No.EDN-H(Ele)(4)4-10/2016-(Misc)
Directorate of Elementary Education
Himachal Pradesh. Shimla-1.

Dated Shimla-171001, the July, 2023,
To
All the Deputy Directors of Elementary Education,
Himachal Pradesh.
Subject:- Regarding “Dhai Akhar” Hand Written Letter Writing Campaign on the
theme “Digital India for New India” for the FY 2023-24.
Sir,

In reference to the Director, Postal Services, Government of India, Ministry of
Communications, Department of Posts, Himachal Pradesh, Postal Circle Shimla vide D.Q. letter No. Phil/5-
23/2023-24, dated 24-07-2023 on the subject cited above (copy enclosed).

In this context, it is submitted that “Dhai Akhar” Letter writing Competition, an
initiative by Department of Posts, not only promotes the art of letter writing but also fosters creativity,
critical thinking and empathy among participants on key issues concerning the nation. Department of posts
through Philately Division has been conducting National level, Dhai Akhar Letter writing Competition since
2017 with a huge response. The Dhai Akhar Letter writing compaign will be starting from 01-08-2023 and
can be written in English/Hindi Languages. The letter can be written on a plain A-4 size paper with a word
limit of not more than 1000 words or on an Inland letter Card (ILC) with a word limit of not more than 500
words. Only HANDWRITTEN LETTERS will be accepted and this is open to all and includes all age
groups. The writer of the letter will have to go to the post office and post the letter in the letter box. The
letter so written should be addressed to The Chief Postmaster General, Himachal Pradesh Circle,
Kasumpti Shimla-171009.

In this regard, the Top three letters in each category will be shortlisted by the Circle
and prizes will be awarded to these entries at Circle level/State Level. The selected letters at Circle
level/State Level will be sent to the Directorate for further evaluation in each category at the National Level.

In view of above, you are directed to circulate the SOP on the same among the
schools and BEEOs under your control at the earliest under intimation to this Directorate accordingly.

Encls. : As above.
Yours Faithfully,
A ——
Joint Director (Admn)

Elementary Education, Himachal
Pradesh, Shimla-1

Endst. No. Even, Dated: Shimla-171001, the July, 2023.

Copy for information and further necessary action to:-
1. The Director, Postal Services, Government of India, Ministry of Communications, Department of
Posts. Himachal Pradesh, Postal Circle Shimla-171009 for information please.

2 Supdt. IT Cell to up‘ead-an.dﬂpanmﬁulalmﬁbsilﬁfnd email to all DDEEs of H.P.
3. Guard File. LT e RReTEr 0%,
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! 31 JUL 2023 I Joinf Director (Admn)

? Elementary Education, Himachal
,' S ‘m_1 l Pradesh, GSSEa-I
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This is regarding “Dhai Akhar” Hand Writtén Letter Writing Campaign on the theme -

“Digital India for New India” for the FY 2023-24.
2. Dhai Akhar Letter Writing Competmon an initiative by Department of Posts; not only
promotes thé art of letter’ writing but also fostels cxeatmty, critical thinking and empathy among
~ participanis on key issuss concerhing the Nation. Department of Posts through Philately Division has

been conductmg Mationgl level, Dhai Akhar letter writing competmon singe 2017 with a huge rc:5ponse

-
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- The “Dhai Akhar” letter writing cqmpalﬂq will be starting from 01 -08-2023 and can be wr ‘itten
in Enchsh/l-hndi Languages. The letter can be writtén on a plair A-4 SMWNOYG hrmt of not

" more than 1000 words or on an Infand Letter Card (LILC) with . word limit of notimore than 500 words.
Only HANDWRITTEN LETTERS will be accepted. The embossed envelope an the'Intand Letfer card
(ILC) is the permitted st'monew This is open to alf and includes all age groups. he writer of the letter
will.have to go to the Post Office and post the letter in the letter box. The letters so written should be

-addressed to The Chief Postmaster Genel al; Himaelal Pradesh Circie, Kagumpti Shimia- -171069.

