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••• fdItEST CT. ,.,
'(lVt of 1921)1

{21$t September, 1921]
Aft'~to -.sGltda\1e: tile ,. "I.'tIt to f••••ts. vestttlfforest ~ MId _ d8tI 'h!Y1eble..t-.. .' ~ twelt: 1II"oduOt

de . . •

, Whereas it is elCpedl~t to consolidate the law relatfl't9 to forests. the transH of forest pr()(fuce
and thedui,. le¥i'tb-"Oh t~lftdother forestpredece; ft 1s -herebyen.cted as follows ~

aMPlEIt I

'"1."""1
1.••:SIIert titl • ., eateIlt.-(1) 111.,- Act -.r be nn •• _ Irtdf.fl,F'()f'est Act, 1927.

2{U) h eJltel'lds to ttlt .1. of lfK•••• exCept ttre ten-ftor'!es wM~h i~cHatelybefore the 1st
Novem",,~'M. whee ~1Mdi" fO.-t8 Stetes ••J .

f3) It app1'les to' ttte:terr1tor1e'f. which. fnned1ately befON! the 1$t NoV81ber. 1956. were compriS~
in the State of 8ihar • 8omba¥. COO'!"f. Delh1.MIdtl,yaPradesb. Orissa. P'Uf\jab. Uttar Pl"adesh and West
Bengat; but Ute Government of any Stue 1Il1,y.bynotif1ut1ol'l in ttle offkial Gazette. bring this Act
into force (in thewhote or any s.petlf'1ed J)art of that State in which thiS Ad extends and where it
h not in f~].

2. lftterpret.Uon dause.-tYlthf* Act. unless tllere 1$ anything repugnant in the subject of! context,-

(1) ~.ttlel includes eleJ)ttants. camels.buffa1oes, horses. Mare. geldings. ponies" oolts. fi 11ies,
mulf!S. asses, pigs. rams. ewes, stleep. lamps. goats and kids;

(2) "forest offit:er" means anyper'son wttom'v£frHh the [State (Joyernment] C)r lllly officer empowered
by3{*,*,*]. the It[State Goverflment]ifl this behalf. may &pr>oint to carty out all or any of tbe purpose
of ttlfs ,Act or to do anything reQ'Uif'ed by ttt1sAct or any r\ll~ mue thereunder to be done '1>1 a forest
Offk:er;

(3) "forest offence" llIt!an$ an ,offence pvlliS1laMe un&!r thts Act or under any rule made the1'eunder;
(4) "forest produce" includes-
(a) the followingwlleUter round in. or brOught frOlll, a forest or not. tllat is to say-
Umber. charcoal. caotltdtOUc, catechu. wool-oil, resin. natural varn fs'h , bark., lac. matma flowers,

mahua seeds, SOwt'" J , and lIlyrObolatIS. and
(ll) the foHowin-g wilen touncJ 1ft. orbmrght fr(llft. a foren, that is to say,-
(0 trees and leaves. flowers .n" fMlits, and an other parts or produce not hereinbefore IlIt!ntioned.

of trees;
(if } plants not being trees {including grass. creepers .• reeds and moss)., and all parts Of' pr<Khsce

of such palants,
(ti'i}wHd animals and skillS.' tustt.ttorns. bones. silk. c\Xoons, honey an4 wax, aM another

parts of produce of an i1lla1. and
(iv) .peat, surface soH, r\X1< and 1Il1flera~s (.ncluEl1ng ltmeUone, laterite mineral Oils. and oH

products of minesor qIiIarries);
-U'4-..A) "Wner" irn::l~s a :cocrrt of warcft; in resfJect of ~ty under t~ sut*'11'ltencitmcy or charge

of Sadt oevrt);
(5) "r4ver" iilCl~s a:Aystn_. canal. ct'ftt or other dl'&fMeh~ flatural or artificial;
(ii) "tm.ber" in<:1wdes tnR ~ they h-avlt f-aHen er~ve beell felled aAd an wood whether cut

OJP or fashione<l orhoHowed out tor any purpose at not; aneJ
(7) "tree" i~lodes palms. bamboos. stumps brush-wood a~d canes.

1. For Stat..ent of Objects and Reasons, See Gafttte of IRd'a~ 1i16, Pt. V. P. 1fig~
2. Subs. by A.O~ (No.3) Order, 1956.
3. rhe WOf'aslittle 6.6. in l:. or" rep. by A.O., 1'937.
4. Sttbs.by A L.O., 195'0. for the words "Provirn::ial Government".
5~ Ins. by the Indian Forest (Amendment) Act. 1930 (26 of 1930), Sec. 2.
6~ Ins. by Act. 3 of 1933. Sec. 2.



CHAPTER II
Of Reserved Forest

1
3. POMP.r to reserve forests.-The [State Government] may constitute any forest-land or waste-land

which is the property of Government, or over which the Government has proprietary rights,. or to the
whole or any part of the forest produce of which the Government is entitled. reserved forest in the
manner hereinaftpr Drovided.

4. fIotification by State Goverment.-(1) Whenever it has been decided to constitute any land, a
reserved forest, thel[State Government]. shall issue a notification in the 2[official Gazette]-

(a) declaring that it has been decided to constitute such land a reserved forest;
(b) sp'ecifying. as nearly as possible, the situation and limits of such land; and
(c) appointing an officer (hereinafter caled lithe Forest Settlement officer") to inquire into and

determine, the existence, nature and ext~nd of any right alleged to exist in favour of any person in
or over any land comprised within such limits, or in or over any forest produce, and to deal with the
same as provided in this chapter.

Explanation.-For the purpose of Cl. (b), it shall be sufficient to describe the limit of the forest
by roads. rivers. bridges or other well-known or readily intelligible boundaries.

(2) The officer appointed under Cl. (c) of sub-section (1) shall ordinarily be a person not holding
any forest office except that of Forest Settlement Officer.

(3) Nothing in this section shall prevent the1[State Government] from appointing any number of
officers not exceeding three. not more, than one of whom shall be a person holding any forest office
extept as aforesaid. to ,perform the duties of Forest Settlement Officer under this Act.

5. Bar of accrual of forest r1ghts.-After the issue of notification under Sec. 4. no right shall
be acquired in or over the land comprised in such notification except. by succession or under a grant
or contract in writing made or entered into by or on behalf of the 3[Government] of some person in
whom such right was vested when the notification was issued; and no fresh clearings for cultivati6n
or for any other purpose shalf be made in such land except' in accordance with such rules as may be
made by the1rState Government] in this behalf.

,,~ Procl.at1on by Forest Settlement Off1cer.-When a notification has been issued under Sec. 4,
the Forest Settlement Officer shall publish in the local vernacular in every town and village in the
neighbourhood of the land comprised therein, proclamation-

(a) specifying, as nearly as possible. the situation and limits of the proposed forest;
(b) explaining the consequences which, as hereinafter provided. wil ensue on the reservation of

such forest; and '
(c) fixing a period of not less than three months from the date of such proclamation, and requiring

every person claiming any right mentioned in Sec. 4 or Sec. 5 ~thin such period either to present
to the Forest Settlement Officer a written notice specifying. or to appear before him and s,tate the
nature of such right and the amount and particulars of the compensation ,(if any) claimed in respect
thereof.

7. Inquiry by Forest SettlBlent Off1cer •• The Forest Settlement Officer shall take down in writing
all statements made under Sec. 6. and shall at some convenient place inquire into all claims duly preferred
under that section. and the ex1stenc~ of any rights mentioned in Sec. 4 or sec. 5 and not claimed under
Sec. 6 so far as the same may be ascertainable from the records of Government and the evidence of any
persons likely to be acquainted with the same.

8. PC*ers of Forest SettlBlellt «)ff1cer.-For the purpose of Such inquiry. the Forest Settlement
Officer'may exercise the following powers that is to say.-

(a) power to enter .• by himself or any officer authorized by him for the purpose. upon any land.
and to sur~ey. demarcate and make a map of the same; and

(b) the powers of a civil 'court in the trial of suits.

1. Subs. by A.l.O •• 1950, for the words "Provincial Government".
2. Subs. by A.D. 1937, for the words "local official Gazette".

'3. Subs. by A.l.O., 1950, for the word "Crown".



