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PFRSON.4L ATTENTION

No. Home (A) F (12) 4/96-1
Government of Himachai Pradesh
"Home Department"

.Dated Shim!a-171002. the '-~~.-~~-e;;;. .

The' Principal Secretary (Home) to the
Government of Hima'chal·Pradesh.

All the Distri~ Magistrate; .
in Himachal Pradesh

, I

Subject: Regarding extension of validity of Arms licences to all
over India

I am directed to say that the 'large number of proposals

are being received in this department for the extension of validity of

Arms licences to al! over India in respect of those applicants whose

cases already'stand rejected by the Government for want of one or the

other reason. In many such cases; the cases are being sent without

qu.oting/mentioning the orevious• references which results in
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/
/
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incoflveni~nce and unnecessary exercise. Moreover the Df\'1's ~re sending

such proposals on the. same grounds/justification on which the cases

already stand rejected by ·the Gove~nment without mMtioning any

additional justification for the extension of validity.

Besides above; it is also seen that the arms licenses are not

being issued strictly in accordance with the instructions contained in this

department's letter NO.HOM (A)F(12)-2/94 dated 27.6.1994 ( copy

enclosed for ready refe~ence).

You are, therefore requested that \filhile sending new cases to ,

Government, it must be ensured that the case has never been referred to, .
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j . ,

the Gqvernment."In rare cases; if extension of validity is felt full\t justified; -"

• f

the justification/reasons therefor be· given

recommendations and previous references.

a!ongvvith" yoar specific

Yours faithfully;

~- . -
Under Secre~. ,Home) to the
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Government of Himachal
\y.
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UO:H01.f(A)F (12 )-2/r4~
Govern,:;f)nt of Himl1chal. Pradesh.

Hor.:e DeJ!3.1''Cr.lent

. ..... ..,.
Dated JShir,la_171002, the _~).;'J~r'3,l;:.IS<l

~--- ..._----- ..__.

The CO:.:;:1iSSioner_cur.i-SeC.t'8tarYCHoll1e)
GovernmGnt of Himnc hJl Prades h.

·.til the: Dl!Jtr.i.ct N.:l<;istr12tes
in Hit~QchL'.].. ?r~lt:lcsl1:
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lii'2rati.cn :)f :UcSlnccd and lH1UC311CGt!

arms haa cre"ted a vory sori')ll$ h, nnd ord,,,. prob10"-11n tho

country durina the last 'e7oral ,'ears. Several i IlStruet:loosi

rr.D.y be rIT':lnted in cxccpti')l"'?'l C~Z3 s after taJdng into

consid~r<'ltion tho security I-:1J1"CC.,?!;ion of u throntot13d

.',~',

perSo n. Hm;e VOt', it ha s "CO 11 01050 I've" ti~a t in Hio.
c

h,1 Pra,le sh ,

arms lice nces have been ~ranted, to !lOp-resieen'; oHi.e os wbc,

arc or "'ero on tOlDpOrar, clut;, for ." short tJ.~e. S etch pc l' son",

whether of ciVH or arIC", cal"Ood to' fIrst get the arms,

liccnces fer di,s tl'ie tiS t. to love1, t'to 1'0 after got its j LU'! s-

diction oxtDndod to all India 1e,',o',. Tho n<ll>OCl' of lieonco,'
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iro n-:l~., liCJ!1C0S may be ',~ranted/I'eComi11.0ndO('"
to nn.., 1)02'SOIl '·,ho is not .a r~Si(len~ of,t\lis state j ". . .

111';:;$ llc",nc::lS C1lrcady grante/d to sUch
pGl"SJll" I::~/ to 1'evio\·,od an.d "'~or.e it ~,~
cOllsiJQ1'o~ nCCJS~ar7 these may be
CQnC::J lla r]

_I

.I:', ,~: ';0 J C;ll,; ~() 1 J'slll or ,')thor nil'(:UTiI3';'-_in~_
as., it lD not l)os."iblo to do.

so
, tho

lic:.:n::o hOlders "Jay be 51'antod tra\ls1t
J)'J1':':lt to 1~h0.ir distrJ.ct so that thoy
cr.:: i11~: ":'-1 t; t:l~: j ~lrls.dict iotl o.f their
It·: ,!1-:';5 <:::·:tond....· cl t:1.:!'O;

2)

a)

