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Government of India

Ministry of Human Resource Developmert
Department of School Education & Literacy

[Mid-Day Meal Division]
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi,

Dated the 22'd April, 2020

To
The Principal Accounts Officer,
Ministry of Human Resource Development,

Principal Accounts Office,
Shastri Bhavan,
New Delhi.

Subject: Release of Ad-hoc Recurring Central Assistance to (iovt. of Himachal Pradeshfor
National Programme of Mid Day Meal in schools for thc year 2020-21

Sir,

I am directed to say that Ministry of Finance (Department of Economic Affairs) has issued

guidelines vide office Mcmorandum No.l2(13)-B(W&My2020 dated Sth April, 2020 on cash

Management System in Central Govemment. In compliance ofthesc guidelines and pending receipt

of unspent balance as on 1.4.2020, it has been decided to release Rs. 2107.38 Lakh(Rupees Twenty
onc crore seven Lakh and Thirty Eight Thousand only) to Gort. of Himachal Pradesh as an ad-

hoc recurring Central assistance on the basis of PAB-MDM approval for the year 2019-20 under

National Programme of Mid Day Meal in Schoolsfor the year 2020-21, as per component wise details

given bclow:-
'. in Lokh

Management Monitoring & Evaluation (MME)

1'O't'Ar,
2.(i) The State I'inance Department musl release Centml lssistance along with the mtnln um

matching contfibution of Slote share to lhe Educalion Deportment or lhe nodol deparlmenl for
implementation of Mid Day Meal Scheme (MDMS) immediately.

(i, The Education Depa ment or the nodal department for MDMS must release the Cental
Assislance as well as State Government's mfltching contribution to the schools,/implementing

agencies within a week.
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Minimum Mandatory
State Share

Central ShareSl. No. Component/norm
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Primary * Upper Primary

32I

104.47Cost of Food grains1

155.871402.80,) Cookin Cost

489.69J Honorarium to Cooks-cum-Helpers

5 5.02

54.41

4 Transportation Assistance

55.405

2r0.282107.38



3. The expenditure ofRs.2107.38 Lakh(Rupces Twenty Onc Crorc Sevcn Lakh and Thirty
Eight Thousand Only)will bc debited to Demand No. 58- Department of School Education &
Literacy,360l (Major Head) Grant-in-Aid to Statc Govcrnments 'l'his amount is to bc trifurcated into
following heads:

(i) Rs. 1412.79 Lakh(Rupees l'ourlcen Crorc Twelvc Lakh and Scventy Nine Thousand
Only) will be debited to Demand No. 58 - Department olSchool Education & Literacy, 3601 (Major
Head) - Grant-in-Aid to State Governmcnts, 06 -Centrally Sponsored Schemes (Sub-Major Head),
l0l - Central Assistance/ Share (Minor Ilead), l0 National Programmc of Mid Day Meals in
Schools (Sub Head), 10.01 Assistancc to States Amount to bc mct from Gross l]udgctary Support
(Detailed Ilead). 10.01 .3 I Grants-in-aid-Gcn eral for 2020-21.

(ii) Rs, 578.47 Lakh (Rupc.es Fivc Crore Sevcnty liight Lakh and Forty Seven Thousand
Only) will be dcbitcd to Demand No. 58 - Departmenl of School Education & l,itcracy, 3601 (Major
Head) - Grant-in-Aid to State Govcrnments, 06 {cntrally Sponsored Schcmcs (Sub-Major Head),

789 - Special Component Plan for Scheduled Castes (Minor llead), l0 -National Programme of
Mid Day Meals in Schools (Sub Hcad), 10.01 Assistancc to States Amount to be mct from Gross

Budgetary Support (Detailed I lead), 10.01 .3 I Grants-in-aid-Gen eral for 2020-21 .

(iiD Rs. ll6.f2 Lakh@upees Onc Crorc Sixtcen Lakh and Twelve Thousand Only) will be

debited to Demand No. 58 - Dcpartment ofSchool Flducation & I-iteracy, 3601 (Major Head) - Grant-
in-Aid to State Govemments, 06 {cntrally Sponsored Schemcs (Sub-Major Hcad), 796 -Tribal
Area Sub Plan (Minor Hcad), l0 -National Programme of Mid Day Meals in Schools (Sub

Head), 10.01 Assistance to States Amount to be met from Gross Budgetary Support (Detailed
I-lead), 1 0.0 1.3 I Grants-in-aid-General for 2020-21.

4. Accordingly, I am directcd to convcy thc sanction of the Prcsidcnt of India to rclcase of
Rs. 116.12 Lakh(Rupc.es One Crore Sixtccn Lakh and Twclve Thousand Only) to Govt. of
Ilimachal Pradesh as an rccurring Ccntral assistancc undcr Netional Programmc of Mid Day
Meal in Schools for the year 2020-21 .

