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The tree is worshipped as earth mother in tribal India. It provides food, air,
occupation, materials for housing, fodder for animals and fuel. Without the trees
there is neither soil nor water. There is nothing to prevent the soil from being
washed away; there is nothing to prevent the water from evaporating. In the great
tribal regions of India which are home to the Bhils, the Santhals, the Nagas, the
Bishnois, whenever a child is born a tree is planted in the child’s name. It forges a
relationship between child and tree closer than the one between child and family.
Naturally so because that tree is specially the child’s own. The trees are all slow
growing. By the time the child reaches adolescence, his tree has just come into
fruit. It starts its life as provider to the tribal and the tribal’s life as guardian of the
tree.
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