 
and any proceedings comm·~nced or continued, under the 
provisions of any of the Acts hereby replaced, shall in so 
far as it is not inconsistent ·~ith the provisions of this Act, 
be deemed to have bc•!ll done tir taken under the 
corresponding provisions of this Act. 
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AUTHORITATIVE ENGLISH TEXT 
Act No. 21 of 2002 . 

THE HIMACHAL PIO.DESI-I HOME GUARDS 
(AM\.,Nl>MENT) 

A("I . 2002 

(AS ASSENTEL> TO II\ '1 llE (;OYlmNOR ON 14 111 

NOYEl\tllER, 2002) 

, \ ~ 

.c\( 'T 

Further to amend the Himachal Pr .1· lesh I lnme Ciuards act. 1968 
(Act No. 20 of 1968) 

Be it enacted by th e Legislati ve Assembly of Himahcal 
Pradesh in the Fifty-third . Year .11' the Republic of India as follows :-

I. This Act may be called tlw l·limachal Pradesh Home Guards ( Short ti11t . 
\Amendment) Act. 2002/ 

2. In section 4 of the Himad c. I Pradesh Home Guards Act, 1968 Amendm~nt 

(hereinafter referred to as till " Principal Act"), for the word of secton-~ . 

"members'', the words" voluntcL.r>" shal I he su bstituted . 

3. In section 5 of the principal Act.-

(a) in its heading for the words "appointment of 
members"' the ,,·ords "enrollment of volunteers" 
shall be substitut-. '. d: 

(b) in the sub-sectic•rs (1),(2) and (3):· 

(i) for the v1ords "member" and "member" 
wherever tt • .-se occur, the word "volunteers" 
and "voli1nteer" shall respectively be 
substituted: <.nd 

(ii) for tht: " .. rd s" appoi111·· and appointment", 
whcrt:vL:r 1! :,:s<: LH.:t:ur. thL: words" enroll" and 
enrollm'ent ' shall respectively be substituted: 
and 

(c) for sub-section (•), the following shall be substituted 
namely:-

AmendmL·11 1 
of secton-~ . 



··(..J) Subject I ll 1·Loles made in this behalf. a vo lunteer 
of Hoir.c Cuards shall serve the Home Guards 
Organi.:•l!i(·I· for a minimum period of three 
years an·J n1:iy co:i tinue as such till attaining the 

age 111' _·; x year~ and thereafter serve in the 
reser\'l' 1.irce 1i ll attaining the age of 60 years.·· 

4. ln sections 6.7.8. 1J. IO. ll.1 2. 13. and IS of the principal 
Act. !'or the words "member" and '"1m:mbers". wherever these occur. 
the words "volunteer" and "volunteers·· shall respect ively be 
substituted . 

Amendment or 5. In sections 14 of ti·,,: principal Ai.:t. in sub- section ( I) in 
sanction-14 clause (c) for the words ··a .~1:o in1111ent " and ''members". the words 

"enrollment "' and "volunteer<· -;hall respectively be substituted. 

Amendment M 6. In sections 16 of the principal Act. in sub- sections (I) and 
sanction-16 (2). for the words "a member 0f Home Guards" wherever these occur, 

the words" a volunteer of Hc•rne Guards" shal I be substituted. 

Amendment 7. In THE SCHEDULE .tppended to the principal Act:-
of THE 
SCHEDULE (a) for Form-I, the fJ!low ing shall be substituted, namely:-

. i: '' rl11 \ .. 

l <· .' ,;;,•,·t h'I\ .;\:I ; 

I. ... ...... .... .... .... ... '.{esident of ... .' . . : .... . ....... do hereby 
solomanly declare and affirm that I will truly serve as a volunteer of 
Home Guards without fan•u r of affection. malice or ill-well, 
communal or political bias fo : a minimum period of three years and 
may continue as such till all.lining the age of fifty eight years and 
thereafter serve in the reserv•: force of Home Guards till attaining the 
age of 60 years depending up1.•n my suitability .and requirement to the 
Home Guards Organization. I undertake to serve as a volunteer of 
Home Guards of any time ar.<l place in India if I am called out for 
training or duty. I will, tc <he best of my skill and knowledge, 
disch,arge the duties of a volLr~ <eer of Home Guards. 

.-\mend111r11t 
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