9. Extinction of rights.-Rights in respect of which no claim has been preferred under Sec. 6 and
of the existence of which no knowledge has been acquired by inquiry under Sec. 7, shall be extinguished
unless, before the notification under Sec. 20 is pUblished the person claiming them satisfies the Fo~est
Settlement Officer that he had sufficient cause for not preferring such claim within the period fixed
under Sec. 6.

10. Treatment of clai.s relatinq to practice of shifting cultivation.-(1) In the case of a claim
relating to the practice of shiftinq cultivation the Forest Settlement Officer shall record a statement
~etting forth the particulars of the claim ~nd of any 1local rule or oraer under which thep.ractice
lS allowed or regulated. and submit the statement to the [State GovernmentJ, together with his opinion
as to whether the practice should.be permitted or prohipited wholly or in part.

(2) On receipt of the statement and opinion, the [State GovernmentJ may make an order permitting
or prohibiting the practice wholly or ih part.

(3) If such practice is permitted wholly or in part, the Forest. Settlement Officer may arrange
for its exercise-

(a) by altering the limits of the land,under settlement so as to exclude land of sufficient extent,
of a suitable kind, and in a locality reasonably convenient for the purposes of the claimants, or

(b) by causing certain portions of the land under settlement to be separately demarcated, and giving
permi~sion to the claimants 1:0 practice of shifting cultivation therein under such conditions as he
may prescribe.
1 (4) All arrangements made under suo-section (3) shall be subject to the previous san~tion of the

[State bovernmentJ. .
(5) The practice of shifting cUltiva'ion shall, in all cases, be deemed a privilege, subject to

control, restriction and abolition by the [State GovernmentJ.
11.• Power to acquire land o"Ver which right is claimed.-(1) In the case of a claim to a right in

over any land, other than a right of way or right of pasture, or a right to forest produce or a watercourse,
the Forest Settlement Officer shall pass an order admitt~ng or rejecting the same in whole or in.part.

(2) If such claim is admitted in whole orin part, the Forest Settlement Officer shall either-
(i) exclude such land from the limits of the proposed forest; or
(ii) come to an agreement with the owner thereof for the surrender of his rights; or
(iif) proceed to acquire such land in t.he manner provided by the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (1

of 1894).
(3) For the purpose of so acquiring such land.-
(a) the Forest Settlement Officer shall be deemed to be a Collector proceeding under the Land Acqui-

sition Act. 1894 (1 of 1894);
(b) the claimant sha'" be deemed to be a person interested and appearing before him in pursuance

of a notice given under Sec. 9 of the Act;
(c) the provisions of the preceding ~ection of that Act shall be deemed to have been complied with;

(d) the Collector, with the consent of the claimant. or the Court, with the consent of both parties,
may award compensation in land, or partly in land and partly in ml?ney.

12. Order on clailRS to rights of pasture or to forest produce ••In the case of ,a claim to rights
of pasture Qr to forest produce, the Forest Settlement Officer shall pass an order admitting or rejecting
the s~e in whole or in part.

13. Record to be made by Forest 5ettlellelltOfficer ••The Forest Settlement Officer. when passing
any order under Sec. 12, shall record, so far as may be practicable,-

(a) the name, father's name, caste. residence and occupation of the person claiming the right;

(b) the designation. position and area of all fields or groups of fields (if any). and the designation
and position of all buildings (if any) in respect of which the exercise of such rights is claimed.

14. Record where he adlllitsc1ai•• -If the Forest Settlement Officer admits in whole or in part any
claim under Sec. 12 he shall also record the extent to which the claim is so admitted. specifying the
number aM descriotion' of the cattle which the claimant is from time to- time entitled to graze .in the



f••• t~ tlttS'eR<m dIW'Iflgwtl1ttl SlICh:plstQN is l*'lftitted. the 4IV&Jltity Of t1'mbet ·arw.!other fOl-est
~ wh1dl fte f!;.. from ume ~ t_.allthortsed t;o tm 'Ot'~''t1I.. amf $11<:"othef'pe.rtkahn .•
a'S t_ cUt .JIltY.r~1"e. tit s'tl.natli)·r~c!I whet_ ttle UIlJrm- or :otller for.elt flrotuctobt-aHled by
tile exeniseof the riJht5 ol.iWdllll1 '1>8sold or bartered.

1S.txerctse 9f r'thts .flted .•••{1) After making sudl r~cord the FOf'est Settl1!1llent Offker shaH.
to tIte.·bestofMs '"&bOity .• a1Idt\ad"9 due regard to th:e-mai"tenant-eof the r-es.,.ve4 forest ." res~ct
ofwllfdl ttle datfll is made."PISS stttt! orders as welt enstlN! ttle C\)lItl~ exen:fs'e ~f .tM ti-gtlt's so
adIIIitted ••

(2' fOf' tM'S 9u~ tfile F'~st s.tUernent {lfficer may·
{.a) set outsOOleotner f-orest trllCt.().fsuff1~i*"t extent. and 1n ;t lotal1tyreasonably (;'Onvellient.

'fw the purpose of svdl c11_nts. ~r-etO'f'U a"orftf' C()tlfer-dfrgupon theIll ar i'ght of pes tllN! or to
forest pr«!vee {as tnec .•se may be) to the extent so admitted; or

{b)s'O alter the Umits of t1l1$ proposed forest as toe,xdude forest l'8'nd of ·s1ifffitl~nt extent.
aM hI a local1tyre~S'OMbty 'ton~n,f'Mlt for tneplIrposes of theclaf:mants;or

(d r«ordan0r6er 'cGfttfrrufYtgto silthd-af4llMlh ar1"'tef;pa"StlllT~ or t'O f<lteU ~roduce. as the
c-e ., be. to the .xtent so adnlltted -'at suc~sel1's(ms wfltt.in SQctlpM-t1<mSof the Pf'OPOS~forest •
•••• 1IIlder stlttlNlles, 8S fillY tie maiM hI th1~~.'f. by the {ShteGav-ertlment] •

•• ~'I. Of rtthts.-Incue the forest SettlementOff1ter Un<ls it 1mpossible. navin'S due
•.•••••• to ttle maffltenam:-e-of the res~ fbre:st~ to make$·UdlSettlement t.l,nderSet. 1S as s.hall ensure
the COftlttlued exerc:h'tof the s81d rfthts to the extent .so adm'itt~~he stl-all. subject to such rules
as tilt tSt.~Qo.vernment] lIIaymake inUlis benlU .co"""ute s~ch rfihts 'by the payment to such persons
of • s-. of tIlOneYin Ueu t'here-of or by the gr.;mt of land or in suctl othermatmer as 'he thinkS fit .•

11•••• 1 f••.•onleY' .paUed under Sec:. 11. Sec. 12. Set. 15 or Sec. 16.-Anyperson who has made
a el •• 'tIM1ertMs Act, or any Forest Off1cef" or other person generaHy or specially e1Ilj)oweredby the
l{Shte Qo\'eYTIllIet.'lt] if! tMs behtlf. _Yo wftM'Il thret monthS frOlll the date of tfte order j).assed on such
d•• tt7 Ute f~t Settlement OffiurUfl4er see,. 11. St<:. 1~. Sec. 1S or Sec. 16. preseptan apfilealf.- ~ orcJer to smofficer oftheRevemreDepar_nt~ of rp'k not lower tha" that of a Collector.
as tM{State ~flllMMltJ may. by ftotiHcathm in the [offici.'l Guettel. appoint to hear appe-als
f.-s1tdl Ot"ftrj:

Provided- that the \State Government] may establ ish a court (b&t1flnafter called ttw:!F~rest COurt)

~of three f*'i'01l$ t'O ~ awo1nted by the 'lState Government]. and. whenttte F<lrest Cl)urthas
\lee1l s~ estall11stte4. all sttC~ appeals shall be presented to it •

•• AllPeel ••• sec •• 1'.-{1,Every appea' IIJldtr S~. 11 shall be made by pet1t10fl in writing,
MId-.y be delivered to tneForest Settlement Officer. wboshall forward it wHhout delay to the authority
cClllPtteftt to hear tne same.•

(2) If t+re~.1 be to -anoffi~ apPGlintedunder sec. 17. it shall be ,hea'rd in the mall"li"'" prescribed
for ttwe Utile behl:g for the hearHIg of a~ls ill /Ratters re1at1ng to land rev~.

