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Short title, 
edent and 

Act No. 30 of1984 
:::::=....._:_:::::::- · ~ . . 

TllE HIMACHAL PRADESH FIRE FIGllTING SERVICES ACT, 1984 

(AsSEt'-1TED TO BY THE GOVERNOR ON THE 3RD DECEMBER ' 1984) 

AN 

ACT 

to prpvide for the maintenance of effective fire fighting service in t/ie State 
of Himachal Pradesh. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of HimachaJ Pr~desh in the 
Thirty-fifth Year of the Republic ofindia as follows:-

PREU MINAR Y 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Himachal Pradesh Fire Fighting 
Services Act, 1984. 

commcmce-
ment. (2) It extends to the whole of the State of Himachal Pradesh. 

(3) It shall come into force in the State, on such date as the State Govern
ment may, by notification in the Official Gazette , appoint and different dates 
may be appointed for different areas and different provisions of this Act. 

Definitions. 
2. In this Act, unlessthecoatextotherwise requires,-

Maint.na
oce of Fire 
Service. 

(a) "Director" means the Director of Fire-services appointed under 
section 4 of this Act; 

(b) "fire fighting property" iacludes-

(1) lands and buildiags used as fire stations, 
(i;) .fire engin,es, equipments, tools, implements and other items 

used for fire fighting, 
(iii) motor vehicles and other means of transport used in con.nec

tion with fire-fight ing, and 
(iv) uniforms and badges of ranks; 

(c) "fire stations" means any post or place declared, geoerally or 
speciaJly by the Director to be firestation ; 

(d) "8ervice" means the Himachal Pradesh Fire Se.rvice maintained 
under this Act ; 

(e) "officer-i_n-charge of a fi.re s t a t io ~" means officer-in-charge of a 
tire station, sub-fire station or a hre post and in his absence in
cludes the fire otncer who is next in rank: to such ollicer and is 
present at such fire station, sub-fire station, or a fire Post, as the 
case maybe; 

(/) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act · aad 
(g) "State Government" means the Government of Himachal P;adesh. 

MAINTENANCE OF FIRE SBRVCCE 

3. There s~all be maintained by the State Government a fire service to 
b~ called tho H1ma~hal Pradesh Fire Service for those areas of tbc Sta te of 
H1machal Pradesh m which this Act is in force . 
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4. The State Government may appoiat a person to be the Director bf 

Fire Service . 

5. (1) The superinten~ence and .~o~trol of the service shall vest in the 
' Director and shall be earned on by him m accordance with the provisions of 
1 

this Act and rules made tbereu nder. 

(2) The State Government may appoi~t su~h officers as it may deem !it 
to assist the Director in the discharge ofb1s duties. 

6. The Director or such other officer of the service as the State Govern
ment may authorise in this behalf shall appoint members of the service in 
accordance with the rules made under the Act. 

7. Whenever it appears to the State Government that it is necessary to 
augment the fire service, it may raise an auxiliary fire service by enrolment 
and training of volunteers, in such number and in such areas, as it may deem 
fit, on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed. 

8. On the occasion of fire in any area in which thi~ Act is in force, any 
member of the fire service, who is in-charge of fire-fighting operations on the 
spot, may-

(a) remove, or order. any other !llember of .the s~rvice to remove, any 
person who by bis presence interferes with or impedes the ooeratioo 
for extinguishing the fire or for saving life or property; ' 

(b) close any street or passage in or near-which a fire is burning; 

(c) for the purpose of extinguishing tire, break into or through or 
pull down any premises ~or the passage of hose or appliances or 
cause them to be broken mto or through or pulled down doing as 
Little damage as possible; ' 

(d) require the authority in-charge of water supply in the area to re
&"J.l::: t c th-:: water rt! '.l..i ns so as to provide water at a specified pressure 
at the place where fire has broken out and utilise the water of any 
stream, cistern, well or tank or of any available source of water, 
public or private, for the purpose of extinguishing or limiting the 
spread of such fire; 

(e) exercise the same powers for dispersing a.n assembly of persons 
likely to obstruct the fire-fighting operations as if he were an offi
cer-in-charge of a police station and as such if .such an assembly 
were an unlawful assembly and shall be entitled to the same 
immunities and protection as such an officer has in respect of the 
exercise of such powers; 

(f) generally take such measures as may appear to him to be necessary 
for extinguishing the fire or for the p(otection of life or prop~rty 
in that area. 