I. 1;

<l) ~:':.::..):: I;1n,,; tOl' i'linistJrs/,-fPS/l'fLA's;, o.:bar
l)~i:: i :1(:':1 t ('it i ~8 ~1$) 1'0 U 1'8 d o.t' 10.:') rvi 11k;'
di v~.l ;.llltl ; \J.'U,: , \.: fr lcarf;, resident of'
thl:~ ::; t;.!!;o, tIle liconc:)s Of ':othel'iJ may.
r.:at b,) l\:COi~lInondoc1 .fa:' :aU Il1d:l,a
J Llri~dictl()n wi thout taJ.::I..ng into' cO!ls:Ld_
02'~ti'Jn til::' thr0at r.02'C8ution of tho
lJGrson conc",r ic0d. ,. . - . .
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fio. V-l112E.'106/94-Arms
Government of India/Bharat sarkar

Minis try (f .Home Affai rS/Grih Mantralaya

th 8 S ta t e Go v t... / UTA dmi ni s t r a ti on ca n 9 r a n t th e
hcp.llctJO foX' All Inrtia or a , ..; hereof.

th 8" c:ii. s tri ct magis tra te .~can renew JJ. cen ces of 111-0.

prohi bi ted bo 1'e wea,.on ~Ui d fa r th e dis tri ct/
s tate __or:,~ll. India; ' ~

-........---_1 \ - •
• 01'

I
I •

Gran.!!. rerte'.Jal. of 'a,rms li·c.enc,es. in r~pect of nOf}

p rl?i1.i:.'~;t!3d'::"'OO re, w'!1a:JlGns"Jo r· a lLlridia' op era Hon .
consequent to the 'amendnont cjatad.28.3~91 to the
Arms Rul~ /1962 _. Ins tructions regarding.·

ii), .

iii\,

~ :

. I ,

'. ."
The Chi ef Secre ta ~i eS of all

StClt:e Governm'3nts & UT Ad~inistrati.ons.
-,' ", I • ... .. ," - - ~

r

To

sU bj.ac t:,

. ,

3. . The amendnents made to the Arms f\Jles, 1962 on
<'r·ef'e;red·,to··i~ 'para 2 above) en\!isage as follows:

i) the dis'trictmagistrate can grant a licence
fo·r. the districtlpart of the dis trict under
juris di ct!on~ also for wfiOle of the s ta te

,', ..':'-; .....·sp·eq.fied·part thereof;

\"1,' .

I'

'I ~~ I

~
...,.•..~.

I \ r. ; .1"·' . \r~ "',"
• J 'I .
• '\11 . io

1-t'C~';"S'i~, ~~:.. .,-:,' . ;":. '.,:. ,.":; :
.;LB1 ': I~). i(' ,~~, "am .di":;r:ec.t'e:~.~r,.~;o -'~~ y . tha.t cons 'eq~en t 'to, t~ e amendmen ts
~ I'\ma dk 0 th e Arms' IRu1les, I~} 962 ::1.i ae 'this Minis'try's n9 t.i fi ca tion

: l¥ .:-~110:2p~24/.87-)~.'m~",~ t.ed 24•.1:0.89,. d~tai le? ~ns,tru ctions in
'-l; a matter of g'ratlt{renEiWa1 of·'a:rms licences ~n respect of

on-prohibitsd' b9re·firearms.Jor,all India oper.ation were issued
vi de this ~li'n{s try"s ;cilraJ lar :--l e tter' ·No. V-1102.6/e/19-·.Arms dat.~d

.\.( 4.7 •. 89 (t?JPY 3nc1os'e:d ~o.r reference). . .

.~ .' --ei: . ThG matter. was "further reviewed and the Arms Q.J 183, 1962V\,vV. were subs8qu8ntly amended·vlda·'this MinistrY's' notification No •

.' .' .~ 1p 26/.20/8 9-.A rms .d? ted::21.:.3. 90 ~ Cons s.u en t to th e 8 ai d amend-'
~ me~t3, referances ara b8J.ng rece.lved from state Governments/

. U,,/,'. A'cini n1 s tra ;ti 0 flS 's eeki ng di rec ti ons' . fo.r han dli ng app ll·ca ti 0 ns
. for ext!3nsipn.of ,a 1'08 va .1J.di. ty of non-~rohil.:rl..ted lxlre arms