(3) If the appee.l be to the Forest Court. tt:le Court shall fiX a day and a cOlilvenfent~lace iA the
-Re4ghtJcM1tOOdofthe proposed forest fer ~i~ Ute ••• 1. aM 5••• 11 give notice ttrereof to tne p-art;es,
andshatl hear s~ appeal aCCOrdingly.

(4) Ttre order passed 01'1 the appeal by S'tfchoff1cer or Court, or b.li themajorit1 of thememberli
of such Cowrt, as the case may be. sh-all. subject Ofll)' to revision as the [State Govel'l'llllentl,be ffnal .•

1 '19. P1M11ters.-The [State GoveT'flllleflt]or any persOl'lwtroh-asmade a clafmunder the Act. llIay awohlt
an, persOfl t;o a'P'PNr. plea4 &l'ldact on its or his befilalf before the Forest Settlement Officer. or the
Ap,ellate Bffi~'et" or Court. in the coors-e .of aAYenqllfry of appeal under this Act.

20. NoUftc:etion de<:l.,.fftg forest resel"'fed.•••( 1) Whenthe foH<>wingevents heve occurred. nlllllely.-
(a) tfteperiod Hxed under Sec. 6 for preferring clai1lTShn elaps-ed. and all claillts. if any. made

vhderthat sect10n or Sec. 9 have been disposed of by ttl'e Forest Settlemeftt Offi'cer;
(Il) if My such claims hue been mad'e. the period limited by Sec. 17 for appuling from the on:lers

-;:-S-bs. by A.t.O., 19'5B. for the wor<ls"P·rovhtdal Goverfllllent".
2. Sub's. by A.O., '9-31. for the words "1oca10fHcial Gazette".



passed OR such tlaims has elapsed. afld an appe6ls (tf laY) weaeteO wUMn S1ICb ".rfed: have been
disposed of by tbe AppeUate Offjcer or Court; lIId

(c) all hnds (tf lilY) to be illC1uded in tlle propQ$ed forest. whick tbe Fortst Settlemeltt tlffJeer
has. wilder Sec. 11. elected to acquire under the Laad ~qu-t$ tUoa Act. 1894 (1 of 1894). ba¥e Mcflllle
vest,d in .the Governmentunder Set. 16 of that Ad. 2 -
th.e lStltte Govermnent}shall publish a nottfteaUen tn tbe [oNfc:taJ &6Htte} !peetfyf"t aeUnltely.
according to bouAGarYmakes erected or other_be. tilt limits of the fornt wbi-cb is to be reser"'.
and declaring: the same to be res",,'*' from a etate filted !t-ytbe noUftuHon.

(l)Fromthe date so fixed such forest shall be ~. to be • ~s.,Y4d'forest.
21. Pub-l1eaUon of "'lftSlaUoa of sue" netttk:ltton 'ht net-,rhoed of fvest.~T"eFo•••5\ effieer

shall. before tbe date fbed by sueb noUffeaUM. Clt.ist i\ t:raaslaUu thereof into the local veNlacular
or be publis.hed in every town aIld vtllage in the net~heod of tite for-est.

2l. Po!IIer to revise arrMgllNl!t.\ -.de UIIder See. 15 01' Sec:. 18.·The 1[5tat. QovePl!lllletttl JIt6.Y. within
five years from the pubHutton O'f any RottfinttOft IJftClar SeC'. 20:. revise My •••••"9_l'lt ~ UIlder
-Set. 15 or Sec. 18, tftd may for 'lilts pUrf)OSe rescind or medtfy allY order made wader Sec. 1S or Sec.
18. and direct that aftY OI'leof the ".oceedil'lg$. speefft" 1<" Sec. 15 be tickEt" b Heu of ol"y otber
of such proceedings. or t~at the rights admitted Uti. Sec. 12 be eOlllllllttectul'l6er See. tf.

U. No right ••• t.... .vel' •• ervect ferest .cot as here 1tl"O¥•••• ooMo right of 'I'l.y descrtp.Uon
shall be acquired in or over a reser\ed for"t llXCepetIty succeuion or under a Vallt or COl'ltr-actin
writing made by or on behalf of the lGovermnent} eM' some person 11'1 whtllftsuch rigM was vested wilen
the notification under Sec. 20 was issbled.

24. Rigllts IlOt to' be alten&ted: wit_t sIIWU •• -fH Notw1tb$t Il'Idtng aIlytH", coot&. ined 1:" See•
23 no rtght contained under Cl. (c) of su~~s.ectton (2) of See. ts shall be aUenated by way of graftt.
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Provided that. when i*y such rtght is iJ)f'$Ddal'ltto any land or I!IetlU. 1t R1aybe sold or otherwise
aHenated with such land or house.

(2) Notimber or other forest produce obtained in exercise of aay such right shall be sold or bartered
except to such extent as may have been ldmitted in the oNer reco"de<I YR"" Sec. 14.

25.. Po.er to stop ~s and •• _courses in reserved forest•.•The Forest Oflfcer may. with the previous
sanctiGf'l of the l[State Governmelllt]or of any offie."- ctuly authorized by it in thts behalf. stoP. any
pu~lic or private way or watercourse i " • reservN torest. p••ovided that a sUb$titute for the way
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(j). in any area in which the Elephants' Preservation Act, 1879 (VI of '?79), is not in force, kills
or catches elephants in contravention of any ru~es so made;
,;hall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which
may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both in addition to such compensation for damage dona to
the forest ~~ the convicting court may direct to be paid.

(2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prohibit-
(a) any act done by permission in writing of the Forest Officer, or under any rule made by ![State

Government]; or
(b) the exercise of any right continued under Cl. (c) 20f sub-section (2) of Sec. 15, or created

by grant or contract in writing made by or on behalf of the [Governmentj under Sec. f3.
(3) Whenever fire is caused wilfully or by gross negligence in a reserved forest the [State Government]

may (notwithstanding that any penalty has been inflicted under this section) direct that in such forest
or any portion thereof the exercise of all rights or oasture or to forest produce shall be suspended
for such oeriod as it thinks fit.

27. POMerto~eclare forest no longer reserved.-(1) The '[State Government] may, 3[* * *] by notifi-
cation, in the [official Gazette], direct that, from a date fixed by such notification, any forest
or any portion thereof reserved under this Act shall cease to be reserved forest.

(2) From the date so fixed such forest or pcrtion shall cease to be reserved; but the rights (if
any) which have been extinguished therein shall not revive in consequence of such cessation.

CHAPTER III
Of Village Forests

28. Fonaation of village forests.-(1) The '[State Government] may assign to any village community
the rights of Government to or over any land has been constituted a reserved forest, an~dmay cancel
such assign~nt. All forest so assigned shall be called village forests.

(2) The [State Government] maymake rules for regulating the management of village forests, prescribing
the conditions under which the community to which any such assignment is made may be provided with
timber or other forest produce or pasture, and their duties for the protection and 1mprovement of such
forest.

(3) All the provisions of this Act relating to resp.rved forests shall (so far as they are not "1ncon-
sistent with the rules so made) apply to village forests.

CHAPTER IV
Of Protected Forests

29•. Protected forests •.•.(1) The![State Government] may, by notificat1on in the 2[off1c1al Gazette]
declare the provisions of this chapter applicable to any forest-land or waste-land which is not included
in II reserved forest, but _ich is the property of Government, or over which the Governlllt!nt has proprietary

< rights. or to the whole or any part of the forest produce of which the Government is entitUd.
(2) The forest-land and waste-land comprised in any such not 1f1eat ion shall be called a -protected

forest-.
'. (3hNo such notification shaH be •• de unless theflature and extent of the rights'of GovernMent

. and of .priyate.cpers(\ft$.in or. ov,er \he forest-land or waste '. cOIIPrised ~rein have beenlnqutred
~ IMj)ucl. recorded llt •. sur"tyor-se\tlellent.or' in sucll other lI••ner as the [State Goverllllent] thtnks

suff.tctent.Every suclt· .•.ecord staan .••• preslllled to. be correct until the contrf"y 15 proved:
,Pro~tded.~hatif. ,tn the case. of .y forest-land. or waste-land. tlte [State Gover-ent] thtnks

that, such enqlrirl and record are necessar, but tha~ the, wt 11 occup, such length of tt_ as 't"tlle .
•• ti.· to eftdaiIger t•••ritl?ts of Goverllllle"t. tlte [St.teGoy •••••• t] u,.'pen.dtng sueh tltClutrJ allCl .
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30.
2

PCM!\" to issue notification reserving trees,3 etc.-The [State Government] may. by notification
in the [official Gazette].-

(a) declare any trees or clause of trees in a protected. fores' to b~ reserved from a date fixed
by the notification;

(b) declare that any portion of suCh1 forest specified in the notification shall be closed for such
term. not exceeding thirty years as the [State Government] thinks fit. and that thp. riqhts of private
persons. if any. over such portion shall be suspended .Quring such term provided that the remainder
of such forest be sufficient and in a locality reasonably convenient. for the due exercise of the rights
suspended in the portion so closed; or

(c) prohibit. from a date fixed as aforesaid. the quarrying of stone or the burning of. lime or
charcoal. or the collection or subjection to any manufacturing process. or removal of. any forest produce
in any such forest. and the breaking up or clearing for cultivation f~ buildings for herding cattle
or any other purpose of any land in any Such forest.