9. (1) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
requir.e owners or occupiers of premises in any area or of any class of pre
mises used for the purpose which in its opinion are likely to cause risk of 
fire, to take such precautions as may be specified in such notification. 
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(2) Where a ~otification bas beeJ iss~ethe serVice authorised by the State 
lawful for th~ Dir.ector 0~ an~ . offic~h 0 

emoval of objects or goods likely to 
Governm~nt m this behal 

1
to ir;ct fi t e ! and on failure of the owner or occu

cause a nsk of fire, ~o a P ace 0 sa e ~, r may after giving the owner or 
pier to do so, the Director or ~uch f c~ing rr>presentation, seize, detain or 
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PENALTIES 

lo. Any member of the service who- . · . . . 
. be 'It f any violation of duty or wilful breach of 

(a) is found t?. , gufi thy.soAct or any rule or order made thereunder; any prov1S1on o 1 
or 

(b) is found to be guilty of cowardi.ce; or . . . . 
( ) · hd f om the duties of his office without perm1ss1on or c wit raws r . . . f 1 t t ths · r without having given previous notice o at eas wo mon , o 
(d) being on leave fails without reasonable c.ause to report himself 

for duty on the expiration of such leave; or 
(e) accepts any other employment or office, . without permission; 

shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to th!ee 
months, or with fine which may extend to an amount not exceedmg 
three months pay of such a person, or with both. 

11. Any person who wilfully ob~tructs or i~terferes with any mem.ber of 
the service who is engaged in fire-fight mg operatwns or neglects to furmsh the 
information under section 14 shall be punishable with imprisonment which 
may extend to three months, or witb fine which may extend to five hundred 
rupees, or with both. 

12. Any person who knowingly gives or causes to be given a false report 
of the out-break of a fire to any person authorised to receive such report by 
means of a statement, message or otherwise shall be punishable w itb a 
simple imprisonment which may extend to two months. or with fine which 
may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both. 

GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 

13. It shall be lawful for the State Government or any o.ffo:er authorjsecl 
by it in. thi~ ~eha~fto employ the ser~ice i~ a~y rescue, salvage or other work 
for which 1t 1s suitable by reason of its training, appliances and equipment. 

14. A.n.y officer of the service not below the rank of olfo.:er-in-charge of 
a fire station may for the p~rposc of discharging his dutits under the Act 
~equire t~e o~ner or occupier of aoy building or other property to supply 
mform~t1ot1 with respect. to the character of such building or other properly, 
the ava1lable 'water supplies, mea~s of access thereto and other materia I parti· 
culars and such owner or occupier shall furnish all the information io his 
possession. 

15. Tb.e Director or any member o~ the s.ervi ce authorised by him in this 
behalf .tnay enter any of the places specified 10 aoy notification iss ued under 
se~tion 9 for the purpose of determining whether precautions against fue re
qul.l'ed to be taken on such places have been so taken. 
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16. No charge shall be made by any local authority private or public Consumption 

institution, or individual for water consumed 1..1 fire fighting operations by of water· 

the service. 

17. No authority-in-charge of water supply in an area shall be liable to 
any claim for compensation for damage by reason of any interruption of 
supply of water occasioned only by compliance of such authority with the 
requirement specified in clause (d) of section 8. 

18. lt shall be the duty of police officers of all ranks to aid the members 
of the service in the performance of thei1 duties under this Act. 

19. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against any 
person for anything which is done in good faith, or intended to be done, in 
pursuance of this Act, rule or order made thereunder. 

20~ (1) The State Government may by notification in the Official Gazette 
make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
power, such rules may provide for all or any of the matters, namely:-

(a) the manner of appointment of members of the serVice; 
( b) the conditions of service of the members of the seLvice including 

their ranks, pay and allowances, hours of duty a nd leave, mainte
nance of discipline and remo val from service; 

(c) the conditions, subject to which members of the service and equip
ment may be despatched to perform service in areas outside their 
jurisdiction; 

(d) the conditions subject to which members of the service may be 
employed on rescue, salvage or other worki 

(e) the manner of service o{ notices under the Act; 
(f) the.payment of rewards and remuneration to persons not being 

members of the service who render service for fire-fighting purpose; 

(g) the compensation payable to members of the service in case of 
accidents. or to their dependants in case of death "While engaged 
on duty; 

(h) for the employment of members of the service or use of any equip
ment outside the area on special services and the fee payable 
therefor; 

(i) uniforms for the members of the servicei 
(j) accommodation for the members of the service; and 
(k) any other matter which is to be or may be prescribed under the Act. 