-

The categories for National Level Dhai Akhar Letter W‘riting Campaign are as under:- £

*
-

(2} Up to 18 years aue as on 03/01/2023
1. Inland Letter C'ud mtcgmy g
2. Envelope C.\tegoxy

. {B) Above 18 years age as on 01/411:202
1. Tnland Letter Card category
2. Envelope Category .
4, Top three letidrs in each category will beshortlisted by the CII‘L!E and prizes will be awarded to
these entries at Circle levél/State Level. The selected letters at Circle Level/State Level will be sgnt-to the
Directordte for further evaluation-in each category at the Natigna! Level.

f * 5. The following awards will be given to Circle Level/State Level winners:- - ' v
{Kﬂ)\:& Prize to be given to thewinners in each Category at Circle Level/Stute Level:-
i\}‘,‘ " ()  First Prize in cach category =Rs, 25000/~ : '
(b) Second Prize in each, category: = Rs. 10,000/-
(c) “Third Prize in each category . = Rs, 5,000/~
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' 6. The. proposed prize money to be given {6 the winhers af Nationa] Leve_l{i‘n egqh.;gg‘g,egg:gry of lgtters
is as follows:. - : ) , T R
. X goo ’ o
‘h o ‘Prize to be given to the winners in.eacl Category at National Level:; .
f (a) First Prize in each category ' = Rs. 50,000/- . } -
' {b) Second Prize in each bategory " =RS. 25,000/- ’

() . Third Prize in cach category ' =Rs. 10,000/-

%

- 7.* .Thé participants have to oive a2 certiﬂcﬁte of their age on the letter such as I cei’tifv that Y
am below/above the age of 18” as on 01/01!2023. .

8. This'is.an opportunity for the studeiits of the state to show their writ]
» their ideas on Digital India for New India a.nd W

of the rural and far flung areas where only Gover
this letter writing competition,

ng skills and to pen down
in awards. also, I shall, be happy, if'the students

iment schools are available, also participate in

-
i

: E .

t o |8 ] .
. 9. You are, therefore, requested to make wide publicity of this campaign through your depdrtment,
.50 that maximunr students along with teachers may participate in th,e*.campaign. The Tetters so,
written ‘must reach in the Office of th%e Chief Postmaster General, HP Circle, Kasumpti
Shimla-9 before 31-10-2023, . . |
3 : T ; , R .
F - 10. It is worthwhile to mention_here that this competition is not restricted to students ofilysbijt open.
- Torall. The SOP on'the same is enclosed as Annexure-A and keynotes on ihe aforesaid topic is
. . enclosed-as Annexure-B, ) :
With  Lel 1eich -
\ T wl  Wiehea, .
7 + h
| . .
} . .
b . Yours sincerely,
E
i ) .
; - * e

° Sh. Ghanshyam Chand, Director of‘Eleme'ntary Education, Shimia-171001
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“stidents’ reading, writing, language use, and

w, Standard Operating Proc

Letier writing competiiion - %+
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1. Objective =~ . P

ol a
Research shows that handwriting is'a foundational :skill that ca *-igiflth?f;r;ggz“”gx.;r_ s
7criticfal thinking. It has an important roje
in brain development. It is necessary to teach children to write, alorigside technology -~
in the classroom, as it pramotes success in’ mer,gqademic subjects. ‘Ip;today's fast-
paced world, where communication has largely shifted to’ digital, platfomgs, the art.of
letter writing has taken a-backseat. However;-t?tters hold a special place in our hearts
as they carry with them a sense of nostalgia, arrr'gfh,.and”pe'?sohal touch thatig'hard
to replicate in a text message or ah email. Ty LY
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The Dhai Akhar National Level, Letter Writing, Campaign |s% not only;a
celebration of the art of letter writing, but it is also an opporiunity for indiui&qals across;
the country to express their thoughts, feelings}, andideasina meaningful and.heartfelt
manner. it encourages creativity, originality;, and self-expression, anq provides. a
platform for individuals to display their writing skills and talents. The| Dhai Akhar
National Level Letter Writing Campaign not qnly promotes the art of letter writing bat
also fosters creativity, critical thinking, and empathy among pai'ticipants.§

2. Description of the Scheme | ' 1 e

H
¥

Dhaj Akhar is a National Level Letter Wriﬁﬁg- Competition .on ;@_;hgrhgjgsggqut H
decided by Department of Posts for thie citizens of India. Participants will write a Lé’f_l;cgﬁ' g
expressing’ their views on the stibject addressing to the Chief Postmaster General -
concerned which would be eligible for Cash awards if shortlisted first at Circle level
and then Directorate level.