31. Publication or translation of such notification in neighbourhood.-The Collector shall cause
a translation into the local vernacular of every notification 'issue'dunder Sec. 30 to be affixed in
a conspicuous place in every town and village in the neighbourhood of the forest comprised in the notifi-
:ation.

132. Po.er to _e rules for .protected forests.-The [State Government] may make rules to regulate
the following matters. namely: _

(a) the cutting. sawing conversion and removal of trees and timber. and the collection. manufacture
and removal of forest produce. from protected forests; .

(b) the granting. of licences to inhabitants of towns and viJ1ages in the vicinity of protected
forests to take trees. timber or,other forest produce for their own use. and the production and return
of such l1cences by such persons;

(c) the granting of licences to persons felling or removing trees or timber or other forest produce
from such forests for the purposes of trade. and the production and return of· such 1icences by such
persons;

(d) the payments. if any. to be made by the persons mentioned in Cls. (b) and (c) for permission
to cut such trees. or to collect and remove suoh timber or other fprest produce;

(e) the other payments. if any. to be made by them in respect of such trees. timber and produce.
and the places where such payment shall be made;

(f) the examination of forest produce passing out of such forests;
(g) the cleari~g and breaking up of land for cul~ivation or other purposes in such forest;
(h) the protection front·fire or timber lying in such forests and trees reserved under Sec. 30;

(i) the cutting of grass and pasturing of 'cattle in such forests;
(j) hunting. shooting. fishing. poisoning' water and ~etting traps or snares- in stich forest. and

the killing or catching of elephants in such forests in areas in which the Elephants' Preservation
Act. 1879 (VI of 1879) is not in fOrce;

(k) the protection and management of any portion of a forest closed under Sec. 30; and
(1) the exercise of rights referred to in Sec. 29.
33. Penalties for acts in contravention of notification under Sec. 30 or for ruleS under Sec. 32.-

(1) Any person commits any of following offences. name1y-
(a) fells. girdles. lops taps or burns any tree reserved under Sec. 30 or strips of the barks or

leaves from or otherwise damages. any such trees;
(b) contrary to any prohibition under Sec. 30. quarries any stone or burns any lime or charcoal.

or collects. subjects to any manufacturing process. or removes. any forest produce;
(c) contrary to ~ny prohibition under Sec. 30. breaks up or clears for cultivation or any other

purpose any land in any protected forest;
(d) sets fire to such forest. or kindles a fire without taking all reasonable precaution to prevent

1~S~bs.by A.LO •• 1950 •.fo; the words "Provincial Government<' >L
J

2. SUbs. by A.O., 1937. for tne words "local official Gazette".
3. Section as also Secs. ~2. 33. ~4 and 68 have been applied to specified

Hoshiarpur. vide Punjab Government Gazette. dated 31st July. 1959.



its spreading to any tree reserved under Sec. 30. whether standing. fallen or felled. or to any closed
portion of such forest; .

(e) leaves burning any fire kindled by him in the vicinity of any such trees of closed portion;
(f) fells any tree or drags any timber so as to damage any tree reserved as aforesaid;
(g) permits cattle to damage any such tree; and
,(h) infringes any rule made under Sec. 32;

shall be punishable with imprisonment for 4! term which may extend to six months or with fine which
may extend to five hundred rupees. or with both. 1

(2) Whenever fire is caused wilfully or by gross negligence in a protected forest.- the [State
Government] may. notwithstanding that any penalty has been inflicted under this section. direct that
in such forest'or any por~ion thereof the exercise of pasture or to forest produc~ shall be suspended
for such period as it thinks lit.

I '-34. Nothing in this chapter to prohibit acts done 1n certain cases.-Noth1ng in this chapter shall
be deemed to prohibit any act done with the permission in writing of the Forest Officer. or in accordance
with rules made under Sec. 32. or except as regards any portion. of a forest closed under Sec. 30.
or as regards any rights the exercise of which has been suspended under Sec. 33. in the exercise of
any right recorded under Sec. 29.

CHAPTER V
Of the Control over Forests and Lands not being the property of GoverJllent

[JS2 Protection of forests for special purposes.-(1) The 1State Government] may. by notification
in the [official Gazette]. regulate or prohibit in any forest or waste-land.-

(a) the breaking up or clearing of land for cultivation;
(b) the pasturing of cattle; or
(c) the firing or clearing of the vegetation;

when such regulation or prohibition appears necessary for any of the following purposes:
(i) for protection against storms. winds. rolling stones; floods and avalanches;
(ii) for the pre~ervation of the soil on the ridges and slopes and in the valleys or hilly tracts.

the prevention of landslips or of the formation of ravines and torrents. or the protection of land
against erosion or the deposit thereon of sand •.stones or gravel;

(iii) for the maintenance of a water supply in springs. rivers and tanks;
(iv) for the protection of roads. bridges. railways and other lines of communlcation;
(v) for the preservation of public health.
(2) The [State Government] may. for any s.uch purpose. construct at its own expense. in or upon

any forest or waste-land. such work as it thinks fit.
(3) No notification shall be made under gub-section (1) nor shall any work be begun under sub-section

(2) until after the issue of a notice to the owner of such forest or land calling on him to show cause.
whhin a reasonable period to be specified in such notice. why such notification shall not be made
or work constructed. as the case may be and until his.objections. if any. and any evid~nce he may produce
in support of1the same. have been heard by an officer duly appointed in that behalf and have been consi-
dered by the [State Government].

36. PUller to ass.-e JDanagellentof forests ••(1) In case of neglect of or wilful disobedience to
any regulation or prohibition fnder Sec. 35. Or if the purposes of any work to be constructed under
that section so require. the [State Government] may. after notice in writing to the owner to such
forest of land and after considering his objections. if any. place the same under the control of a
forest Officer, and may declare that all or any of the provisions of this Act relating to reserved
forests shall apply to such forest or land.

(2) The net profits. if any. arising from the management of such-forest or land shall be paid to
the said owner.

31. Expropriation of forests in certain cases.-In any case under this chapter in which the~[State
Government] considers th~t, in lieu of,placing the foreSt or land under the control of a Forest Officer
the same_.s~9lJJd.,beacqulred for pubh.c purposes. the· {State'Govermnent} may Prtltee(f-to acquire it
in the manner provided by the Land Acquisftion Act. 1894 (I of 1894). . . .
1. Subs. by A.L.O •• 1950. for the words "Provincial Government".
2. Subs. by A.O •• 1937. for the words "local official Gazette".



(2) rhe owner ot any forest or land comprised in any notification unaer Sec~ 35 may. at any tl/fte
not less than three .or more than twelve years fr~ the date thereof. require that such forest or land
shall be acquired for public purposes. and the [State G('vernmentJ shall acquire such forest of land
accordingly.

38. Protection of forest~ at request of owners •••(1) ThE! owner, of any 1and or thel"e be more tha'n
one owner theeof. the owners of shares therein amounting in the aggregate to at least two-thirds thereof
may. with a view to the formation or conservations of forests thereon. represent in writing to the
Collector their desire-

(a) that such land be managed on their behalf by the Forest Officer as a reserved or a protected
forest on such terms as may be mutually agreed upon; or

(b) t~at all or any of1the provisions of the Act be applied to such land.2(2) In either case •. [State GovernmentJ may. be notification in the [official GazetteJ. apply
to such land and such provisions of this Act as it thinks suitable to the circumstance thereof and
as may be desired by the applicantsJ.

