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National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme in 
Sirmaur District of Himachal Pradesh 

           
 

The genesis of National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme along with the 

brief profile of Sirmaur District has been discussed in this chapter. National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme was launched in Sirmour District in 

February 2006 along with Chamba district. 

 

2.1 Hiostory of Sirmour Distrcict  
 
 After the lapse of paramountcy in 1947, the princely states were given a 

choice to merge with the Union of India. The erstwhile Surajbansi Rajput 

princely state of Sirmour was merged into Himachal Pradesh on the 15th April, 

1948 and given the status of district with princely state’s physical jurisdiction 

intact. 

 
 About the origin of the name Sirmour, there are different opinions.  One 

view is that it derived its name as Sirmour having senior position it held 

amongst the princely hill states.  Another version is that at the earliest times, 

the capital of state was at Sirmour, 14 kms. away from Paonta.   Third version 

is that state was founded by the Raja Rasaloo of Jaisalmer, whose one of the 

ancestor’s name was Sirmour.  

 
 Early history of Sirmour is not very clear and mingled with legends.  As 

the legend goes on, in 1046 AD.  Raja Madan Singh was the ruler.   A women 

expert in necromancy presented herself before the Raja and claimed to have 

superb skills.  Raja promised her half of his kingdom if she could cross over Giri 

between Toka and Poka ranges by means of acrobatic rope.  While she was 

coming back on rope, one of courtiers of Raja, treacherously cut the rope, 

women fell in the river and drowned.  As a curse, havoc caused by floods swept 



away the town and princely family, leaving the state without a ruler.  

Thereafter, the subjects of Sirmour approached Raja of Jaisalmer, who was on 

visit to Hardwar to give one of his sons as the ruler of state and they ruled over 

Sirmour till the lapse of paramountcy in 1947.  Some of the efficient rulers and 

reformers are Raja Kirat Singh (ruled from 1754 AD to 1770 AD), Raja Surendra 

Parkash, Raja Amar Parkash and last ruler, Raja Rajindra Parkash.  They 

brought out various progressive reforms in the state in the field of education, 

industry, water supply and revenue. 

 
2.2.2 Location and Topography 

 The district lies among the outer Himalayan ranges between 77001’12” 

and 77049’40” East longitude and 30022’30” North latitude and is, with the 

exception of the broad valley of the Kayarda Dun, mountainous with deep 

valleys lying between ranges of varying elevations.  The greatest length from 

West to East is 77 km. and the maximum width from North to South, as the 

crow flies, is 80 km.   It is situated in the south east part of Himachal Pradesh.  

In the north, it touches its boundary with Jubbal and Chopal Tehsils of Shimla 

district.  In east, river Tons and in south east, river Yamuna separates it from 

Dehradun District of Uttaranchal.  In South West, it extends its boundary upto 

Ambala Distt. of Haryana and Tehsil Kasauli of Solan Distt. (H.P.).   In North 

West, it touches Shimla  tehsil of Shimla District. 

 
 Geographically, district Sirmour is bordered by Tons river to the east and 

Yamuna river in south-east.  River Giri, divides the district into two parts and 

also drains a major part of the district into Yamuna catchment.  The cis-giri 

area is comparatively more developed probably on account of its interface with 

the plains of Punjab, Haryana and Uttaranchal.   The trans-giri area due to its 

inaccessibility and ragged terrain is typically characterized by backwardness.  

River Bhangal and river Nera (Shillai tehsil), river Jalal and river Markanda 

(Nahan tehsil), river Ghagghar (pachhad tehsil) also flow through the district 



and play an important part in the drainage system of the same.  Plain areas of 

the district fall in Kiardun or Doon valley. 

 
 The district headquarter, Nahan is well connected by a web of road 

network with neighbouring urban and rural settlements.  Nahan is linked with 

National Highway (NH-72) to Ambala, a class 1 town and one of the biggest 

cantonments in Northern India.  It is connected with Dehradun-Mussorrie in 

Uttarakhand, which are important tourist resorts in North India.  The state 

capital, Shimla is also well connected with district headquarter by State 

Highway-6 through Solan and through State Highway-7 via Kufri. 

 
 Physiographically, the district is predominantly mountainous with deep 

valleys lying between ranges of varying elevations ranging from 600-1350 m, 

culminating in Chur peak at 11,982 ft. above m.s.l. Kiardun valley, which 

comprises of the southern parts of Paonta Sahib and Nahan blocks has an 

average relief below 500 m.   The district has an average annual rainfall of 154 

cm and temperatures vary from 470C to __.66C. 