N

3. General Conditions:

o Périodicity: The Dhai Akhar National Level Letter Writing Competition, IS

organized every year preferably from August to Qctober of the year. The,

campaign will start from.@1% August to 31t October (three months). L etters
posted after 315t Qctober of the year will n_o? be-accepted.

E
} , H E
= Topic: The theme™ and topic -of for the compefition will ,bg decided by
Department of Posts with the approval of Hon’ble Minister of ‘qu;nmunicationﬁ[
Secretary (Posts). .o .

3

o, Languaqe: The letter can be. written in English or Hindi or any Vernacular.

[ —
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o- Categories: The competition will be in -th_é‘sfo’llowing-categories: ‘ wy
(i} Upto 18 vears: -

-
(a) Inland Letter Card Category o

f

(b) Envelape Category ; | ‘ - ’

(i) Above 18 years: -

() inland Letter Card Category
(b} Envelope Category”

[P F—

T

« Permitted Stationery: The embossed envelope/ envelope with- stamp affixed.
for plain A-4 size paper letter and the Inland Letter Card. (ILC). will Qg
permitted stationery. Thie letter can be written on, plain A4 size|paper wi

word limit of not fmore than, 1000 words, or'in an Iniand 'Lefte’i’dgf“d" (ILCY (e

more than 500 words). Letter must.be ‘hand written-énd In any case, no typed
letter will be accepted '

4. Eligibility

FP
-
et fab e it

Any-citizen of India can.participate’in t’hjs competition. There.is nc:x minimum.or,
maximum age prescribed for participation. ;
respeciive category according to hisfher choice and-dge. The participants have to give
a certificate of their age on the letter'such as *| ‘certify that | am below/above the age’
of 18 as on 01/01/2023”, In case of winning entries, the respective Circle will verify the

age and other ID certificates before sending the 03 best entries in each category to
Directorate. -

5. -Selection Procedure

The best 03 (three) entries in each category will be shortlisted by every Circle
and prize will be awarded to these 03 entries at Circle level. These best 03 entries of
each category ( 12 In all).chosen at Circle level will be sent { the Directorate for further
evaluation of final best 03 entries in each category at the National Level. To shortlist
candidates at Circle level , an Evaluation Comnjitteé will be constituted of which
CPMG will be the. Chairperson , Other members of the committeer must be an.
academiclan or a scholar of the particular Ia'rgguageliiteratui'ej associated with
journalisim .including a professor/teaching faculty in a college .school. The opinion of
the scholars shall be given utmost importance while making qualitative selection.
Selection Committee at National Level will be constituted at Directordte level for
evaluation of final best 03 entries in each category at National Level. -

ot~

Any {citizen of India ¢an; participate. in. - -




—an

el

T,

[

I AT TR

£

. [Prize Catogory

8. Prize . -

)
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Letters in each category is as follows: ¥

f B

. o wtg n | Te oot -?i.\" : ‘_ ‘
The prize money io be given tgfthe winn;ers of Circle Level and Naﬁg,q,aiiggvgl

o 4 FYeond
o P
. A

Circles) '

EEED ta e = 1 [T Tt e
{Prize Amotint) X .{No.'of -
Catego}ies)* X (MNo. of-

[Total Amount.”
P .

T

First Prize in each Category . | Rs. 25,000/~ x4 x23

4 -
Rs. 23,00,000f-

Second Prize in each Category | Rs. 10,000/~ x4 x 23

| Rs. 8i20,000/-

Third Prize in each Category ' "Re. 55,000/~ 1 %4 > %23

Rs. 4160,000/

TOTAL (Rs. Thirty-six lakh eighty thousand only}

t

Requisite funds to'this effect under Major Head Operating Expenses of Pillately

3 [
i .
% t M B -

(A/c head 3201.01.001.03.01.13) will be alfotted 13 each Circle'under BE of respective

Financial Year.