CHAPTER VI
Of the Duty on Tillber and other Forest Procedure

339. Power to 1111pOSeduty on t111ber and other forest produce •••(1) The [Central GovernmentJ may
~evy a duty in such manner. at such places and at such rates as it may declare by notification in the

[official GazetteJ on all timb4r or other forest produce-
5 (a) which 'is produced in [the territories to which this Act extendsJ and in respect - of which

[the GovernmentJ has any right; 4
~b) which i~ brought from any place outside [the territories to which this Act extendsJ.
[* * * * * '*J·3(2) In every case in which.such duty is directed t~ be levied ad volorem. the [Central GovernmentJ

may fix by like notification the value on which such duty shall be assessed.
(3) All duties on timber or other forest-produce which. at the time when this Act comes in to force

in any territory. are levied therein under the authority of the [State GovernmentJ shall be deemed
to b, and to have been duly levied under the provision of ~is Act.

[(4) Notwithstanding a.pything in this section. the [State GovernmentJ may, until provision to
the contrary is made~y the [ParliamentJ continue to levy any duty which it was lawfully levying before
the commencement of [ConstitutionJ under this section as then in force:

Provided that nothing in this sub-section authorizfd the levy of any duty which as between timber
or other forest produce of the locality outside the [StateJ discriminates in favofr of the former.
or which. in the case of the timber or other forest produce of localities outside the [State] discrimi-
nates between timber or other forest produce of one locality and similar or other forest produce of
another local ityJ. "

40. Li.1t not to apply to purchase money or royalty.-Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to
limit the amount. if any. chargeable as purchase money or royalty on any timber or other forest produce,
although the same is levied on such timber or produce while in transit. in the same manner as duty
is levied.

1. Subs. by A.L.O •• 1950. for the words "Provincial Local Government".
2. Subs. by A.O •• 193'. for the words "Local official Gazette".
3. Subs.' by ibid •• .for the words "local Government".
4. Subs. by A.O. (No.8) Oraer. 1956. for "Part.A States and Part C States".
5. Subs. by A.L.O •• 1950. for the word "Crown"
6. The proviso was rep. by A.O •• 1917.
7. Ins. by A.O •• 1937.
8. Subs. by A.L.O., 1950. for "Central Legislature".
9. Subs. by ibid •• for the words "Part III of the Government of India Act. 1935"



CHAPTER VII
Of the Control of Tfllber _ other Forest Produce in TrMsit

41. Pa.er to -ate rules to regulate trMsit of forest produce.-(1) The control of all rivers and
their banks as regards the floating of timber as well as the control of all timber and other forest
produce in transit by land or water, is vested in the [State Government]. and it may make rules' or
regulate the transit of all timber and other forest,produce.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power. such rules may-
(a) prescribe the routes by which alone -timber or other forest produce l'fIaybe imported. exported

or moved into. from or within [the State];
(b) prohibit the import or export or moving of such timber or other produce without a 'pass from

an officer duly authorized to issue the same, or otherwise than in accordance with the conditions of
such pass;

(c) provide for the issue, production and return of such passes and/or the payment of fees therefor'
(d) provide for the stoppage. reporting, examination and marking of timber or oth~r forest produce

in transit. in respect of which there is reason to believe that any money is payable to "[the Government]
on account of the or1ce thereof. or on account of any duty; fee. royalty or charge due thereon, or,
to which it is desirable for the purpose of this Act to'affix a mark;

(e) provide for the establishment and regulation of depots to which such timber or other produce
shall be taken by those in charge of it for examination. or for the payment of such money. or in order
that such marks may be affixed to it; and the conditions under which such timber or other produce shall
be brought to. stored ~t and removed from such depots; ,

(f) prohibit the closing up or obstructing of the channel or blanks of any river used for the transit
of timber or other forest produce. and throwing of grass. brushwood. branches or leaves intd any such
river or any act which may cause such river to be closed or obstructed;

(g) provide for the prevention or removal of any obstruction of the channel or banks of any such
river. and for recovering the cost of such provision or removal from the person whose acts of negligence
necessitated the same;

(h) prohibit absolutely or subject to conditions. within specified local limits. the establishment
of saw-pits. the converting. cutting. burning. concealing or marking of timber. the altering or effacing
of any marks of the same- or. the oossession or carrvina of marking hammers or other implements used,
for marking timber.

{i) regulate the use of property marks of t1mber, and the registration at such marks; prescribe
the time for which such registration shall hold good; limit the number of such marks that may be registered
by anyone pefson, and provide for the levy of fees for such registration.

(3) The [State Government] may direct that any rule made under this section shall not apply to
any soecified class of timber or other forest produce or to anv soecifipd local area.

3[41.A. P.-rs of Central GoverMient as to llOVt!llentsof tillber across custOM frontiers.-Notwith-
standing anything in Sec. 41. the Central Government may make rules to prescrihe the route by which
alone timber or other forest produce may be imported. exported or moved into or ~[from the territories
to which this Act extends] across any customs frontier as defined by the Central Government. and any
rules made under Sec. 41 shall have effect to subject to the rules made under this section.].

42. Penaltl for breach of rules lIlldeunder Sec. 41 •••The l[State Government] may by such rules prescribe
as penalties for the contravention thereof imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months,
)r fine which may extend to five hundred rupees. or both.

(2) Such rules may provide that penalties which are double of those mentioned in5ub-section (1)
may be inflicted in cases where the offence is committed after sunset and before sunrise or after prepara-
tion for resistance of lawful authority, or where the offender has been previously convicted of a like
offence.

s43. GoverMent and Forest Officer not liable for d.uge to forest produce at depot.-The [Government]
;ha11 not be responsible for any loss or damage which may occur in respect of any timber or other forest
I. Subs. by A.L.O •• 1950. for the words "Provincial Government".
!. Subs. bv ibid •• for the words "Central Leais1ature".
• Ins. by A.D., 1937.
• Subs. by A.D •• (No.3) of 1956. for "Part A States and Part C States".
• Subs. by A.L.O •• 1950 for IOCrown".



produce while at a depot established under a rule made under Sec. 41, or while detained elsewhere for
the purposes of this Act; and no Forest Officer shall be responsible for any such loss or damage, unless
he causes such loss or damage negligency, maliciously or fraudulently.

44. All persons bound to aid in case of accident at depot.-In case of any accident or emergency
involving danger to any property at any such depot, every person employed at such depot, whether by
the 3[Government] or by any private persons, shall render assistance to any Forest Officer or Police
Officer demandin9 his aid in averting such danger or securing such property from damage or loss.

CHAPTER VIII
qr the Collection of Drift and Stranded Ti~

45. Certain kinds oft1l1ber to be deElled property of Gover •• nt unt11 title thereto proved, lIay
be collectedaccordingly.-(1) All timber found a drift beached, stranded or sunk:

all wood or timber bearing marks which have not been registered in accordance with the rules made
under Sec. 41, or on which the marks have been obliterated, altered or defaced by fire or otherwise,
and

in such areas as the 1[State Government] directs all unmarked wood and timber;
shall be deemed to be the property of Government, unless and until any person establishes his right

and title thereto, as provided in this chapter. I

(2) SUCh timber may be collected by any Forest Officer or other person entitled to collect the
same by virtue of any rule made under Sec. 51 and may be brought to any depot which the Forest Officer
ma~ notify a~ a depot for the reception of drift timber. 2

(3) The [State Government] may, by notification in the [official Gazette], exempt any class of
timber from the provisions of this settion.

46. Notice to clai••• ts of drift tillber••Public notice shall from time to time be gIven by the
Forest Officer of timber collected under Sec. 45. Such notice shall contain a description of the timber
and shall require any person claiming the same to present to such officer within a period not less
than two months from the date of such notice, a written statement of such claim.
47. Procedure on clai. preferred to such tillber.-(1) When any such statement is presented as aforesaid,
the Forest Officer may, after making such inquiry, as he thinks fit, either reject the claim after
recording his reasons for so doing, or deliver the timber to the claimant.

(2) If such timber is claimed by more than one person, the Forest Officer may either deliver the
same to any of such person whom he deems entitled thereto, .or may refer the claimants to the Civil
Court, and retain the timber pending the receipt of an order from any such Court for its disposal.