5. The expenditurc of Rs. 116.12 Lakh (Rupecs One Crore Sixteen Lakh and Twelve
Thousand Only) will be debited to Demand No. 58 - Department of School Education & Literacy,
3601 (Major Ilead) Grant-in-Aid to State Govcrnments, 06 Ccntrally Sponsorcd Schemes (Sub-

Major Head), 796 -Tribal Area Sub Plan (Minor Ilcad), l0 National Programme of Mid Day
Mcals in Schools (Sub Head), 10.01 Assistance to States Amount to be met lrom Gross Budgetary
Support (Detailed Head), 10.01.3 I - Grants-in-aid-Gencral for 2020-21 .

I^l

The above grant is subject to the following conditions: -

COST OT- }'OODGRAI]YS:

(i) District administration will cnsurc that cvery consuming unil maintains a buffer sbck
of food grains required for a month to avoid disruption due to unforesecn cxigcncies.

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, l"ood & Public Distribution has decided that the
food grain would be supplicd under Mid Day Meal Scheme at the National Food

Security Act (NFSA) rates viz. Rs.2.00 per kg for wheat and Rs.3.00 per kg lor rice
instead ofBelow Poverty Line rates (Rs.4.l5 pcr kg for whcat and Rs.5.65 per Kg for
rice) during the l"' quarter of thc ycar 2020-21.It is, thcrcfore, advised that thc
payment of food grains to F'ood Corporation of lndia may be madc at NFSA rates in
respect ofthe food grains lifted by the State. District administration will ensure the

(iD
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(iii)

(iv)
(v)
(vi)

payment of the bills raised by FCI within 20 days ofthe submission of bills as per the
guidelines issued by this Department vide letter No. l-15/2009-Desk(MDM) datcd
10.2,2011. The taxes if any levied by the StateruT would be bome by the Govt. of
India.
State Govemment will nominate an officer who will be responsible for receiving the
bills submitted by FCI and ensuring payment to it in time. FCI will intimate its
account number and mode of receiving of payment to the nodal o{ficer, who should
be made responsible for transfcrring money/depositing cheque in that account. State
Govt. will cnsure timely payment to FCI by district authority.
All other provisions made in the above guidelines issued should be strictly complied.
The StatesfuTs may evolve a system for on-line payment to FCI to avoid delay.
The information on month-wise payment to FCI may be made available to this
I)epartment on regular basis.

tBl COOKING COST:

tcl
.I 

RA}_ SP 0 R'I'A TI O.T- C O S T :

The admissibility of transportation assistance for l2 Special Category Slates has

been revised to the rate prevalent under the public Distribution System (PDS) in
these States/UTs viz. Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Himachal Pradcsh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura and

Uttarakhand in place ofthe earlier assistance at a flat rate ofRs. l25l per quintal
vide order No. I -ll2009-Desk(MDM) dated 24.11.2009 effective from L12.2009.
The utilisation of this grant should be commensurate with the actual quantity of
food grains lifted and transportcd under thc Scheme. Rcquirement of
Transportation cost may vary from district to district within StatefuT depending
upon the topography and distance to be transported. States/UTs may therefore,
reallocate this grant amongst the districts as per the requirement and as per
StatefuT norms.

tDl IIO\OR RIUM TO COOKS-CUM-IIEI,PI.]RS

(i) State Golt. must also releasc minimum matching contribution of Rs. 100/- per cook-
cum-helper as State's share without any de lay so that minimum amount of
honorarium of Rs.1000/- per month per cook-cum-helper is paid through e-transfer in
to thcir bank account. The States may top up their share for releasing more than Rs.
1000/- pcr month per cook-cum-helper.
State Govt. may give priority to wcaker section o[ the society likc women, SC/S'I,
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( ii)

ir!ri

(D StateruT's norm of expenditure towards cooking cost shall under no circumstances
be fixed at a level less than Rs.4.97 per child per school day for primary stage and
Rs.7.45 per child per school day for upper primary stage and Special Training
Centres (STC) schools.

(iD State Govemment should release 10o% minimum mandatory State Share of cooking
cost simultaneously.

(iiD StateVUTs will not reduce its own budgetary allocation for cooked Mid-Day Meal
Programme below the level ofBE: 2005-06.

(iv) As stipulated in the MDM Guidelines, 2006 [para 3.3(iv)], States/UTs shall ensure
that a minimum of onc-month's requirement of cooking cost is available in each
school as advance through-out 2020-21.

(v) The StatesAJTs may evolve online transfer of funds to schoolVimplementing
agencies.