Prize to be given-in eat_::h Catego v-at Nat

ior;_ai Leval: (B

-

- N ] ’
Prize Category 1 (Prize Amount) x Total Amount
. - -(No. of Categories) :
First Prize in each-Calegory | Rs. 50,000/-* x 4 Rs. 2,00;000/-

‘Second Prize'in each Category {'Rs. 25,000/-] x4

Rs. 1,000000F .

Third Prize ineach Category * | Rs, 10,000/~ x 4

TOTAL (Rs. Three lakhforty ih’nusanii‘i‘dnly) i

Requisite funds to this effect under Major Head Promotion & Marketing of

_{Rs. 3400000/ ~ T

ey
; .o =

H

Philately (Afc head 3201.01.001.03.01.26) a;re' kept with. Philately Division and
-requisite funds wilf be allotted t6 concemed circles after the declaration of National

Level results.
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Rs-36,80,000 |
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gﬁ Kev note cn Topic for Dhai Akhar "Digital India for Néw India” -

}
Digital India fnr New lndla“ is a slogan that encapsulates the vision of- Ieveraglng digital

technologles to drive India" s progress and transformatlon. It represents the Indjan government‘
. mmatlve to empower c:tlzens with digital mfrastrur:ture services, and digital hteracy, aiming to

create a techno[og:cal{y advanced and Inc{uswe saciety. Heére are some key aspects of Digital India K
and its impact on shaping a "New india"; : S

-
t

1. Digital Infrastructure: Digital India focuses on improving the dlgltal mfrastructu;'e across the
country, This includes expanding broadband coennectivity fo rural areas, establlshmg public Wi- Fl

hotspots, and strengthening the d:gltal backbone 1 suprfmrt faster and reliable mtemet access
forall.

5
to [

2. Digital Governance: The initiative emphasizes the dtg tlzatlon of government processes and o
services to make them accessible to citizens easily, I mcludes mltlataves Iike e:Go) gy neﬂe, dlgltal
identity (Aadhaar), digital Iockers, and platforms such as e-Procurement “and-, e-Tehdenng,
promoting transparency,feﬁ‘ c1ency, and accountability.

. % T

3. Digital titeracy: Digital India aims to bridge the digital divide by promoting d glt‘a!"literagye
among citizens. Various programs and initiatives haye been launched to ensure’ that people from
allwalks of life can effectively use digital tools and tfzchno{ogles. This includes training progfams,
digital literacy campaigns, and skill development initiatives,

4, Digital Economy: The initiative recognizes the role of digital technologies in driv ng econoric
growth and job creatlon It focuses on fostermg fntrepreneurshlp, promating chart-ups and%
fadilitating the. growth of the dlgital -ecanomy: Initiativestlike Digital Payments, BharatNet, and,
Start-up India are aimed at boosting digital entrepreneurship and innovatidn. :

=

5. Dlg:tal Services: Digital India acms to bring essential services closer ta citizens through' digital

‘means Initiatives like Digital Locker, e-Hospital, e-Education, and e-Panchayat enable access to

services such-as healthcare, education, financial services, and government ‘schemes in a
convenient and efficient mapner,

6. Cybersecurity: With increased d!gltal adoption, ensurmg cybersecurity is crucial. Digital India

emphasizes the importance of robust cybersecurity Infrastructure, policies, and awareness to :
safeguard citizens' data and privacy. Imtlatlves such as the National Cyber Security Policy and

Cyber Swachhta Kendra have been Iaunched to address cybersecunty challenges.

7 Digital Connectivity for All: Digital India aims to ensure that all sections of society, mcludmg oo
rural and marginalized communities, have access ta d:grtal services. Inltzatrves like Coammon

"Service Centres (CSCs) provide access to government serv%ces, banking, and other{dlgltal facilities

at the grassroots level.,

The vISIon of “Dlgltal India for New fndia" envus:ons a digitally empowered natlon where

technology- acts as an enabler for social and econom:o transformation. By leveragmg digital

|
technalogies, India aims to create opportunities, bridge gaps, and i Improve the overail quality of
life for its.citizens;.0ltimately contributing to the country's growth and development
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