(3) Any person whose claim has been rejected under this section may, within three months from the
date of such rejection, institute a suit to recover possession of the timber claimed by him; but no
person shall recover any compensation or costs against the 3[Government); or against any Forest Officer,
on account of such rejection, or the detention or removal of any timber or the delivery thereof to
any other person under this section.

(4) No such timber shall be subject to process of any civil, criminal orr,evenue court until it
has been delivered, or a suit has been brought, as provided in this section.

48. Oisposal of unclailled timber.-If no such statement is presented as aforesaid, or if the claimant
omits to prefer his claim in the manner and within the period fixed by the notice issued under Sec.
~6, or on such claim having .been so preferrec\;by him and having been. rejected, omits to ins.titute a
suit to recover possession of such timber within the further period fixed by Sec. 47, the ownership
of such timber shall vest in the Government or when such timber has been delivered to another person
under Sec. 47in such other person free from all encumbrances not created by him.

49. Government and its officers not liable for d.age to such timbers ••.3[Government] shall not
be responsible for any loss or damage which may occur in respect of any timber collected under Sec.
45 and no Forest Officer shall be responsible for any such loss or damage, unless he causes such loss
or damage negligently, maliciously or fraudulently.
~----------------------------------_.~-~.=..=---~..-,.--1. subs. by A.L.O., 1950, for the words "Provincial Government".
2. Subs. by A.O. 1937, for the words "local official Gazette".
3. Subs. by A.L.O., 1950, for the word "Crown".



50. PQlllents to be ude by clailllant before tillber is delivered to hi •••. No person shall be entitled
to recover ,possession of any timber collected or del ivered as aforesaid until he has paid to the Forest
Officer or other person entitled to receive it such 'Sum on account thereof as may be due under any
rule made under Sec. 51.

51. Power to .ake rules and pre~cribe penalties ••.( 1) The 1[State Government] may make ru1 es to
reguJate'the following matters, namely:

(a) the salving, collection and disposal of all timber mentioned in Sec. 45;
(b) the use and ~egistration of boats used in salving and collectinq timber;
(c) the amounts to be paid for salving, cQ11ecting, moving storing disposing of such timber, and
(d) the use and registration of hammers and other instruments to be used for making such timber.

(2) The 1[State Government] may prescribe, as penalties for the ':ontravention of any rules made under
this section, imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or fine which may extend to fiv~
hundred rupees, or both.

CHAPTER IX
Penalties dnd Procedure

52. Seizure of property liable to confiscation.~(1) When there is reason to believe that a forest
offence has been committed in respect of any forest produce, such produce, together with all tools,
boats, carts or cattle used in committing any such offence, may be seized by any Forest Officer or
Police Officer.

(2) Every officer seizing any property under this section shall place on such property a mark indicating
that the same has b~en so seized. and shall, as soon as may be, make a report of such seizure to the
Magistrate having jurisdiction to try the offence on account of which the seizure has b~en,made:

Provided that, when the forest produce with respect to which such offence is believed to have been
committed is the property of Government and the offender is unknown, it shall be sufficient if the
officer makes, as soon as may be. a report of the circumstances to his official superior.

53. POIIIer to release property seized under Sec. 52.-Any Forest Officer of a rank not inferior to
that of a Ranger who, or whose subordinate has seized any tools, boats carts, or cattle under Sec.
52, may release the same on the execution by the owner thereof' of a bond for the production of the
property so released. if and when so required, before the Magtstrate having jurisdiction to try the
offence on account of which the seizure has been made.

54. Procedure thereupon ••.Upon the receipt of any such report. the Magistrate Shall, with all convenient
despatch. take such measures as may be necessary for the arrest and trial of the offender and the disposal
of the property according to law.

- 55. Forest produce tools. etc, ••• liable to confiscation ••.(1) All timber or forest produce which
is not the property of Government and in respect of which a forest offence has been committed. and
all tool, boats, carts and cattle used in committing any forest offence, shall be liable to confiscation.

(2) Such confiscation may be in addition to any other punishment prescribed for such offence.

56. Disposal. on conclusion, of trial for forest offence. of produce. in respect of which it was
coaiitted.~When the trial of any for~st offence is concluded, any forest-produce in respect of which
such offence has been committed s'hall, if it is the property of Government or has been confiscated,
be taken charge of by a Forest Officer, and tn any other case. may be disposed of in such manner as
the Court may direct.

57. Procedure when offender not known. or cannot be found.-When the offender is not known or cannot
be found, the Magistrate may, if he finds that an offence has been committed, order the property in
respect of which the offence has_ been committed to ,be confiscated and taken charge of by the Forest
Officer, or to be made over to the person whomthe Magistrate deems to be entitled to the same:

Provided that no such order shall be made until the expiration of one month from the date of seizing
such property, or without hearing the person. if any. claiming any right thereto, and the evidence,
if any, which he may produce in support of his claim.

58. Procedure as to perishable prOPerty seized ul'lder Sec. 52.-The Magistrate !'1a.h notwithstanding

l. Subs. by A.l.O •• 1950. for the words "Provincial Government".



anything hereinbefore contained; direct the sale of any property seized under Sec. 52 and subject to
speedy and natura I decay, and may deal with the proceeds as he wou 1d have dea 1t with such property
if it had not been sold.

59'. Appeal frc. orders under Sec. 55. Sec. 56 or Sec. 57•• The officer who made the seizure under
Sec. 52, _or any of his official superiors, or any person clairtJingto be interested in the property
;0 seized, may within one month from the date of any order passed under Sec. 55, Sec. 56 or Sec. 57,
3ppeal therefrom to the Court to which or4ers made, by such Magistrate are ordinarily appealable, and
the order passed on such appeal shall be final.

60. Property when to vest in Gover-ent ••When an order for the confiscation' of any property has
been passed under Sec. 55 or Sec. 57, as the case may be, and the 'period limited by Sec. 59 for an
appeal from such order has elapsed, and no such appeal has been preferred, or when on such an appeal
being preferred, the Appellate Courtconfirms such order in respect of the whole or a portion of such
property, such property or such portion thereof, as the case may be, shall vest in the Government fee
from all encumbrances.

61. Saving of powr to release property seized.-N9thing hereinbefore contained shall be deemed
to prevent any officer empowered in this behalf by the [State Government] from directing at any time
the immediate release of any property seized under Sec. 52.

62. Punis'" for wrongful seizure.-AnyForest Officer or Pol ice Officer 'Whovexatious ly and unnecessarily
seizes any property on pretence of seizing property 1iable to confiscation under this Act shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend
to five hundred rupees, or with both.

63. Penalty for counterfeiting or defacing urks on trees and tillber and for altering boundary
-.rks.-Whoever, with intent to cause damage or injury to the pUQlic or to any person, or to cause wrongful
gain as defined in the Indian Penal Code (XLV of 1860),-

(a) knowingly counterfeits upon any timber or standing tree a mark used by Forest Officer to indicate
that such timber-or tree is the property of the Government or of some person, or that it may lawfully
be cut or removed by some person; or

(b) alters, defaces or obliterates any such mark placed on a tree or timber by or under the authority
of a Forest Officer; or

(c) alters. moves destroys or defaces any boundary-mark of any forest or waste-land to which the
provisions of this Act are applied;
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with
both.

64. Power to arrest without warr~t ••(l) Any Forest Offic~r or Police Officer may, without orders
from a Magistrate and without a warrant arrest any person against whom a reasonable suspicion exists
of his having been concerned in any forest-offence punishable with imprisonment for one month or upwards.

(2) Every officer making an arrest under this section shall, without unnecessary delay and subject
to the provisions of this Act as to release on bond, take or send the persons arrested before the Magistrate
having jurisdiction in the case, or to the officer-in-charge of the nearest police station.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to authorize such arrest for any act which is offence
under Chapter IV unless such act has been prohibited under Cl. (c) of Sec. 30.

65. P•••• to release on a bond a person arrested •••Any Forest Officer of a rank not inferior to
that of a Ranger, who. or whose subordinate has arrested any person under the provisions of Sec. 61,
may release such person on his executing a bond to appear, if and when so required, before the Magistrate
having jurisdiction in the case, or before the officer-tn-charge of the nearest police station.

