No. Per(AR)E())1/20086
- Government of Himachal Pradesh
" Administrative Reforms Organisation

| The Principal Secretary(ARMo the
Government of Himachai Pradesh.

30

1. Al the Admm:stratwe Secretaries
to the Government of Hzmacnai Pradesh

ey the Heads of Departments in He. | _

 Dated Shimia-2 0 49 Nov2008 ¢ -
Subjﬁf:t Regarﬁmg c}arzﬂ;,atmlaﬁxﬁce on Right ta Infomatmn Act
Sir,

 The Right to Information Act, 2005 provides a citizen the right
. 16 access information held by or under the control of the public authorities.
it is the duty of all public authorities to provide information sought by
citizens. A sea change can be achieved tewérds transparency and
accountabiity in governance by implementing the Act in tetter and spirit
The Act mandates a legal-institutional framework for setting .

' out the practicai fegime of right to information for every cst*.;en 10 secure
access 1o information under the controt of public mithOI’itiE‘S 1t prescribes
~ mandatory disclosure of certain information to citizens, and designation of

Public  Information {gr' icers (P;Os) ard Assistant Public !nmrmegzm'
Xficers (¢ APEO ") in all public ammﬁt{es 10 a‘"tend {0 requests rom
citizens for information within stipulated time timits. '
it provides for appeal to officers senior in rank to Pubtic Information
Officers named as ‘Appellate Authorities’ ('AAS’) against the decisions of
Plos. it aiso mandates  the constztutmn of a Central information
Cammissicn (CIC) and State %marma{m Commissions (SICs) to inquire "
o compiaints, hear second appeals, and gui:de implementation’ of the
Act. ' '



The Administrative Departments are sending files relating to Right to
information clarifications to this Department whereas the requests received
under the Right 1o lnform[atiﬁri Act should have peen disposed oft by the
public Authority and PIOS/APIOS cancarmed by Whom it has been received
. a6 per provisions contained in the Right to Information Act and Rules
framed thereunder. LR .
| The _"Admiﬁi%traﬁye Reforms Organization” {A‘Rﬁ'}} is a implementing
 nodal agency for the Right o information Act Rules and Administrative
Department for the State information Commission. '
. There are number of instances where Departments are seeking
sdvice from Administrative Reforms Organization whether copies of
documents like ACR's, DPC Praceeé%ngé, inquiry Reports and Noting
Sheets &tc can be given 10 the applicant of nat. The ARU cannot tender
- any advice in such matter. The proseedmgs.urgdef the Right to information
~ Act/Rules are quasiHudicid oroceedings and PlOsiAppeliant Authorities
| nave o deal the cases as pef provision of the Act. | |
& is therefore, requested that the praciice 10 send the cases for
clarification / advice on Right to Information AGL to-tis department may be
discontinued. |

Yours Faithiully,

Deptity Secrefary(AR) to the
Sovernment of Himaghal Pradesh,