'" $ ! -11 cenc£6'- '.
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,4. In vi6w of the above statutory obligatioos; whenevEr
,a perSl~! applies for grani- of a fresh licence for mors than
one distric.t 'or for the whole of the state, and ,'the district
magistrate feels that the applicant"s in genuine need of C:l

licenc~' for'carrying the weapon outsioe the confines of the
district and deserves to be granted a li.fence valid for'
more than 'one district or for ,the state" he should jUdiciously
examine each cas on its merits as also keepino in visw the
taw and order s:irs;!atlon ,obtaining in '::he'ciistrlct/std"':e and
o111er local fac,tors and thEfl either ac.cept or rejECt t.he grant
of llliOfiee;- 'Applicatioo6 made~for::grantJCif'arlJs licmice for
All ·lOd.1a operation should a180 be jUdiciously examined by the

"( dis+-rict magistrate and in case he feels that thE' aDplicant ':;:
need for alic~e ·for ca't"ryi~ the weapon on aJ.l Tngia basis
is genuine~and the applicant d6~erves :0 be grant-ed a licence
for all India op~ration, he should ~rd his recommenda+ ions
(givi~g full JlIstific-ation) to ;'he state GovernfflC'nt/l.l.T. Admi-
n isr ra to ion c CAe srn e"d 'for fu r th er cons id era t ion. On"r (?C 8 ip t
of such ra:ommenaations, the state"""Government!LJT AdminiEltra
tion should examtne each case judiciously. and then either accEl1t
or reject the grant 'of licenc-e'Q$ recommended by th~istrict

maQistra+e. ----- . ....--
5. ,In the case of lic~nces coming up .for renB.Jal, the
question as to whether it should be·for more than one district

. or for the stat'e or 'for all 1hdia shOJld be examined on me,rits ay
,the concerned distric't magistra-l:e. It should be ensuretf"by

l1im that the need -ror '!;he licensee to pOssess the firearm'
,with particular, area val,itJity contjnues to be' genuine and '

that he has done nothing war~ing the l.o..ithdralJal of the
licence. ,If the district' ma Q5strate feels that the~d/grounds
Oflwhich the ~arl ier 1 ie enc e -was gran,ted for 'more than one
di,strict or for Whole, of st-ate d~, not exist any mare, he
should restr'ict- its val,idity ,t.O the jurisdi.ctioo of the
district only arid ,ren~· the licence. In cases of such licences
which are valid for alllnolB 'and in the viElJ pf the district
magistrate there is no need ..... for continuance of operatioo of the
licence,on all Ind.ia·basis, he should, if considered necessary,
makE{ suitable recommendations to th~ state Govt./UT Admini-
s t ra t ion co nc ern ed.

6. It is to be not'ed that the condit-ions of a licenCe
are not.· intended .:0 be varied during its term. The restriction
referr:ed to~',in pa~a 5 above Sti'ou)..d be applied only wh en t.he
licensee comes up in its due term for rEflewal before the
district magistrate. It will be desirable that the neec:4 for
'the restriction on area validity, if considered necessary at
the time of ,the rl3newal;-lJi" suitably 'explai.ned t'J -lhe licence
holders as it is 'intended that by and large the applicants _
are content with .~·he proposed -action for curteilment of area
val idity of the 1 'cEflCe.

I '



'-8. These instruc-:ioos are issued in suosrsession of
instructions dated' 4.7.1989 referred in para ~ above •

of India
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"

Yours faithfully,-

} I " .Vlv./
( R. s. SETH I )

.~ ..:-••~,)QiQ.t. 5 ec r~t.~1:'Y . to the {;ov..o-rflmBO t

/

..The;rece~pt,.of this ,letter may p19ase·be ,acknouledged •

....._Ii!li!lill_-=.··~

.. I ~I"""" ~--- -it.t tlI'........~ .. ..",r..-

. . '11
7. It is a1t30 emphasised that the.stricte~t possible
o'l5'f'l"C.$liU! oGlt8r·Lhw*h~8· ·or·fresh licences' .(01' for renewing the
existing ...EDesr has 'to be 'applied by all licensing au:horitJ.,es

',whet!ter 'it,.be ·at 'district,level ,or the state headquarters." .
The 'need for 'possession or'weapon. by the applicant should be
gon,8 o}nt.o. met.iculously ,and judie iousl.y both at the stage of
issueAfresh licene'8 and then again when it comssup for'
reneWal and only When fully established the applicant should,
ir othert./ise not disquallTTBd,'be issued/rer'lewed the ,licence.'

. ,9.

i·

I
l

~' '-

,"
I
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CON FI 'JEi-J TI:\L (1"0 ST Ii\t·1 EDI ATE

NO.V-ll026!8!89-hro1S
GOVERl'l1'1E;i'lT OF INDIA/BH,'\~\T S.\.R.l<AR.