66. POIIer to prevent c~ission offence.-Every Forest Officer and Police Officer shall prevent,
and may interfere for the purpose of preventing the commission of any forest-offence.

67. PONer to try offences summarily.-Thi District Magistrate or any Magistrate of the first class
specia 11y, empowered in this behalf by the [State"Government] may try sUllltlar,i,ly,under the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898), any forest-offence punishable withimprlsonment for a terml'lot
exceedirlg six months. or fine not exceeding five hundred rupees. or both.
1. Subs. by A.L.O., 1950, for the words "Provincial Government".



68. P~ to COllPOund offence.-The 1[State Government] may by notification in the 2[offiCial Gazette].
empower a Forest Officer-

(iI) to accept from any person against whom a reasonable suspicion exists that he has conwitted
by forest-offence. other than an offence specified in Sec. 62 or Sec. 63, a sum of money by way of
compensation for the offence which such person is suspected to have committed. and

(b) when any property has been seized as liable to confiscation to release the same on payment
of the value thereof as estimated by·such officer.

(2) On the payment of such sum of money. or such value. or both. as the case may be. to such officer,
the suspected person, if in custody, shall be discharged. the property, if any. seized shall be released.
and no further proceedings shall be taken against such person or property.

(3) A Forest Officer shall not be empowered under this section unless he is a Forest Officer of
a rank not inferior to that of a Ranger and is in receipt of a monthly salary amounting to at least
one hundred rupees, and the sum of money accepted as compensation under Cl. (a) of sub-section (1)
shall in no case exceed the sum of fifty rupees •

. 69. PresUllption that forest-produce belongs to GoverMleftt.-When in any proceedings taken under
this Act. or in consequence of anything done under this Act. a question arises as to whether any forest-
produce is the property of the Government, such produce shall be presumed to be the property of the
Government, until the contrary is proved.

CHAPTER X
Cattle Trespass

70. Cattle Trespass Act, 1871, to apply.-Catt1e trespassing in a reserved forest or in any portion
of the protected forest which has been lawfully closed to grazing shall be deemed to be cattle doing
damage to a public plantation within the meaning of Sec. 11 of the Cattle Trespass Act, 1871 (1 of
1871) and may be seized and impounded as such by any Forest Officer or Police Officer. '

2~1. P~ to alter fines fixed under that Act.-The [State Government] may, by notification in
the [offi~ial Gazette], direct that in lieu of the fines fixed under Sec. 12 of the Cattle Trespass
Act, 1871 (1 of 1871), there shall be levied for each head' of cattle impounded under Sec. 70 of this
Act, such fines as it thinks fit, but not exceeding the following, that is to say-

For each elephant
For each buffalo or camel
For each horse. mare. gelding. pony, colt, filly, mule, bull, bullock, cow or heifer
For each calf. ass. pig. ram. ewe, sheep. lamb. goat or kid

Ten rupees.
Two rupees.

One rupee.
Fifty paise.

CHAPTER XI
Of Forest Officers

72 •. State Goverment ••y invest Forest Officers with. certa;" pMlers ••(1) The 1[State Government]
may invest any Forest Officer with all or any of the following powers. that is to say ,-

(a) power to enter upon any land and to survey. dem,arcate and make a map of the same;
(b) the powers of a Civil Court to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents

and material objects;
(c) power to issue a search-warrant under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 189& (V of 1898); or
(d) JX>wer to hold an inquiry into forest-offences, and, in the course of such inquiry, to receive

and record evidence.
(2) Any evidence recorded under Cl. (d) of sub-section (1) shall be admissible i.nany subsequent

trial before a Magistrate. provided that it has been taken in the presence of the accused person.
73. Forest Officers ~ public servants.-All Forest Officers shall be deemed to be public servants

within the meaning of the Indian Penal Code (XLV Of 1860).
---,,~---U.I.--i.ty .for-actS·.4oneiA good faitb.-No·suit shall lie against any public servant for anything

"~on:by him in good faith under this Act.

1. Subs. by A.l.o., 1950, for the words "Provincial Government".
2. Subs. by A.L.o •• 1937. for the words "local official Gazette".



75. Forest Officers not to trade.-Except with the permission in writing of the 1[State Government]
no Forest Officer, shall, as principal or agent, trade in timber or other forest-produce, or be or
become intE!fested in any lease of any forest or in any contract Jor working any forest, whether in
or outside [the territories to which this Act extends].

CHAPTER XII
Subsidiary, Rules

76. Additional powers to make rules.-The 1[State Government] may make rules-
(a) to prescribe and limit the powers and duties of any Forest Officer under this Act;
(b) to regulate the rewards to be paid to officers and informers out of the proceeds of fines and

confiscation under this Act;
(c) for the preservation, reproduction and disposal of trees and timber belonging the Government,

but grown on lands belonging to or in the occupation of private persons; and
(d) generally, to carry out the provisions of this Act.
77. Peaalties for breach of rules.-Any person contravening any rule under this Act, for the contra-

vention of which no special penaity is provided, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which
may extend to one month, or fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or both.

78. Rules ••• ~,haYe force of law.-All rules made by the l[State Government] under this Act shall
be puUished in the [official Gazette], and shall thereupon, so far as they are consistent with this
Act, have effect as if enacted therein.

CHAPTER XIII
Miscellaneous

79. Persons bound to assist Forest Officers and Police Officers.-(1) Every person who exercises
any right in a reserved or protected forest or who is permitted to take any forest produce from, or
to cut and remove timber or to pasture cattle in, such forest, and every person who is employed by
any such person in such forest, and 4

every person in any village .contiguous to such forest who is employed by the '[Government], or
who receives emoluments from the 4[Government] for the services to be performed to the community,
shall be bound to furnish without unnecessary delay to the nearest Forest Officer or Pol ice Officer
any information he may possess respecting the commission of or intention to commit, any forest offence,
and shall forthw}th take steps, whether so required by any Forest Officer or Police Officer or not,-

(a) to extinguish any forest fire in such forest of which he has'knowledge or information;
(b) t9 prevent by any lawful means in his power any fire in the vicinity of such forest of which

he has knowledge or information from spreading to such forest,
and shall assist any Forest Officer or Police Officer demanding his aid-

(c) in preventing the commission in such forest of any forest offence; and
(d) when there is reason to believe that any such offence has been committed in such forest, in

discovering and arresting the offender.
(2) Any person who, being bound so to do, without lawful excuse (the burden of proving which shall

lie upon such person) fai1s-
(a) to furnish without unnece$sary delay to the nearest Forest Officer or Police Officer any information

requir~d by sub·~ection (1);
(b) to take steps as required by sub-section (1), to extinguish any forest, fire in a reserved or

protected forest;
(c) to prevent, as reqvired by sub-section (1), any fire in the vicinity of such forest from spreading

to such forest; or
(d) to assist any Forest Officer or Police Offker demanding his ,id in preventing the commissiory

ir: sllch forest of any fo~est offence, or when there is reason to believe that any such offence has
been c~itted in such forest, in discovering and arresting the offenders;
~. SlIb~. l:iyA.L.O., 1%0, for the words "Provincial Government".

S'b~,. by A.L.O. (No.3) of 1956, for "Part A States and Part C States".
'. by the A.L.O. 1937, for the words "local official Gazette".

, by A.L.O., 1950, for the word "Crown".



shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or with fine which
may extend to two hundred rupees, or with both.

80. Management of forests the joint pro~rty of Gover••••t and other persons.-( 1) If the Government
and any person be jointly interested in any forest or waste-land, or in whole or any part of the produce
thereof, the l[State Government] may either-

(a) undertake the management of such forest, waste land or produce accounting to such person for
his interest in the same; or

(b) issue such regulations for the management of the forest, waste-land or produce by the person
so jointly interested as it deems necessary for the management thereof and the interests'of all parties
therein. 1

(2) When the [State Government] undertakes under Cl. (a) of iub-section (1) the management of any
forest, waste-land or produce, it may, by notification in the [official Gazette], declare that any
of the provisions contained in Chapters II and IV shall apply to such forest, waste-land or produce,
and thereupon such provisions shall appl! accordingly.