 
 The district has an area of 2825 sq.km., which is 5.07% of the total area 

of the state, covering 984 villages.  The district is administered by three sub 

divisions viz., Nahan, Paonta and Rajgarh.   The sub divisions are organized into 

six development blocks viz., Nahan, Paonta, Pachhad, Rajgarh, Sangrah and 

Shillai.   The district has three towns viz., Nahan, Paonta and Rajgarh.  The 

transgiri area is comparatively backward.   The entire trans-Giri area, which is 

inhabited by the Hattee tribe, is mountainous and therefore accessibility is  

difficult.  A majority of population in this region, though not recognized as 

primitive tribes, yet possess all primitive and traditional socio-ethnic traits akin 

to primitive tribes.  A part of the population, belonging to this clan residing in 

Jaunsar-Babar area of Uttrakhand, which is adjoining to trans-Giri area, already 

enjoys Scheduled Tribes status, conferred on them as back as 1967-68. 

 
Administrative Units 



Sub-Divisions Tehsils Sub-Tehsils  Blocks 

1. Nahan 1. Nahan 
2. Renukaji 

1. Dadahu 
2. Nohra 
3. Ronhat 

1. Nahan 
2. Sangrah 

2. Paonta Sahib 3. Paonta Sahib 4. Kamrau 3. Paonta Sahib 
4. Shillai 

3. Rajgarh  5. Pachhad 
6. Rajgarh 

 5. Pachhad 
6. Rajgarh 

 

2.2.3 Demography 

 Sirmour district has a population of 4,58,593 (2001), residing over an 

area of 2825 sq.km.  The overall density of population of the district is 162 per 

sq. km.  This, however, has a spatial dimension when one looks at the 

population of Nahan and Paonta Sahib blocks taken together, and of the 

remaining area of the district.  The population is predominantly rural, spread 

over 984 villages.  The total urban population of the district is 47670, which is 

9.62% of total population.  The district has a total male population of 241299 

and a female population of 217294.  The overall sex ratio, as of 2001 is 900, 

which is low compared to the state average (970).  The sex ratio has shown a 

decline for the state on a whole between 1991 and 2001 but in the case of 

Sirmour district, there has been an increase from 897 in 1991 to 900 in 2001.  

The scheduled caste population of the district is 126680, which is 29.62% of the 

total population.  This proportion is higher than the state average of 24.72% 

thereby pointing to a higher concentration of scheduled castes in the district.  

Scheduled tribe concentration in the district is really low which is around 1.00% 

of the total population.  The district has a total literacy rate of 70.85% as 

compared to State’s total literacy rate 77.13%.  The rural literacy rate (68.7%) 

is comparatively low with reference to total literacy rate of the district. 

 
2.2.4 Occupational Structure 

 The occupational structure of district Sirmour shows a workforce 

participation rate of 49.30%.  38.3% of the population are occupied as main 



workers while the rest 10.92% are marginal workers.   The dependency ratio of 

the district is, therefore, considerable, viz., showing a low standard of living. 

 
 Sirmour, being predominantly agrarian, has a labour intensive economy 

with a high workforce participation.  In the district, relatively more rural and 

consequently more agriculture based areas have very high participation rates. 

 
 In the overall district scenario, 74.18% of the main workers are engaged 

in agriculture and allied activities, while 1.06% and 24.76% are secondary and 

tertiary sector engagement rates respectively.  There is a variation in gender 

based participation ratio in the district.   The female work force participation 

rate of the district is 41.32% of which only 26.62% are main workers.  Thus, the 

incidence of female marginal workers is higher than that of the males.   The 

social cause of gender bias prevalent in Indian society is mainly attributed to 

this factor. 

 
 The following shows the trend of workforce participation on the basis of 

figures of 1981, 1991 and 2001 census.  

Table 2.1 

Break-up of main works Years 

%age among main workers 1981 1991 2001 

I) Cultivators 73.09 71.90 71.73 

II) Agricultural labourers 2.13 3.34 2.45 

III) Household Industries 1.76 1.09 1.06 

IV) Other workers 23.02 23.67 24.76 

 

 The foregoing shows that during two decades there is not significant 

variation in work force participation rates.  As compared to 1981, when 75.22% 

of the main workers are engaged in agriculture and allied activities, the 

percentage is 74.18 in 2001. 

 

 