MINISTRY OF HOME ,AFF,'\IRS!GRIH i1.-\NI'R.'\L.\YA

••••

NZil DsLHI-l10001, dated the 4th July, 1989

To
The Chief Secretaries of .all
State Govern;nents &. UT i\dmin.istrations
(By name)

, , ,

Sub: Grant/renewal of arms, licences in respp.ct
of non-prohibited bore weapons for all-,
India operation consequent to the a~endment

dated ~4.1.1989 to the rtrffiS Rules, 1962
Instructions regarding...

Sir,

I am directed to say that consequent to the

CIiou.dImnts-,made to the P.rms Rules, 1962 vide' this

t'1i l1 i's't'ry's Notification No.V-l1026/~4/87-.\Rl1Sdated,
I ' • •

/.4t-h January, 19891' several quzries are be'ing .

re~eived f~m State Govern~nts and UT ~dm1nistra-
I

i,titns s,ee!<ing directions and asking ,for definite

'gu delines for handling applications for arms
. .

Ii ences far non-prohibited bore wea?o~s. It is,

,th r~fo~er proposed to, clarify some Impoctant_poi~ts

re ated ta arms licensing s? tha~· as far' as possible

th ra is no ambiguity left in this regard.

2. At the outset it may be statad th~t in the
. '. .

CO text· of the prevailing conditions of laH and

or er in, the c01lntry and the international crime
. . .'.

sc nario i0 general the need to impose reasonable
I. .

amount of restrictions on the right to possess a~s

I
of; any nom2nclature and tt1:3ir carrying/maver.2nt

within' sp2cified jurisdic~ion is considered
\.. , . \

iwperative for 2nsuring ~ubllc p2ac~ end safety.

I ... 2/-
I
I
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In view of the above stetutory obligations,

I

approval of the CeDtral Gove rnment

The State Government C2n also grant

th2 licences for all~India or any part

. .
Th2 State Government can grant a licence

valid for- the entire StClte/part thereof

(thet is for ~ore than one district)

under th2ir jurisdiction: 2nd

The District Magistrate can grant a

licenca valii for t'he 'district (, or

part of th....! district) ~und2r his

oj uri s::iic:'i :m;

(Hinistry of' Home i\ffairs).

.th2reof subject however to the prior

( i)

( iii)

3. The am~ndrT12nts t.o th::::? ~\r;n5 Rul e s r2f erred

to in para 1 above envi5e.ge 'as follo\-15 :-

. ~ t"' nd th_-l' r un-r~_--,tral' n'_'d ITlov::.m;:ntl15SU2 or . lre-arms a - ~~ - - ~

2

-.
Therefore, the Gov.:=rnm2nt of India l 5 cO l1 ;.cious

policy to ~12c2 a~~quate curbs on th~ unrestricted

carrjing:from one part of the country to the other

is hereby reiter~ted.

o1,;,tside t:12 confines of t~2 district e:1d deserves

to be greot2d 2. licence v2lid for ~or2 th2n on2

district or f~~ t02 St2~2 or for all-India, 112 

should fon-:,,~d hL~' L'-::C0r"'1':12n:::~tions (gi',ling full

thirefora, whanev~r a p~rson ~pp11~s for grnnt of a

·fresh. lic2nc~ the District.Maqistrate should,

irres?ective of th2 fDct h'hether toe a:J~)licent desires

to have it for more than on2 district or for the

whole of th~ Stat2 or for all-India, in th~ due

discher92 of bis ~ow2rs r2strict i~s v~lidity to

th2 district (or-or>.rt of th2 districtt. l/here,

however, thu D.M. fe21s that the ap~lic2nt is in

genuin:: nccd of a licence f::>r c::.rrying th2 '..1e2pon

GR.- NT OF

•
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GoVernmGnt for obtaining a decisipn.
" .

••• 4/-

In the 'CG::32 of licences 'coming up for

'. (i) "

( ii)

( iii)

Ministers and Members 9f'Parliement:

52 rving off ica rs of Defence Se rvicc s,

polic~' and p~~a-~~litary organisa-

tions and of~icars of2GOiTcq.·'nm.:mU:.-1l<tv1ng

, liabilL~y to serve anYwhere in India;
_ .... I

and

,M2mbe rs ", of I:-2cognis~d Ri:i;le Clubs

and Rifle Associations far bona~

Sports &.' Gaffi2 s.

In all the ?bove cas~s the, State Governments

should S2nd ,th2ir recolT\ffi2ndations to the Central

6 •., '

r2newa~, that is to say U12 licences which had

the '...eapons.