81. Failure to perform service for which a share in the produce of Goverillent forest is enjoyed.-
If any person be entitled to a share in the produce of any forest which is the property of Government
or over which the Government has proprietary rights or to any part of the forest produce of which the
Government is entitled, upon the condition of duly performing any serVice connected with such forest,
s~ch sh~re shall be liable to confiscation in the event of the fact being established to the satisfaction
of the [State Government] that such service is no longer so performed:

Provided that no such share shall be confiscated until the person entitled thereto, and the evidence,
if any, which he may produce in proof of thf due performance of such service, have been heard by an
officer duly appointed in that behalf by the [State Government].

82. Recovery of Mney dUe to GoverntRent•••All money payable to the Government under this Act, or
under any rules made under this Act, or on account of the price of any forest-produce, or expenses
incurred in the execution of this Act in respect of such produce, may, if not paid when due, be recovered
under the law for the time being in force as if it were an arrear of land revenue.

83. lien on forest-produce for such DIOfIey.-(1)When any such money is payable for or in respect
of any forest produce, the amount thereof shall be deemed to be a first charge on such produce, and
such produce may be taken possession of by a Forest Officer until such amount has been paid.

(2) If such amount is not paid when due, the Forest Officer may all such produce by public auction,
and the proceeds of the sale shall be applied first in'discharge such amount.

(3) The surplus, if any, if not cla,med within two months from the date of the sale by the person
entitled thereto, shall be forfeited to [Government].

84. land required under this Act to be deMed1to be needed for a public purpose under the land Acqui-
sition Act, 1894.-Whenever it appears to the [State Government] that any land is required for any
of the purposes of this Act, such land shall be deemed to be needed for a public purpose within the
meaning of Sec. 4 of the land Acquisition Act, 1894 (1 of 1894).

85. Recovery of penalties due under bond.-When any person, in ac~ordance with any provision of this
Act, or in compliance with any rule made thereunder, binds himself by any bond or instrument to perform
any duty or act or covenants by any bond or instrument.that he, dr that he and his servants and agents
will abstain from any act, the whole sum mentioned in such bond or instrument as the amount to be paid
in case of a breach of the conditions thereof may, notwithstanding anything in Sec. 74 of the Indian
Contract Act, 1872 (IX of 1872), be recovered from him in case of such breach as if it were an arrear
of land-revenue.

3[85_A. Saving for rights of Central Government.-NOthing in this Act shall authorize a Government
of any State to make any order or do anything in relation to any property not vested in that State
or otherwise prejudice any rights of the Central Government or the Government of any other State without
the consent of the Gnvernment.]

86. Repeals.-[Repealed by Sec.2 and Schedule of the Repealing and Amending Act.1948 (2 of 1948).
THE SCHEDUlE-[Repealed by Sec.2 and Schedule of the Repealing and Amending Ac~,1948 (2 of 1948).]

1. Subs. by A.l.O., 1950, for the words "Provincial Government".
2. Subs. by A.D., 1937, for the words "local official Gazette".
3. Subs. by A.l.o., 1950.
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THE INDIAN FOREST (HIMCHAL PRADESH SECOltD MEN[IIENT) ACT. 1991
(As Assented to by the President on 9th July, 1991)

AN
ACT

further to amend the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (Central Act No. 16 of 1927) in its application to
the State of Himachal Pradesh.

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of .Himachal Pradesh in the Forty-second Year of the
Republic of India as follows:-.

1. Short title.-This Act may be called the Indian Forest (Himachal Pradesh Second Amendment) Act.
1991.

2. ~t of section 2.-In section 2 of the Indian Forest Act. 1927 (16 of 1927) (hereinafter
called the principal Act)-- '

(a) in clause (6), the word "and" occurring at the e~d shall be omitted;
(b) in clause (7). for the -sign ".". the sign and word "; and" shall be substituted; and
(c) after clause (7) so amended, the following clause (8) shall be added, namely:-.

"(8) "Vehicle" means a wheeled conveyance of any description which is capable of being used
for movement on land and includes a cart. trolly vehicle and a trail or but does not include
bicycle and cattle."

3. Allendllent of sections 26. 33 and 42.-In sections 26.33 and 42 of the principal Act. for the
words "six months" and "five hundred". the words "two years" and "five thousand" shall be substituted
respectively.

4. Allendment of section S2.-For sub-section (2) of section 52 of the principal Act. the following
sub-sections (2) and (3) shall be substituted,.namely:--

"(2) Any Forest Officer or Police Officer may, if he has reasons to believe that a vehicle has
been or is being used for the transport of timber (excluding fuelwood) resin, khair wood
and katha in respect of which a forest offence has been or is being committed. require the
driver or other person-in-charge of such vehicle to stop the vehicle and cause it to remain
stationery as long as may reasonably be necessary to examine the contents in the vehicle
and inspect all records relating to the goods carried which are in the possession of such
driver or other person-in-charqe of the vehicle.

(3) Every Officer seizing any property under this section shall place on such property a mark
indicating that the same has been seized, and shall, as soon as may be. make a report of
such seizure--
(a) where the offence, on account of which the seizure has been made. is in respect of timber

(excluding fuelwood). resin, khair wood and katha which is the property of the State
Government. to the concerned authorised officer under sub-section (1) of secti on 52-A;
and

(b) in other cases, to the magistrate having jurisdiction to try the offence on account of
which the seizure is made."

5. Insertion of sections 52-A and 52-B.-After section 52 of the principal Act. the following sections
52-A and 52-B shall be inserted, name1y:-

-S2-A. Confiscation by Forest Officers in certain cases.-(1) Notwithstanding anything contained
in this Chapter, where a forest offence is believed to have been committed in respect of timber
(excluding fue1wood), resin. khair wood andkatha, which is the property ofthe~tate Government.
the Officer sei zi ng the property under sub-secti on( 1) of sect ion 52 shall without any unreasonable
delay produce it, together with all tools, ropes, chains. boats or vehicles used in committing
such offence before an Officer, authorised by the State Government in thisbehalf.b.Y notification
1. Published in H.P. RajpatraEx-ordy. dated ~~·l·(j'l pagesl5'--n



9. Insertion of sections 59-A Ind 59-B.-After section 5~ of the principal Act. the following sections
59~A and 59~B shall be inserted, namely:~-

859-A. Revision.-Any forest officer not below the rank of Conservator of Forests, specially empowered
by the State Government in this behalf by 'notification publfshed in the Official Gazette,
may, before the expiry of thirty days from the date of order of the authorised officer
under section 52~A, suo~moto call for and examine the records of that order and may make
such enquiry or cause such e'lquiry to De made and may pass such orders as he deems fit:
Provided ~hat no order prejudicial to a person shall be passed under this section without
giving him an opportunity of being heard. •

59-B •••• of jurisdiction in certain cases.-Whenever any timber (excluding fuelwood), resin,
khair wood and katha together with any tool, rope, chain, boat or vehicle used in committing
any forest offence is seized under section 52, the authorised officer under sub~section
(1) of sectlon 52~A or the ~fficer specially empowered under section 59~A or Sessions Judge
hearing an appeal under sub~section (2) of section 5g shall have, and notwithstandin~ anything
to the contrary contained in this Act or in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (Central
Act 2 of 1974) or i~ any other law for the time being in force, any other officer, Court,
Tribunal or authority shall not have, jurisdiction to make order with regard to custody,
possession, delivery, disposal or distribution of such property."

10. Substitution of section IO.-For section 60 of the principal Act. the following shall be substituted,
nanely:~-

"10. When an order for the confiscation of any property has been passed under section 52-A or
section 55 or section 57, as the case may be, or where on revision application made under

.•• !'ection 59-A such order for confiscation has not been set aside, and the period limited by
section 59 for an appeal from such order has elapsed, and no such appeal has been preferred
or when, on such an appeal being preferred, the Appellate Court confirms such orders in respect
of the property or a portion of' such property, such property or such portion thereof, or
if it has been sold under sub-section (3) of section 52-A, the sale proceeds thereof, as
the case may be, shall vest in the State Government free from all encumbrances."

11. _ b!llt of section 61.-After the figure "52" but before the sign "." occurring at the end
of section 61 of the principal Act, the signs and words ", which is not the property of the Government.
and the withdrawal of any charge made in respect of such property" shall be inserted.

12. JIIs dB it of section 17.-For the words, br.ackets and figures "the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1898 (5 of 1898)" occurrirtg in section 67 of the principal Act. the words, brackets and figures "the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974)" may be substituted.