OBC, Minorities in engaging the cook-cum-helpers-

(i)



(iiD

(iv)

The cook-cum-helper should be engaged purely on part time basis. Ccntral Govt. will
not bear any past service liability in respcct of cook-cum-helper.
Scparate account will be maintained by the Statc Government for the Central
assistance being released under each category (Primary and Upper Primary)
separately to meet the payment of cook-cum-helpers under the Scheme.

IEI MME:

(i) Central assistance will be utilized for Management, Monitoring and Evaluation
(MME) i.e. 2.7yo of total recurring Central Assistance i.e. (a) Cost of food grains, (b)
cooking cost, (c) transport assistance & (d) honorarium to cook-cum-helpers as per

the guidelines issued by this Ministry's letter No. l-15/2009-Desk (MDM), dated

14.03.2019.

tr'l GENERAI,

The grant shall be subjcct to the following conditions:

(D It shall be utilized only for undertaking activities proposed in the Annual Work Plan

& Budget for the ycar 2020-21 and subject to the approval of the Programme
Approval Board, and by the Government oflndia on the basic norms ofexpenditure.

(iD The assets, if any, acquired wholly or substantially oul of this grant, should not,
without the prior sanction of lhe Government of India, be disposed off, encumbered
or utilized for purposes other than those for which the grant has been sanctioned.

(iiD The grantee shall maintain a separate and proper account ofthe expenditure incurred
out of the grant and thc accounts so maintained shall be open to audit by the
Comptroller & Auditor General of India or any authority deputed by him for the
purpose as per rules.

(iv) The State Government shall contribute and release their minimum mandatory share

simultaneously to implementing agencies.
(v) The grantee shall fumish this Department with item-wise statement of expenditure on

a quarterly basis and other reports on physical and financial progress in the prescribed

formats. The grantee will also submit annual progtess within one month from the
close of the financial year. The unspent balance, if any shall be taken into account
before funds of subsequent years are released.

(vi) The grantee shall follow strictly all the instructions issued by the Govt. of lndia from
time to time with rcgard to the implementation of the Scheme and the funds
earmarked for Special Component Plan for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Sub Plan. Therefore, the funds are required to be further bifirrcated into these minor
budget heads i.e. for SCs and STs.

7. \t is certified that the pattern of assistance under the Scheme has the prior approval of
Ministry of Finance. It is also certified that the grant is being released in conformity with rules and
principles of the Scheme.

8. The utilization certificate ofthis grant may be submitted to Govt. oflndia within three months
ofthe nexl financial year.

9. The accounts ofthe grantee shall be open to inspection by the sanctioning authority and audit,
both by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India under the provision of CAG (DPC) Act l97l
and Intemal Audit by the Principal Accounts Oflice of the Ministry of Human Resource
Development, f)epartment of School Education and Literacy, whenever the grantee is called upon to
do so.

{tifi
e
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I l. Grantee is located in Ilimachal Pradcshcircle ofaccount.

12. l'his issues with rhe concurence of Integrated F-inance Division vide their Dy. No.
01ru-D/SE&L/2020 dated 08.04.2020 and funds certified by Il'.2 vide Dy. No. 19/2020-IF.II dated
21.04.2020.

13. 'l'he Sanction ID and E-bill pcrtaining to above release has alrcady bccn generated

Yours faithfully,

[Jnder Secretarv to,I

Copy to

Sh. Kamlesh Kumar Pant, Principal Secretary, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh, Education
Department, H. P. Secretariat, Armsdale Building, Shimla-l7l 002.
The Dircctor, Go\4. of Himachal Pradesh, Education Department, H. P. Secretariat,
Armsdale Building, Shimla-l7l 002
Secretary, Finance Department, Govt. of Himachal Pradcsh, Shimla. It is requested that
funds released through this sanction letter may be transferred to the Education
Department immediately.
Director General of Audit, Central Revenues, AGCR Building, New Delhi-l l0 001.
Desk (MDM)
Consultant (MDM) for website uploading.
Guard File

Under Sccrctary to the
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10. The amount of grant-in-aid is finally adjustable in the books of Principal Accounts Officer,
Ministry of HRD, Departrnent of School Education & Literacy, D-Wing, Ground Floor, Shasrri
Bhawan, New Delhi-l l0 ll5. On reccipt of sanction letter, the Principal Accounts Officer may issue
an advice to the Reserve Bank oflndia (Ccnrral Accounts Section), Nagpur for affording credit to the
balance of the State Govemment. The Principal Accounts Officer may forward a copy ofthe advicc
to the Accountant General and Financc Department of the Statc Government along with a copy to
undersigned in the Departrnent of School Education & Literacy. State Government shall send
intimation regarding receipt of grant-in-aid to Principal Accounts Officer, Ministry of HRD,
Department of School Education & l,iteracy, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi- I 101 15.