5. .'\.s a.rule all-India lic2nc2s .shall be

granted in vary rare cases. The few exceptions

where ,a conside~ation could be'gi~cn would

compr:Lse the follO\.. ing ca~egories .-

already been granted prior to the' afore-l!'.2ntioned

justification) to the State Govcr~ent/UT ,

;\dmini strC\tion conC2 rned for., f~rther cOh,sid_~ ra~,-..' .
tiol! ' o~" 'receipt of s~'h r2~~~ndati'o;~''~~~.'-':~-.'~;-/'.,

. _ • : t: ... . . ." ..... .._•. , .~ .... ";"" ""---
State Gave rTIIT\.3nt)'uT .-\dministration shoUld' ,' ..

. : . ." . - '.. . .....:; ...:. - .... ...;.-
, examine, each case judiciously, and. then e i the r .':
.. '" "-':':'.~'" \_.! ...... - •

accept or reject' 'the' grant ,of :)..icence as

re~o~ncied":by·:'th.~. D.M~ . i:~' ~ase ~:~f acce?tance ')

of the '-'ap:)iicatio~ for' grant, of an all-India

l·ice~c~.':t~e m~ftB,r'~~~uld .ot.' caur,s8 get refe rred

t'o'the daverriment of India'C.Minj..stry of Home
. , :", '. ' I

~"'ffairs) for final decision. ,An important point

to be 'kept in view is that all references to the
. - , -.

Government of India f0r extending the validity
'. _..::' J t.·

of licences 'on all-Indi~'basis shou~d be made

only after the licencees have ac'tually proc.ured....

, ,. .... " -

"
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um~ndli12nts in the .\nns Rul~s th2 I:b should irre~?.3cti"

of th2 fact wh2th~r the earli2r lic2nce was for morc

than on2 district or for whoL:?f th.J Stat2 or- fiD r

ull-India 1 restr-ic~ its validity to th2 jur~sdictio~

0f th2 dist:r;:tct_Q!1l:..Y..and r~:I2h' the licence. This h~

should do straightway without any undue d21~y beceuse

the prim~ry objective should b2 to S22 that the

licen s 2e obt2ins rev~lidation!ranew2lwithin the

sp2cifi~d period and the Wee)0n (if any) h~ld by the

lic2Dsec is caY"2r.::d by ('\ valid licence. Such action
!

(If the I1'1 cannot be questioned in aCour-t of Law as

lIe \vi11 be acting in accor-dance \vith tha ch?nges

7~ It is to be noted th~t the conditions

I

C?S2S f,]lling in th2 c~t:~go~i~s I11.=n~ioned

2.bavo should b2 r-::ti;;c·:·:;d by tho district

made in the relevant statute. The questi0D 2S to

whether it should be for more than OD2 district or

£o~ th2 State or for all-India could be 2X2li1ined

later on merits and suitable recpmmend2tion, if

considered necess2ry, made to the State Government/

the Governrn..::nt of IndL~ 01inistry of Home .-\.ffalirs).

lic2Dc~ are not intcnjcd to b2 vari2d during

term.' Th2 r2striction r=ferred to in para 6

should be b.pplied only when the lic3nc2 comes

in its due turn for renewal b~fore the distri

• I
Thls sho~~d take care of the bulk of t~e

curr;~nt··1.rcono2Si·when th2Y C'.Jm2 up for r2n~11r 1, and

"..'111 rer't'\~0 a.ny gri....:v·~r.c;.!· .-:b::mt nOI).-::"2:n2w<:l1 :-12lay

in rCDGtv2.l.·

h01ders at this st?ge and it is ensured th~t

2nd large the a??lic?nts a~e content with lic nC2S
I

h~ving validity for ~h2 distr-ict. Only veDr g2nuinc!

d,~ 152 rvin;)

in po!"? 5

..;;.uthority. It will be d2sirablc thC'.t the n2.J for

this restriction b~ suit2bly explained to the

... 5/-
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Yours f~i~~fully,

tt~V'~
/~--~---

( ."~. K. V,·~R1'1.'\ ).

JOINT SSCRET:,RY TO THE GOVERN:-iENT OF IHDIi\

Hindi version follo"15.

should, if othon"is2 n'.)t disquc}ified, b2 issu::;dl

10. The r2ceipt of this latt3r may pleo5e b~

r2nawad the lic2nc2. It should b2 born2 in mind

th~t renaw~l of a lic2nc2 should not be

or don2 2S c mattar of course.