(3) Every rule made under this section shall be laid, as soon as may be 
after it is made, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session for a 
tota.1 period of not less than fourteen days, which may be comprised in one 
sess~on ~r in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of tbe 
session 10 which it is so· Jaid or the, sessions aforesaid, the Assembly makes 
any modification in tbC' rule or decides that the rule should not.be made, the 
rule &hall thereafter have effect only in such mod_ified form or be of no effect, 
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as the case may be. However, any such modification or annulment shall be 
without prejudice to validity of anything previously done under that rule. 

Repeal and 21. If immediately before the day on which this Act comes into force 
savings . there is in fore~ in that area any law or rule having the force of law which 

corresponds to this Act, such corresponding law in so far as it relates to any 
matter for which provision has been made in this Act shall on that day 
stand repealed : 

Provided that such repeal shall not be· deemed to limit, modify or dero· 
gate from the general responsibility of any local authority,-

(a) to provide and maintain such water supply and fire hydrants for 
fire-fighting purposes as may be directed by the State Government 
from time to time ; 

(b) to frame bye-laws for the regulation of dangerous trades ; 
(c) to order any of its employees to render aid in fighting a fue when 

reasonably called upon to do so by any member of the service; aod 
(d) generally to make such measures as will lessen the likelihood of firei 

or preventing the spread of fires. 

,. __ ----------
f~<Mf'li, ~ Cl'IT ~ mipfl', f~qr~ m, f~-5 {;HJ ef~o ~ sr<lirfmr 



.• 

·.~· 

1410 '""81\111' ~R'r-f. f~ m, 30 irt, 20 oo/9 lilt!iO, 1922 

. . 
AVTHORITATIVE·ENGLISH TEXT 

Act No. 16 of 2000. 

THE HlMACHAL PRADFSH FIRE FIGHTING SERVICES 
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 20(lO 

(AsASSl!NTl!D TO BY THB GOVERNOR ON 27TH MAY, 2000) 

AN 

ACT 
further to amend the llimac~I Pradesh Fire Fighting Services Act, 1984 

(Act No. 30of1984). 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Himachal Pradesh in 
the Fifty-first Year of the ~epublic oflndia, as follows:-

Short title. . t. This Act may be called the Himachal Pradesh Fire Fighting 
Services (Amendment) Act, 2000. 

Amendment 
OflCCtiOD 2, 

2. In section 2 of the Hima;hal Pradesh Fire Fighting Services 
Act, 1984 (herd.Dafter referred to as. the 'principal Act'),-

(a) the existing clause (a) shall be re-numbered as clause (aa) nn<l 
before clause (aa) so-renumbered; the following clause shall 
be inserted, namely:~ 

"(a) "building" means any structure whether of masonry, 
bricks, wood, mud, metal or other material ;"; 

(b) the existing clause (d) shall be renumbered as clause (ff) and 
after clause (c), tb~following clause shall be added, namely:-

"(d) "occupier"includes,-

(i) any person who fQr the time being is paying or is 1iable 
to pay to the owner the rent of the land or building in 
respect otiwbiclt such rent is paid or is payable ; 

(ii) an owncrinoc;:upation of, or otherwise using his land 
or buitdfug' ·; · 

·: ~ :. •, ~- . £·~1: ·.. ·. 

(iii) a li,~~;~oceupa.tion of any land or building ; and 

(iv) any p.ers9n ~ho is liable to pay to the owner damages 
f~r t.he use and o~cupation of any land or 
building ; " ; . , 

(c) after clause (e) the following clause shall be added, namely:-

" (ee) "owner" means a person who.is in actual occupation/pos-
session of the premises/land ; • 

) 

(d) the word "and" appearing at th~ end of clause (f) shall be deleted 
and at the end of clause (ff) so renumbered, the word "and" 
shall be i,nserted". 

• I 



• 
.. :~ / _r_··---~~-Jt:VI'_ . ..,.-u._\iij_llflll_,..., n_t_.,_'""-"'_ri_w_, _J_o_irt:_;_2_0-.io .... o_f9_~_· _11'¢"_,_· 1_9_2_2. t 481 

· --~- 3. · In section 7 oftheprincipalAct, at the erid, for the sign".", the · AinCDda)ont, 
"sign ":"shall be substituted and ihercafter, thc.f ollciWing proviso shall be Of 1.CCtion 7· 

added, namely:-

"Providc<hhat such Home Guards and Civil Defence Volunteers who 
are traUiCd i.n fire figbJing shall be ircaied as members of auxiliary 
fire services.". 

4. In section 8 ofi,hcpri!icipal Act,-

(i) in clause (d), aner the w~rds ;,so as to'', but before the words 
"provide water", ~e words "keep the fire hydrants functional 
roulid tbc clock and· to", shall be inscried ; 

(ii) in ciause (/), at the end, (or Jhc sign "." , .the sign and words 
"; and" shall be substitu•ed and thereafter, the following new 
clauiie ($) shallbeadded.~amely:-;-

"(g) require ~he authority incharge of water supply to identify 
.. more and ,m . . o~e pla. cea.fdr;.i,Ju• .. 11•ti~n.g(4l .. ~hyd111cnts and waier 
.· SJOI&\ge~·kcP,pingmwewTlh"'f'e~14irron· of(o\ti1(s) ,", 

. s~ · lil1 ~pn ll,Qf tlu~ '..,prpictp~l~·~»f~i;.Mt~~~m'-~ '.~~~~months" 
.~d "fi!~~1U~~~~b.rp:p~.1t· ~li.~; ;•. ~~da1 :"on~ y~~,, .attct: .: ·~~ve thousand 
rupe~LS.LLA . e,sq . ~u~~,.,sr~·~,..v~ y. . . .· '. . ,, . . 

6. After se~on 1i of~~ irlncipal Aai, the f~ilo~ ·~Jlon 11 ~A, 
shall be inserted, namely:-

"11· A. Offences by compaaies.-(1) Where an offence under ihis Act, 
has beon commi~ied by a company, every person who, at .the time the 
offence was conuni~, was incharge of, and was responsible to, ~he 
company for the conduci of the business of the company, as well as ~he 
compa,ny, shall be deemed to be guilty of the-offence and shall be liable 
~o be prooccded against and punished aocordblgly : 

Provided that noibing coniaincd in ~~ ·· su~ecf,ion shall render 
any such person liable to any punishment provi'1ed in this A~ tt' he proves 
that tbo offonoo was committed without his knowledge or ~hai he had 
exercised all due diligence io preveni the coDllJlission of such offence. 

(2) Notwi~ta,ndiq anything contained in sub-aecµon (1), where 
any otrcnoc under this Act has been oomrnitted by a company and i~ is 
proved that the offence has been com,iDittod with the consent or con,ni
vance of, or is attributable Jo, any neglect on the part of any Dircc~or, 
M~ger, Secretary or oiher officer Qfthc 09mpany, such_Dircctor, Mu.iii.ger, 
Secretary or other officer shall also be deetncd to be gutlty of thai offence 
and shall boliablo to bo proceeded againsi and punished accordingly • 

ExplanatlQIJ.-For ihe purpose of Ulis sect.ion.-

(a) "compM)y'' mcana a body corporate and includes a firm or o~hcr 
asaociapou of ii1dividuals ; an4 · 

• '(bf''Dir~or1'in1rCl•'po~ tc> :a fimniiew'a)pai1ner ·m tho &rm.". 

Amendment 
ofscclfon 11. 

IDasdoaof 
section ll·A. 
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Inserti~~·Of : ; 1 , ··. '"1. ·Aft« section 12 of the pri!lcipal Act, the following sections l '.1: ~ 
~~~~:Z.:B .~ .H'2·B and-12-C shall be inserted, namely:-

and ?JP-~ ' 
"12-A. Cognizance of offences.-No Court shall take cognizance of 
an offence under this Act, except on the complaint of or upon 
information received from the Chief Fire Officer or any other 
officer autllorised by him in this behalf. 

12-B. Ju.risdic:tloo.-No Court inferior to that of a Judicial 
Magis~raie of 1st Qlass shall try any offence punishable under this 
Act. ~ ' . . . · · 
i2-C. Officers to be publiC se"aat.-Every officer acting under 
Jbis Act shaU be deemed to be a public servant within the meaning 
of secµon 21 of {ndian Pena.I Code.". 43 of 1860 

J.Nertfoo of 8. After section 15 of !he principal Act, the following section 15-A, 
.OCtion lS-A. shall be insected, namely:-

"IS-:A; No OiJedioa·Ceittficate.-'All building J?lans in resp«:t of 
buildings of' abo\re 15 ·metres of height; iildtistr1al units and com·· 
mcrcial establishments dealing with or using expJosive and highly 
intlammable subs~ances shall require ''No Objection i Certificate" 
from the Director of Fire Services or Chief Fire Officer, as the case 
may be, on the basis of recommendations of Divisional Fire 
Ofil.cer or ~taiion Fire Officer concerned.". 

·---·---~---- - .--·-
r~. ~ aqr m «rlilft, ~~ ~~' ··~-:-5 ~ro -itfre ~ ~ 
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